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The firetdoeus'of this Bulletin appeared in April of this year and was received so well 
- that it seems that the circulation Will- mere'thin-double for thinsecond issue. . It is felt that 

our_new readers should'know something of the backgrôund of IndUstrial,Archaeology in CBA Group 9 
andveliopi that no One minds the following item being repeated from Issue number 1. . 

iNDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGX IN CBA GROUP 9 

An a rot:14A of the one-day bonferenee on'"Induatrial Archaeology^ held at 'Oxford in May 

1966,.there arenow representativeavapecifieblly.fôr industrial archaeology, from each of the five 
countiesvon the Bidldinge,,Records and Indubtrial Archaeology Panel of CBA Group 9. In addition-. 
to attending the B.R. & I.A. Panel meetings, the industrial archaeology representatives alno meet 

separately.to coneider the most effective ways of furthering industrial archaeology in Group 9. 
.-This Bulletin has been produced at the request of the sub-panel in the hope that through a greater 
-.awarenees..of..what ie, already going on, more people Will take an active part in industrial 

.-erchaeology. 

lho'Coanty Indantrial Archaeology Repreeentatives are an follows: - 
"-' Beiiriekehire 

2' M" P.G.224P' geTitYrd:h1;:iggu2gigrIii; j -1" 3 Rile Street, Bedford. 

Berkshire -,t, 
Buckinghamohiré 

Oxfordshire 
Northamptonshire 

?If-there arbwerierapurouinginduatriai archaeelogical.etudies in any'ek the.five 
countiee whbare not,iet in-toush with that Cobstyld representati4e, it is hoped that contact will 
bb-established an soonse,toosiblb so that:each repreléntative Will have a complete rebord of the 

jinduetrial.erchaeology,:being Undartakenda:hii;ountY. This will hnlp coordination of the work so. 
4that t- 

la) Anyone will be able to see if a particular topic is being studied and if ao, by whom. 

(b) Anyone etining'acrose information or Material remains which are relevant to another 
' worker's ntudies will know.to whom tn pees the information. , . 

MEETI4G OF COUNTi PLANNING OFFICERS 

Report from Mr. P.O. Laws. 

. 

Unfortunately, Mr.I Laws will be resigning as the Bedfordshire 
tepreanntatiVe in'ithe near future. 
ir...j..Iterineth Major, 2 Eldon Road, Reading. 

Dr. P.N.Jarvis, 1 Wordsworth Drive, Bletchley. 
Mr. J.F. Carter, Tarvers, Adderbury East, Banbury. 

Mr. Geoffrey H. Starner, 17 Mayfield Road, Northampton. 

A meeting was held on May 5th at the .CountY Offices in Aylesbury when the County 
Planning Officers for Bedfordshire,and'Oxfordohire,.the Deputy County Planning Officer for 
Buekingbanshire, the Cureters.of the Aylesbury and Oxford Mnseums and, representatives of the " 
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County Planning Officers fro Berkshire and Northamptonshire, discussed the role of Planning 
Departments in the listing and preservation of industrial monuments. 

Mr. Laws (County Planning Officer, Bedfordshire) described briefly the purpose of the 
National Industriel Monuments Survey and the appeal by Mr. Rex Wailes, Consultant to the Survey, 
for local planning departments to undertake location surveys of industrial monuments. Mr. Laws 
outlined how this linked in with the recommendations of the Countryside in 1970 Conference for the 
listing of "Countryside TreaSures". 

The meeting was agreed on tho significance of industrial archaeology, and that Planning 
Departments ehould adopt a positive policy towards those monuments in their counties. Muoh could 
be done by alerting officere to the significance of industrial relics. The aim nhould be the 
compilation of a oomprehensive Register and Map of induntrial monuments in each county which would 
then be available for the National Survey. In the end, it would facilitate the making of a polloy 
for induntrial monUments as part of the planning process. 

REPORTS OF INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEDLOCZ 1N THE INDIVIDUAL COUNTIES 

EEDFORSHIRE 

1. Studio:, 

Mille, The detailed survey of mills undertaken by Mr. Kenneth Major is well under way and 
this has produned some remarkable finds associated with the construction of corn mills in this 
oounty. There was a period when highly induntrialized millwrights work was introduced into the 
area and mueh of this equipment i&still in place though not in une. 

