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City Wall, St. Ebbets. (SP.510060) 

A section of the wall north of Princes Street revealed two phases of 
construction on fractionally differcmt alignments. No trace of the 
late Saxon defences was identified. 

City Wall, Merton Grove. (SP.516060) 

A section carried out at the invitation of the College once again failed 
to identify the late Saxon defences, but as with the section in St. Ebbels, 
two phases of medieval construction were revealed. 

34/35 Church Street. (SP.511060) 

No further structural remains were found. An early Saxon ditch, possibly 
of the sixth century was found to run southwards out of the site under the 
line of Church street. 

Church Street: Section. (SP.511060) 

Two sections were made during contractons work. The street surfaces were 
found to be well preserved and a (?) eleventh century pit appeared to post- 
date the earliest road surface. 

Castle Street. (SP.511061) 

A complete section of Castle Street at its junction with Queen Street was 
made possible during the contractor's excavation. This section, although 
much cut through by modern services, revealed a build up of over 2m. com- 
pared with Church Street's 1m., with 19 distinguishable road surfaces. 
At least the bottom six had been cut through by a 11/12th century pit which 
lay in the middle of the road. 

The Barbican (SP.510060) 

The site of St. Budoc's church was identified in 1969. The church was 
destroyed in 1215/16 as part of a strengthening of the defences of the main 
entrance to the castle. The nature of this defence was uncovered by the 
contractors who unearthed the ditch of a large and unsuspected barbican to 
the castle. Noteworthy amongst the finds from the ditch were over 1,500 
pieces of leather including shoes, belts1 and scabards. The existence of 
the barbican implies that ;ld Castle Street can only have assumed its 
alignmnnt after the ditch had been filled in and the area became used as 
the New Market. 
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Castle Ditch (SP 511061) 

Prior to the laying down of a temporary car park on the site of what 
lair be 0.C.C's Phase II development, a small trial tren.;h was dug 
to locate the Castle Ditch. This was successful and moch informa- 
tion has been handed over to the 0.C.C.'s architect's department. 

Cadena Cafe: 44/46 Cornmarket (SP.512063) 

On this site there was no possibility of prior excavation before the 
start of the construction, but a continuous watching brief was main- 
tained during new basement work. Nearly all the occupation levels 
had already been destroyed by existing basements. However the bottom 
of about three dozen rubbish pits were located. The pits ranged in 
date from the twelfth throngh to the fourteenth century, including 
early pits along the street front7_ge. Not a large qnantity of 
pottery was recovered, but one interesting fourteenth century stone- 
lined pit contained fragments of a glass vessel. 

700 St, Aldate's (SP.514058) 

The prinnry aim of this excavation is to recover, stratified struc- 
ture. A secondary ain.is to discover when the St. Aldate's suburb 
was established. In addition it is hoped to survey the upstanding 
medieval and seventeenth century buildings adjacent to the excavation 
site. Unfortunately a three storey seventeenth century structure 
standing immediately to the north of the excavation site was declared 
unsafe by the Corporation days before the main season was due to begin 
and excavation has been restricted to all but a third of the site. 
Nevertheless the small excavation that isStill possible has proved 
rewarding. 

Owing to the low-lying nature of the site no modern basements have 
been dug and superimposed nineteenth, eighteenth, seventeenth and 
? fifteenth century building-places have been recovered in part along 
the street frontage, together with associated occupation levels. 
The medieval frontage isztill intact within the site. The sequence 
thus recovered is totally unlike anything recovered during the com- 
mittee's excavation programme so far. In addition documentation for 
the site is good and the stone building currently being excavated 
agrees very well in dimension with a shop with a solar above described 
in a lease in 1439. The documentation goes back to the late thirteenth 
century but unstratified pottery found in the garden alea behind the 
shop can be dated to the twelfth century and unuld seem to indicate 
that it was at this period that the suburb was established on the 
marshes outside the town. At one time at least the site seems to have 
been the mork place of a bone-worker. 

T.G. Hassan, for the 
Oxford Archaeological Nxcavation 

Committee 
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Lilley Farm Moated Site, Oxon. (SU 678768) 

This lies on the edge of Park Wood 3200. SSW of Miley Paru and 640m. NE 
of Mapledurham House, on the plateau above the Thames valley. A rectangular 
ita1and14.5 by 12.5 E4, overgrown by trees and bushes, is surrounded by a 
moat generally 4m. broad, superficially dry until winter rains but 
soundings indicated some in. of soft material in it. 

