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Number 1 hpril 1957

The aim of this Bullstin io to give some idea of what is going on in tho woy
of industrial srchacology in the area covered by Hhe Gouncil for British Arch-
aeology's Group Nina {(Bedfordshire, Berkechirae, Buckinghemshire, Oxfordshire,
Northamptonshire). It is hoped that future iasues of the Bulletin will include
for cach of the counties, details of all finds and studies boing undertaken,
forthcoming lectures and courses on Industrial Archasology and rocent publieaticna,
articles etc. relovant %o the industriel archaeology of each county. The contonts
of this first Bulletin aro an indication of the sort of items it is hopsd to
include in subsequent issues, Comments on the style and presentation of the
Bulletin will be welcomed by the Editor, Geoffrey H.Starmer, 17 Mayfield Road,
Northampton, '

ALl industrial archasology workers in GBA Group 9 are asked to send brief
detalls of thelr curront activities for inclusion in the Bulletin. These should
be forwarded to the respective County representativoes,

INPUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN CBR, GROUP 9

As a result of ths one-day conference on MIndustrial Archaeology" held at
Oxford in May, 1966, thers are now representatives, spocifically for induatrial
archseology, from each of the five counties, on thao Buildings, Records znd Induntrisl
Archaeology Panol of CBA Group 9. In addition to attending the B.R. & I.A. Panel
mestings, the industriel archaeology representatives also meet separately to
consider the most effective ways of furthering industrial archasology in Group 9.
Thia Bulletin has been produced at the request of the sub-panel in tho hope that
through a greater awarehess of what is already going on, more people will take
an active part in industrial archaesology.

The County Industrial Archaeology Representatives are as follows :-

Bedfordshire t+ Mr. P.G.Laws, County Planning Officer,
Bedfordshire County Gouncil,
.3 High Strest,

Bedford.

Mr. J. Kenneth Major, 2, Eldon Road,
Reading.

Dr, P.N.Jarvis, 1, Wordsworth Drivo, -
Bletchley. .

‘Berkshire

Buckinghsnshire

Oxfordshire : Mr.J.F.Carter, Travors,
Adderbury East,
Banbury.

MNorthamptonshire : Mr, Geoffrey H.Starmer, 17, Mayfield Road,
’ Northampton.

If there are workors pursulng industriel archaeological sludies in any of
the five counties who are not yeot in touch with that County's represeriative, it
1s hoped that contact will be established as scon as possible so that oach
reprosentalive ¥ill have a complete record of the industriel archaoology being
undertaken in his County, This will help coordination of the work so that :-

{a) Anyone will bo able %o mee if a particular iopic is being studied and
if so, by whom, .

{b) Anyone coming acrosa infr-mation or material remains which are relovant
to another worker's studies will know to whom Lo pass the information,
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BEDFORDSHIEE

.1I

2.

3.

Jtudies

(a) Tho Great Ouse loztoration Socinty 16 rocording the Groeat Ousc Navlgallon.
(b) Mr. J.Keanoth Major hag undartaken to bagla detalled curvey of watermilla
in Bedfordshire in Moy thin year.

(¢) Mowbers of a W.E.A. class on Industrial Avchasology in Dunstable are
engagsd in gurvey work in the south of the Gounty. -

(2) As a complament to the wrilien roport *Iudustrial Archasology in
Bodfordalire” (sce below) the County Photographic Unit has compiled an
extonuive phutographic record of industrial monuments in DBedfordshire and
this will be sdded to from time to tlme,

Logturss and Courses

Cambridgoe Univeraity Extra-Mural Department and the W.E.A., are running a
course on Industrial Archasology in Dunstable, under Dr. M.J.T.Lowia.

Publications )

*Industrisl Archacology in Bedfordshire®, by Mr. P.G.lLaws, Bedfordshire
County Planning Officer. 500 copies wers printed and already all 500 have
bean gold or otherwise distributed. This is encouraging evidence of growing
public interest in Industrial Archaeclogy.

BERKSHIRE
1. Studies

{a) Bucklebury Foundry. Owing to changes in ownorghip and use, this foundry
48 threatened with re-organization if not demolition. A ieam led by Mr, McCombe .

_and Mr. Major is at work recording the buildings, the walervheal, furnacoes,

patterns, tools and plant. The foundry has been working as a foundry since
¢.1800 and as a smithy for at least 100.years before that.

{b) Borks & Wilts Canal, Mr, Banfield is al work on a survey of the romalna
of this canal, Even though thia canal ceased tu be used in 1900 it contains
quite a large amount of materigl in'ites length, This ia on urgent case in
that the routs is being lost by ploughing over large stretches vhera it passea-
through the Vale:.of the White Horsel

{¢) Milestonsa. Mr. Hart and Mr. Copsey are at work recording milestones in
Hest and East Berkshire respectively.