2. Lectures and Courses. 
Dr. Lewis has kindly supplied the following extra notes on the course reported briefly in 

the lent Bulletins- 

A course of 24 lectures on Industrial Archaeology has been held at Dunstable during the 
past winter for the Cambridge Board of Extra-Mural Studies and the W.E.A. hyXr. M.J.T. Lewis. 
It comprised a general introduction to the Subject, with contibutions from local experts; a 
film show; and several outings to industrial monuments in the area. Members of the clans have 
recorded, and researched into the history of, the Dunstable brwery, whiting works and railwa,y 
stations; a pumping engine house on the Grand Union canal; and local watermills and brickworks. 

It is hoped to continue the class for the next two years, concentrating on the Industrial 
Archaeology'of Bedfordshire and adjoining districts. Anyone interested in;joining should 
contact the Dunstable W.E.A. secretary, Mr. V.A. Boohoo, 186 Luton Road, Dunstable. 

3. Publications 

The whole of the first edition of "Industrial Archaeology in Bedfordshire" WWI sold out, 
and a second edition has now been published. This contains two extra paragraphs: one on the 
Grand Union Canal of which a short section came into Bedfordshire when the former Urban District 
of Linslade in Buckinghamshire was added to Bedfordshire in 1965: the second is a more lengthy 
reference to the importance of the silica sands at Leighton Buzzard,.which have been regarded 
of international importance for a considerable tine. 

4. Items to See 
PlatewaV at Arlesey.(Grid ref. TL 188327 to TL 189327).' . 

Noticed by Mr. Kenneth Major, the plateway is approximately 120 yards long and consists of 
plates "L" sectioned, 7" x 1" upstand, 41 71T long of 41 1" gauge. This may well have been 
associated ulth the chalk qu.arries and the early oement works at Arlesey and Mr. Major 
hopes that more work will be done concerning the purpose of .this plateway. 



DEMASHIRE 

1. Studieq 

Bucklebury Foundry. .A great deal of recording has been completed And several exceptional 
finds have been made. The original form of tho foundry has been recorded and much of the 
machinery photographed in place before ité deTtruction. The soarch for this foundry's work 
is proceeding in villages around. Several examples of railings, grave alabs and tombs have 
been found which were the products of the foundry. 

RapileY and Abingdon Branch Line. Mr. Gray, of Abingdon, is making a photographia survey 
of this line following its recent alosure. 

Buscot Park Light RailwaY. Mr. Gray han also found some records of the 218" gauge light 
railway in Busicot Park and is now engaged on field work-to find out more about this. 

2. Lectures and Cources 

Mr. Major han spoken to the Goring Looal Hietory Society and to some senior etudents of 
Reading Technical College. 

Items to See 

Frilsham Kilns. 

Behind the publia house "The Pot Kiln" there is a collection of huts, sheds and buildings 
belonging to a /mall brickworks, pottery and tile works. This was run by a family called 
Barr. The publicanle -brother was the last to work the kiln. As this wee an open or 
'Scotch' kiln, this failed to work during the war and when the war was over the last 
stocks of green bricks were burnt and the kilns closed down. In the aheds'are several 
brickmakere barrows and tools and quite a few unsold stocks of tiles and agricultural 
drains lie buried in the brambles and nettles. The kiln is being damaged by frost and 
weather. 

Freservation 

Horae-driven pump. Swallowfield Park 

Swallowfield Park, 6 miles aouth of Reading, has been converted into flats by the Mutual 
Householders Association. Whilst work vas in progress it was diet:layered that a'horse 
driven pump existed in the grounds and was threatened with demolition. This pump, whioh 
dates from about 1820, is made of cast iron with a three cylinder pump of brans. The 
horse travelled in.a cirCle of 181 diameter, turning the pump by moans of a bevel gear 
and a flexible joint. The dsily stint for the horse was two hours and in this time he 
raised 2000 gallons of water to supply the enormoua mansion and home farm. The water was 
raised from a sump at tho end of a line of filter beda which took the water from the 
river Loddon. The pump and the horsewheol which powered it have now been rescued and 
await re-erection in Reading Museum. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

1. Studies 

' (a) Wolverton Works. Work ia proceeding steadily on recording and photographing material in 
,the recesses of this splendid place. The works were originally built for the London and 
Birmingham Railway about 1838 and has spread to a considerable extent under subsequent railway 
ownership. 