An anima/ burrow into a possible drain showed the top of a flint capped 
wall just below the surface near the N.E. corner of the island. Excava- 
tion during the Autumm of 1970 uncovered two corners and much of the N 

wall, 4.5m. long, of a substantial foundation of laid flints above 
chalk blocks to a depth of 0. 40cm. Above this is a firmly laid floor, 
mainly of brick but containing some flints and chalk blocks, extending 
southwards under the ground surface of the island, which slopes upwards 
from N to S. 

The bricks, and broken roofing tiles, abundant in the topsoil, are probably 
17th or 18th century, while the few sherds to date cannot be more precisely 
dated than postmedieval. One coin has come to light an Antoninianus of 
Allectus, dated c.295 

Estate claps from 1722, like the 6" O.S. show a pond without any indication 
of island or structure. The S.O.A.G. hopes during 1971 to continue 
excavation, for the site is small, to determine its date and use, and also 
to seek evidence in the uncatalogued estate records, which may be available. 

W.J. Fowler, for the 
South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group. 

SlURVEYS 

The Mesolithic Research Committee of the C.B.A. is currently engaged in a 
national survey of sites and uaterial. This will be in the form of a 
card index as the first stage of the project, the second of which could 
be the publication of part or whole of the survey in the form of a Gazetteer. 
Would anyone with information about particular sites, or would like to help 
in any way with this project, please contact Mr. A.G. Woodcock, Banbury. 
Museum, Marlborough Road, Banbury, Oxon. 

M.4 Survey 

The Maidenhead Society undertook to survey about eight miles of the route 
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from Holyport, westwards to Billhill Park. Thc area is reasonably flat, 

open farmland with soue fir plantations, and is mainly drained by the 

artificial stream called "the cut" to the Thames. The soils consist of 

sands, gravels, and heavy clays. 

Most of the route was walked before the contractors began operations. 

Several fields of ridge and furrow were noted at Pondwood Farm (SU851756) 

and Whitehouse Farm (SU862765). Much of this remains undisturbed. 

A series of measurements taken Furrow to Furrow gave varying Ridge widths 
from 2.30 metres up to 5.0 metres. I would appreciate information on 

any work donc on Ridge and Furrow in the county so that we may obtain 

soue idea of the date of this. We intend to investigate the Pond Wood 

Farm area more completely in the future as there are several unthreatened 

features including possible fishponds. 

A. cutting at Kiln Copse (SU834735) was closely watched, because of the 

name, but nothing noted. 

A careful search was made between Waltham Place and Poley Street Farm 
at (SU86237730), prior to gravel extraction, for the so-called "Berry 

Grove" villa, but nothing noted, although a farm worker reported finding 

foundations of some sort, in the vicinity whilst ploughing. Uhfortunate- 

ly a watch could not be kept whilst the contractors were working. 

Construction was watched from Frilsham (511539740) east to the railway 

line (SU655711). This section is noticeable for its considerable 

proportion of woodland and the fact that it crosses the untraced sec- 

tion of the Roman road from Silchester to Dorchester on Thames. Nothing 

was found when the wooded areas were opened up. The poor quality of 

the soil suggests that these areas must have been unattractive for a 

long time, whilst the methods of clearance would effectively destroy 

all except the most robust remains. In spite of a careful search no 

trace was seen of the Roman road. 

Three sites were found. At the western end (SU541740) the rolled 

spoil from a drainage trench which had been re-filled mith gravel 

contained black material, burnt flints and a few sherds, provisionally 

identified as Romano-British. Further investigation of this site was 

impossible as a road embankment was built shortly after. A Romano- 
British kiln was found in the M4 track west of Dark Lane (SU603738) and 

at least two more identifiedin the field alongside. Near Maidenhatch 
Farm (SU619738) a drainage french showed a Romano-British building over- 

lying a black layer containing PRIA sherds. The last two sites were 

excavated by Mrs. Greenaway of Reading Museum. 

Surface finds are deposited in Reading Museum. 

D. Wilson and 
F. Butler. 
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Oxford City and County. Museum, Woodstock 

At present this Museum has Education, Conservation and Field Departments 
and of these the latter is responsible for the collection of information 
and material relevant to the archaeology and history of the City and 
County. This involves the collation of data for a Sites and Monuments 

Record covering the physical remains from the prehistoric period to the 
early twentieth century. The department's records include card indexes 
6", 25" and 50" to mile Record Maps, Aerial photographs, Record photographs, 
Slides, Plans, and Sections of surveyed and excavated monuments. 