{(d) ‘Pumps, Helen Major is recording the roadeide pumps which line A4, the
Bath Road. ‘

{e) _Rozads and Bridres. Mr. and Mra. Green are at work on the bridges and
associated roads in the Keonet and Thamos Valleya,

(£) Dovecotes. This is the most complete pilece of work at present under way
in Berkshira, Esme Few has completud more than half of the pholcgraphic and
historical survey of dovecotes in tho County.

UC KIN HIRE

1, Studises

(a) Brickworks, Brickmaking on the Oxford Clay is the main oxtractive industry
near Bletchley. A few seraps of papt agos survive: one brickpit of 1698 but
not machinery of that date, The following is & report by Dr, P.N. Jarvis on

- ons of the brick works. -

Great Linford Brick Works
Near Wolverton, Buckinghamshire.

Nat. Crid Ref, SP 860416

Brickworks owned by G.0. Price & Sons.
- Worked ?7¢.1880 - 1914

Clay Pit lay te the west of theI kilna and is now filled by Newport Pagnell
rofuse tip.’ A small stream flows fron here behind the kilns and is irpounded
into a-pond. !
Kilns - are threc in pumber, two being more or less intact and one having
collapsed 3~ .
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1) being tho weplormopt of he threst etreulir, brick mudld, uall 26 - 2/
thick, iptornal diarobor 14 £t The cntranen o lor wap) 3 U6 awidu end
about 10 £4 high, having a sosdelrvedlar howl. Thoro aia nicht {ireholon.

plocod symmolrically round the kilp, ebout 10" wida and wbont 300 hlgh, bus
thone dimenuioun vory ag the holoa havo boon burned ey A ploceu wed of
lenst ono has busn reaet, Tue brickuwork adiasent o Lho {ireheles 3o
vitrifiod., The springer of the domo ig ab aboul 12 £t hipn; tho domo Lo
ghallew having o rise of avout 3rt. The vent in Lho rool is cirewlar and
1a avout 4 bt dimmotor. There are alago four holos 9% square ab right arigles
round the roof vont and about ALL from 1t. Tho enbiro kiln ia bound round
with jron straps fasbened to Lwo vortical lenglbha of bullhoad rail pluced
on olther gide of tho entranco. The bricks of vhich it is mads are wirscut,
and vary from 8% x A" x 24" to 95" x 4" x 3"; tho commonost sise is 83" x
M x agn )

2) Similar to 1}, but tho domo apringer is about 7ft above the floor, and
the dome risoa about 5f4. The vont is only 216" or so in ddameter, Tha
intornal dimaoter g about 15ft; thero are oight fireholes most of which
retain thoir brick infilling. The firgholos are 9" x 36"

-3) This has collppsed, but shows signa of being of similar conptruction to
the othors, Thn iron straps ruwning upwards Lowards the apex of tho dome
aro vimible in thia caso: in the others, tho domos are covered by vopetation,

Wharf on the Grand Junction (now Grand Union) Canal is adjacent Lo the works
on tho east sido. Tho canal bridge gome 80 yds north of the wharf doos not
geom Lo have boen built of bricks from this works, the bricks on the arch
veing 9" x 43" x 23" and of a difforent appoarance. ‘

Cottape on the road, about 8Qyds north of the kiing, is probably the
firomans cottage. It may well havo been built from bricks made at the works
and tho path around the cottage certainly was.

There are romains of other brick buildings on the site under varlous tumps
bub none are recognimable. The setting-down floor appears to have been in
front of tho kilns,

Roforences .

Bucks Standard, June 1957 ™hon Great Linford had a Flourishing Brickyard"

Wolverton Expross, 17 Seplember, 1965 shows picture of chimney c. 300t high.
Says bricks from this works used to bulld Anson Road and Jersey Road, HWolverton,

{v) Molverton Rgilway Works. Work is proceeding on the recording of tho works.

(¢) Photographic Survay. The Wolverton Archaeclogical Society are carrying out
a photographic ourvey of the uroa. Tho socioty started thoir survey three yoars
ago and now have over 2000 black and white slides of postcards and photographs
rocorded., The survey is to .cover tho towns and villages within six miles of
Stony Stratford and Newport Pagnell. When 1t 1s comploted, tho collection will show
the area as it is today and as it was at various times during the paat 60 years.
Although this ip not limited to industrial archasclogy, the collection alroedy
conbaing somo wonderful illu.irations of past indusirial astivities e.g. the usa
of steam traction engines to transport boats from the boatyard at Stony Stratford.