In the Road Vehicles Shop there remains a set of machine tools for making 'horse-drawn 
wagon wheels. Dr. 'Jarvis says "We know of no other example of so fUlly mechanised a wheal- 
wrights shop." Mr. D.G.S. Johnson hai Started to make a ciné film of some of the maohinery. 
That in the Road Vehicles Shop hao been photographed in action, as have an ancient (and large) 
handsaw of about 1860 and a Greenlees mortising machine which came from Chicago in 1888. Work' 
is now being done in the brass foundry and some splendid film hae been made of the art of 
making sand moulds from patterns. Dr. Jarvis' Group are very gratefUl for the help given by 
the works staff. 

Mr. Rex Wailes visited the worke last autuma and made a report to the G.B.A. 
(b) Cast Iron Bridge at Newport PaRnell. This bridge, dated 1810, was the subject of a letter 
from Michael Rix to Country Life, 23rd FebruarF, 1967, accompanied by a very fine photograph of 
the bridge taken by Mr. R. Bailey of Newport Pagnell. Tho future of the bridge is uncertaint 
Newport Pagnell Urban Counoil, at their meeting on 4 July, voted to tell Buckinghamahire 
County Council to.replace the iron bridge in a road widening apheme (Reported in 'Chronicle 
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and Echo dated July 5, 1967). Subsequent'issues of that paper have reported various 
protests against these proposals. 

Mr. P. Harris, of Newport.Pagnell, in trying to obtain more information on the bridge 
so as to be able to make out the best possible ease for its retention. He writes t- 

tThe County Records Office held the Minute Books of the Bridges Trustees, therefore I 
made this my first Port of call. The points I was interested in were t- who cant itt 
various oosts, the designer and local names connected with the ereotion. Despite the 
utmost co-operation of the office staff, I left uith very few answero to my questions. 
Even so, I had gathered clues on which I could work. I have since worked on this 
information for the past two monthe, corresponding with eight different County 
authorities. The facts of the bridge are now beginning to show a logical chain of 
events. There is still much to learn, perhaps eome points must remain conjecture, 
for-it is my experience that records of the period are scaroe, and when existing 
they are brief. 

(c) Milton Keynes. The North Bucks Historical Joint Committee has been set up to record 
the antiquities of the designated area for the new city of Milton Keynes. A provisional 
list of industrial monumnets in the area has been compiled, .and although this is very 
incomplete and will be subject to considerable additions later, at leaat it makes's. start. 

Monuments so far thought worthy of epecial mention, with a view to asaessment for 
preservation are :- 

Bradwell cap windmill (SP 831411) 

Oil engine, Post Office Repeater Station, Fenny Stratford (SP 884339) 

3. Tickford Bridge, Newport Pagnell (SP 878438) -i.e. the subject of study (b) above. 

4. Denbigh Hall Bridge, London & Birmingham Railway .(north portal) (SP 864354) 

5. "The Iron Trunk" Aqueduct, Grand Junction Canal (SP 800417) 

(d) Corn mill, near High Wycombe. Mr. L.J. Mayes reports that there is a local corn mill on 
the verge of disappearing. Although it had been disastrously repaired from time to time, 
it was the last true working wheel on the wye and when it became vacant the wheel was still 
driving conte quite good grinding gear. Unfortunately tuo local societies are trying to 
influence its fate: one to demolish it and 1188 the site for a theatre (while still retaining 
the wheel as a "feature") and the other society intent on a simple restoration using moet of 
the mill house and premises an a museum. 

2. Lectures and Courses 

At the Wolverton and District Archaeologidal Society's meeting on Wedneaday, 10th.Mny, 
Mr. Geoffrey H. Stariser showed the film "Induotrial Archaeology - An Introduction" made by the 
Northamptonshire Industrial Archaeology Group. 

3. Publications 

Wolverton and District Archaeological Soeiety. News Letter. No. 11, 1967. (In any 
other. Society this very fine publication would be known an 'Journal' or eimilar instead 
of merely 'Newsletter' - Ed.) This contains oeveral articles relating to the industrial 
Archaeology of the district, in:Ili:Meg:- 

"A Vanished Canal" by Warren R. Dawson (Deals with the Newport Pagnell Canal, a 
considerable part of the bed of which became the track of the Newport Railway 

: Company) 

."North Buckinghamshire Farming in 1810" by Margaret Baker (Includes references to the 
IMO of animal power and also to the 'growing of woad for whioh "a millhouoe was built 
in the corner of the field") 

"The Economy of Stony Stratford 1900 - 1914" by Carolyne Adams (Over twelve pages 
packed with information invaluable as background to many industrial archaeology studies) 

Copies of this publication, costing 15/- 2 may be obtained from Mr. R.J.Ayers, 
13, Vicarage Walk, Stony Stratford. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

1. Studios 

Watermills. Mr. J.Carter's Mill Survey, originally of those in North Oxfordshire is to be 
extended to cover the whole County. 