The present staff comprises the Field Officer, Don Benson and the Assistant 
Field Officer, Mick Aston. The department organises two study groups, 

which meet weekly in the Museum, and carry out field work at weekends. 

The Archaeological Study Group is engaged upon bringing up to date the 

records of archaeological finds and sites in the area, whilst the 
Industrial Arb::aeology Group is engaged upon a variety of surveys and 
projects relating to the later periods. Among these is the restoration 
of a mid nineteenth century steam driven beam engine at Combe Mill, an 

undertaking which has been in progress for the last two years. As a 
result of the activities of the two groups it is hoped that a series of 
topographical histories of different parishes in the county will be 

produced. 

Other current projects initiated by the department include a survey of 
archaeological sites recently discovered by aerial survey in the Upper 
Thates Valley. Interpretation, assessment and eventual publication of 

these is being undertaken by Mr. Nicholas Clayton. 

No organised excavations have been carried out directly by the Field De- 
partment this year although it has been involved in the work of the Upper 
Thames Archaeological Committee. 

Surveys have been carried out of medieval earthworks at Toot Baldon, 
Standlake, Barford St. John and St. Michael. 

Mr. Clifford Reeves, a member of the archaeological study group, has 
completed his survey of the D.M.V. of Broadstone near Enstone, one of the 

best preserved of its kind in the county. 

In conjunction with the County Architect's Department a topographical 
survey was carried out of the archaeology and history of Dorchester as 
part of a conservation study for that village. 

The department produces a newsletter three times a year as a stimulant 
to archaeological and historical work in the city and county. This can 
be obtained on application to the City and County Museum. 
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M.40 Archaeological Research Group 

Following a public meeting at the end of Novenber 1970, a research 
group was established to identify, record and excavate archaeological 
sites along the proposed extension of the M.40 from Stokenchurch to 
Milton Common. Work is due to start early in 1972. The 9 mile 
stretch was divided into 3 mile sections, each to be looked after by 
a small group. The mhole line of the proposed extension was walked, 
first by the Field Section of the Oxford University Archaeological 
Society, and then by the relevant groups. At the same time docu- 
mentary research was carried out, all available aerial photographs 
were examined and a number of aerial sorties were made to identify 
possible sites. 

So far an important crop-mark complex at the Three Pigeons has been 
identified, and late Iron Age, Romano-British and early Anglo-Saxon 
pottery has been found. A trial excavation has revealed sub- 
stantial traces of a late Romano-British settlement here. It is 
hoped more extensive excavations can be undertaken before the site 
is destroyed. Further east at Tetsworth, earthworks of the old 
village lie on the line of the motorway - one of the fields adjoining 
the earthworks has the significant name of 'Oldbury'. Excavations 
of this site too are planned for later in the year. 

Additionally, scatters of Romano-British and medieval pottery have 
been found, notably near Postconbe. It is hoped that geophysical 
surveying will be able to identify sites more closely in these areas. 

Trevor Rowley. 

Milton Keynes, Bucks. 

Work is progressing on the identification and recording of sites to 
be destroyed by the new tomn. Miss R. Dunnett has replaced Dr. John 
Evans as Field Officer for Buckinghamshire. Dr. Evans has been 
appointed to a lectureship in the Archaeology Departuent at Cardiff. 

a 



Newsletter 

The Scroll 

Cake and Cockhorse Banbury Historical Society) 

Newsletter of the North Bedfordshire Archaeological 
Society 

Bulletin of 

Oxford City 

OTHER NEWSLETTERS IN GROUP NINE 

of the Berkshire Joint Committee for 
Archaeology 

(gaidenhead and District Archaeological 
and Historical Society) 

News Bulletin of the Middle Thames Archaeological 
and Historical Society 

the Northamptonshire Federation of 

Archaeological Societies 

and County Museum Archaeological and 
Historical Newsletter 

Top Oxon (Oxfordshire Archaeological Society and 

Oxfordshire Rural C omun ty Council) 

J.S.W. Gibson, F.S.A. 

Humber House, 
Bloxham, 
Banbury, Oxon. 

Mrs. E.M. Hope, 

126 High Street, 
Riseley, 
Bedford. 

Group Secretary 

Miss C.A. Browne, 
19 Orchard Grove, 
Maidenhead, Berkshire. 

Mis. M.D. Scarr, 
38 Elmwood Road, 
Slough, Bucks. 