2, Loctures and Gourses
(a) Thore has beon a lecture on the Great Ouse Navigation to tho Bletchley Sociely

{b) On Wedneaday 10th May, the Wolverton Archaoological Soclety is showing the
{ilm "Induslrial Archasology - an Introduction® made by the Northamptenshire
Industrial Archaeology Group (see under NOSTHAMP TONSTIIRE) -

RDSHIRE
1, Studies

{a) Hunt Edmnds Brewory, Bgnbury. 4An early steam table engine made by Lampitts
Foundry, Banbury, is in full working order and used as a atandby, to drive a
roller mill {contemporary with the engine) in the flcor ahove. Owing to the
dooision to cease brewing hers in April, arrangowents have been made for the
Banbury Steam Club to acquire this engine for proservation in working ordar.
Arrangements have boen made to propare a dotailed drawing of this rather unusual
engine. Anothor small horizontel engine from the Brewery has also been preserved,

(b) ¥atermills. J.F.Cartoer's survey of north Oxfordshire watermdlls has

rgsﬁggd in approximately 50 mites belng identified and moat of these have been
vis .
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Of theno, it has buun dizcovared that thero are 3 wateisdlla in Lull worklng
ordor, and 1n une for private grist requirements, Theno avo :-

Iittle Barford Mill

Adderbury Mill

North Howington Mill,
Ths last two wre converaions from oarlier paper mills, Heyford Hill, now in
private hands dn also in full working order and uswd occaglonully for grinding.

The Oxford Univeraity group have racorded moob. of the mills and siten in and
around Oxford City.

{c) Eotste Yard Sawmd1l, Blonheim P;;rit Tho Oxford Univeraity Group have noted
this sawmlill where a boem engine survives although not in working order, This mill
was alao driven by waterpowsr, It is hoped to fully record this site,

Legturen and Courses

It 13 hoped that Industrial Archacology courses will be run next winier in

. Banbury-and in Oxford.

CRTHAMP TOUSHIRE

1,

Studies

(2)  Early Reilways ah Blisworth, Mr. George Freesten is investipating the early
railwsys in his area. last summer anothor piece of tho plate rail used on the
Blisworth H111 Railway, was discovered on the site of the tramway sorving the old
Blisworth stone works, This, togother with documentary evidence showing that
there was a railway herc in the very early part of the nineteenth century has

led to renewed cctivity in excavation along tho track of tho stoneworks tramiay
before this is levelled for farming. . ’ :

(b) Hatermill Survey, The preliminary survey 1s now almost complete. It is
intonded to start more detailed recording of somo of these mills and to collect
old photographs or other pictures and records of all the milla,

(c) Museus of Milling. Mra. Mahon has boen gathoring material for the Museum .
of Milling which should be opened this year at Billing Mill, on the Rivor Nene,
near Northampton. The exterior of the building has already been restored and
work is now proceeding on the interior. Mra. Mchon would be pleased to learn

of the whersabouts of any.remaining mill equipment (from wind, water or oarly
stoam mills). Anyone having such information is requested to contact Mra. Mzhon
at Chequer House, Stocks Hill, Moulton,

- (a4} Horthampton Foundries. Mr. Eric Instone has becn investigating the

Northampton foundries - their history, work and products. The study includes
the location of whore these prrducts were used and it is of interest that vhilst
rocording mileposts in Buckinghamshire, Dr. Jarvis found some cast iron examles
from Grundy and Ogg's foundry in Northampton,

(e) Northamton - Paterborough Railway. Mr. John Ginns made a cine-recording of

this line whilst it was still in opovalion, Now that it has closed ho is recording
stations end bridges eic. bofore all are swept away. .

(£} Boot and Shoe Industry. In the course of his éverall rocording of the towm,
Mr, Victor Hatley has been photographing and noting the exteriors of all premises
edscciatod with boots and shoes, In cooperation with Mr. John Thornton (who will
deal with the interiors and machinery), the treads in boot and shoo factory
layout are to be investigated.

(g) Thomas Butlins Blast Furnnges. Mr. K.Gennis is invostigating the site of
Thomas Butlin's socond blast furnace site at Wallingborough,

Loctures and Courses

{a) Loicester University's Deparbmont of Adult Education has oreganisod a 24
woek course in Industrial Archasology in Northampton. This s boing followed

by an B weok prastical course from April until June, Nexi winter, thew propose
to run a follow-on sories of 2 lecturea, Furthor dotails may be obizined {rom
R.Greenall, Esq., Werden ;, The University Centre, Loicestor Farade, Barrack Road,
Northampton,

{b) In conjunction with the W.E.A., Lelcoster University proposes a 24 week
oourse st Wellingborough. For further deteils, contact A.E, Brown, Esg, Department
of Adult Education, University of Loicester,

{o) -The f:le ®Industrial Archaeology - an Introduction® has besn shown at the
the Northempton Natural History Society and at Wellingborough and Distriot
Arohasological Society,