5 Loctnres Und Coure0S. - - 

A shOrt course of lectures on Induatrial:Archaeology is to be held at the North Oxfordehire 
Technical College, Banbury, starting next September. The Banbury Historical:Society is supporting 
this and flirther details may be obtained from Hr. J.F.Carter, Tarvers, Addorbury East, Banbury. 

Publications 
"Banburyts Poor in 1850" published by the Banbury Historical Society, haa several references 

to industrial items, espeoiLly the plunh weaving industry, the engineer Lempitt and the Brittania. 

NORTHAWTONSHIRE 

1, Stu,6e0 

(a) Northampton Arm of the Grand Union Canal (Gayton Junction to junction with River None at 
Northampton) Mr. David Martin, of Northampton, is surveying thia 5 mile length of canal. A 

summary of the work so far is as followa :- 
Bridges: Road and occupation 6, Rail 3, Lifting 5, Sites of former lift bridges I+. 

Locks : All narrow, 721 x 71 approximately. All double bottom gates, all single top gates; 
Cates of various ages of both wood and steel. 
17 locko in all. Rothersthorpo flight han 13. Remaining four are singles. 

Aquaduct: One, carrying canal over None headwater, between locks 13 and 14. 
Cottages: Formerly two, only one romains (near Milton - Rotherethorpe road) 
Warehouses: One at Cotton End, Northampton, intact but in poor condition. Let to Mettoy 

Ltd.; ail goods arrive by road. 
Piekfords warehouse at Gayton junction has been demolished. 

(h) Blisworth Hill Railway. Mr. George Freeston, of Ellsworth, has boon keeping his eyes 
open for physical remains of this railway and is able to report the following :- 

1 Muoh of the track of this early railway (1800 - 1805) had alept undisturbed beneath grans 
land for at least the period of living memory. In 1964, Blisworth Hill farm wan sold by 
Hesketh estates to A.F.Taylor SC Sons who almost immediately set about ploughing up all of 
the fields, plus tuu of the old spoil heaps from the tunnel construction. They aleo 
carried out extensive drainage and part removal of sosie of the hedge lengths. 
I I for one, did not appreciate this change of field pattern. I was soon to change my 
views when the plough started t6 turn up new evidences of the track. Excitement reached 
fever pitch when broken sections of the tramplato rail appeared. I did a shuttle eorvioe 
from that time, to the fields fearfUl that one of these sections would become buried again. . 

In one section where the old hedge was taken out and a new ditch dug, the cross section of 
the old track was fully exposed. In another instance, two soil filled holes were sliced 
through, which could well have been the old sockets for sleeper stones. 

At that time no complete rail had been found. The following year, during the removal 
of two old fireplaces in two different buildings in the village, two complete rails were 
found. One of these, believe it or not, turned up in my own cottage in Stoke Road. The 
other was discovered in what could have been the old "saddle room" at Blisuorth Hill. In 
Deoember 1966, Home Feria in Stoke Road, Blisworth was completely demolished, and yet again 
two small sections of tramplate appeared from out of the rubble, each 'Ames obviously 
having been used in chimney construction. 

In the spring of thie year two new sleeper atones were ploughed.up by Mr. Keleher in 
a field close by the north end of the canal tunnel. 1 

Mr. Frebston hopes to publish something on all this new evidence later this year. This will 
be a plaquel to the excellent booklet "The Blisworth Hill Rsilway 1800 - 1805" by Victor Halley. 

2. Lecture and Courses 

Mr. Geoffrey H. Starmer talked on "An Introduction to Industrial Archaeology" to the 
Thrapston Historical Society on lot June. 

An eight week Summer Term course on Industrial Archaeology was run by the Leicester 
University Department of Adult Edueation at Northampton. This included a survey of some of 
the industrial buildings in Northampton, investigation of a watermill and of the route of an 
ironetone tramway abandoned over 40 years ago) exploration of the Bliaworth Hill Railway and 
the inside of the canal tunnel. Vieits were also made to the Coalbrookdale area, to steam 
pumping angines in Nottinghamshire and the Robinson mill complex. 

(o) Starting in September there will be courses' on Induntrial Archaeology on, Thursday evenings 
at Wellingborough Teohnioal College and on Friday eveninge at the University4Cantre, Barrack 

Road, Northampton. 