A.E. Brown 
(see under Leicester) 

Don Benson and Mick 
Aston 

(See under Oxford) 

Bryan Blake, 
Oxford City and 
County Museum. 
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Northants 

Oxfordshire 

AYLESBUIrf 

BANBUIff 

USEFUL ADDRESSES 

OFFICERS OF CBA 

Headquarters Miss B. de Cardi, FSA 01 486 1527 

Council for British Archaeology, 
8 St,, Andrews Place, 
LONDON, NW1. 

Secretary of Group Nine R.A. Rutland 0734 55911 EXt.450 
Museum and Art Gallery, 
P.O. Box 17, Town Hall, 
READING, RG1 1QN. 

Convenor of Group Nine James Dyer, FSA 0582 24808 
6 Rogate Road, 
Cassel Park, 
LUTON, Beds. 

COUNTIES 

Bedfordshire Group Convenor (see above) 

Berkshire Group Secretary (see above) 

Buckinghamshire Buckinghamshire County Museum 
Aylesbury (see below) 

MUSEUMS and EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS 

University of Leicester, 
Dept. of Adult Education (see below) 

Delegacy for ExtraMural Studies, 
Rewley House, 
Wellington Square, 
OXFORD. 

C.N. Gowing, MA, FMA, 0296 2158 
Buckinghamshire County Museum, 
Church Street, 
AYLESBURY, Bucks. 

Appointment to be made 0295 2282 
Public Library and Museum, 
Marlborough Road, 
BANBURY, Oxon. 



Useful Addresses continued 

BEDFORD F.W. Kuhlicke, BA, FSA 0234 53323 
The Bedford Museum, 
The Embankment, 
BEDFORD 

KETTERING Lyall, MA 0536 2315 
Westfield Museum, 
West Street, 
KETTERING, Northants. 

LEICESTER 

LUTON 

NEWB1URY 

NORTHAMPTON 

OXFORD 

A.E. Brown, 
Department of Adult 
Education, 
University of Leicester, 
University Road, 
LEICESTER, LEI 7111! 

P. Smith, FGS 
Museum and Art Gallery, 
Wardown Park, 
LUTON, Beds. 

Department of Archaeology 
and History, 

Putteriage Bury College 
of Education, 

(Contact Convenor) 

H.H. Coghlan, FSA Newbury 4000 
The. Borough Museum, Ext. 64 
Wharf Street, 
NEWBURY, Berks. 

W.N. Terry, ERGS, FRNS 0604 34881 
Central Museum and Ext. 391 

Art Gallery, 
Guildhall Road, 
NORTHAMPTON 

0688 50000 
Ext. 108 

P.D.C. Brown, and 
D. Hinton, 
Ashmolean Museum, 
Beaumont Street, 
OXFORD 

0865 57522 

Don Benson, and Woodstock 456 
Mick Aston, and 653 
Oxford City and County Museum, 
Fletchers House, 
WOODSTOCK, Oxon. 
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Useful Addresses continued 

OXFORD Trevor Rowley, 0865 57203 
Delegacy for ExtraMural Studies, 
University of Oxford. 
HOME: 96 High Street, Wheatley 339 

WHEATLEY, Oxon. 

The Director 0865 55211 

Research Laboratory for Archaeology 
and the History of Art, 

6 Keble Road, 
OXFORD 

T.G. Hassall, 0865 43888 
Director, Oxford Archaeological 

Excavation Committee, 
1 Cambridge Terrace, 
OXFORD 

University of Oxford 0865 58850 
Institute of Archaeology, 
35 Beaumont Street, 
Oxford. 

READING Reading Museum 
(contact Group Secretary) 
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UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD : DELEGACY FOR EXTRA-MURAL STUDIES 

Archaeology Schools and Courses for 1971 

Saturday, 15 May. A day school on Industrial Archaeology at 
Woodstock Community Centre. 

5 - 6 June. A weekend field trip to medieval monuments 
of the Welsh borderland (overnight stay at 
Ludlow). Inclusive fee: £6. 

12 June (Provisional). Afternoon school on the Archaeology of 
Milton Keynes New Town at Wolverton. 

3 - 17 July. Residential Training School in Field 
Archaeology at Middleton Stoney, Oxfordshire. 
Fees: Residential 02, Non Resident £12. 

16 - 17 October. Vireekend school on The Roman Army in Britain 
at Rewley Eouse. 

20 - 21 November. Weekend school on Science in Archaeology 
at Bewley House. 

FUrther details are available from the Secretary, Oxford University 
Delegacy for Extra-Mural Studies, Bewley Bouse, Wellington Square, 
Oxford. Telephone: Oxford (0865) 57203. 
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