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other sites (e.g. Farmoor). The Cotswolds may always have been 

marginal agricultural land compared with the gravel terraces: 

organised into great estates during the Roman and post-medieval 

periods but abandoned to woodland in some areas in the Saxon 

period. In contrast the gravel terraces were probably more 

densely and continuously occupied. 

Samples have been investigated from various minor sites in 

Oxfordshire. Probably the most interesting of these was what 

proved to be a late medieval deposit of gorse (Ulex sp.) which 

had been dumped on the edge of The Causeway, Bicester. Perhaps 

it had been introduced in the form of packing for pottery made in 

a place with a non-calcareous topsoil (e.g. Brill) because the 

Bicester area does not seem a very suitable habitat for gorse. 

Work is at present taking place on samples from the Iron Age 

site at Mingies Ditch, Hardwick with Yelford. With the recent 

discovery, of a late-Glacial channel in the top of the gravel and 

substantial areas of peat near the bank of the River Windrush as 

well as organic deposits of. Roman and Saxon date in the various 

streams which traversed the site it is probable that a more 

complete picture of environmental development will emerge than 

for any other Oxfordshire site so far investigated. Some of the 

riverside peat deposits should prove most interesting for they 

were deposited during a woodland phase. Substantial oak logs 

and fragments of red deer antler are present in them. 

ABINGDON AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 7 Jeff Wallis 

The Society has seen an active year with fieldwork on six 

sites, some of this effort being given over to rescue excavation. 

Attention has been devoted to finalising work on a Beaker. Burial 

at Tuckwell's pit, Radley with the skilled guidance of Roger 

Thomas and Mr. H. Case of the Ashmolean Museum who produced the 

report on the finds (No. 46 above). 

Roger Thomas agreed to take command of the first of the 1980 

excavations at Checker Walk, Abingdon (see No. 6 above). 

Minor excursions to Drayton and Lowe' Radley checked progress on 

gravel extraction and observation of a possible extension of the 

Neolithic Drayton Cursus and an ancient river channel at Lower 

Farm (Nos. 21 and 45 above). Three weekends were devoted to a 

sample survey with Richard Chambers to test the extent of a 

Roman occupation area at Nuffield Way Allotments (No. 7 above). 

It is planned to carry out this technique at Thrupp next summer 

on the plough soils with the remainder of the site. 

Most of the season after the successful open day at Checker 

Walk with 300 visitors was devoted to Thrupp (No. 45 above). Work 

i.Jas concluded in November on the mechanically stripped part of the 

site. Excavation here was unavoidably re-directed on August Bank 

Holiday for three weekends to sink a series of trenches at Radley 

on the new Abingdon Peripheral Road (No. 44 above) - this proved 
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a very useful exercise and was diagnostic - the Society are lacking 

in site 'Heavies' although a 60m-xlm trenchwas'dug by a.dedicated 
few ardent supporters in sometimes pleaSant weather-conditions; . 

The poor summer put paid to what could have been an exceptional 

early season in terms of.cropmarks. The Society attempted to become 

airborne but technical difficulties.did not permit air surVey so 

a cropmark plot was carried out in late June from the ground. The 

site, Dry Piece, part of the Barrow Hills"complex (N0. 44 above) 
was watched and permission to walk in the Barley crop was kindly 

granted by Mr. King of Home Farm, enabling an accurate survey to 

be carried out onan.outstanding and detailed crop growth. This 

we feel was an extremely useful exerciSe on an area that may see 
the suburbs of. Abingdon encroach in the near future, indeed the 

peripheral road.took a Corner out of this field in late August. 

All this effort is not however possible without' a dedicated 

digging team of around a.dozen Who we have counted on throughout 

this year braving all- conditions whose time and assistance with 
sometimes menial tasks we now gratefully acknoWledge. 
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KEY TO NUMBERS IN THE LOCATION PLAN (Not shown are: Nos. 1. The 
Thames Flood Plain Survey; 2. The Upper Thames.Valley Survey; and 

the environmental projects, Nos. 63.and:64) 

SURVEY PROJECTS 

Frilford/Garford 
Sandford-on-Thames 
Uffington, White Horse Hill 

EXCAVATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 
Oxfordshire Gloucestershire 

Abingdon, Checker Walk 53. Fairford/Lechlade, Claydon Pike 

Abingdon, Nuffield Way Allotments POST EXCAVATION PROJECTS 
Abingdon, Peachcroft Farm 
Asthall 54. Abingdon/Radley, Barton Court 

Aston Tirrold Farm 

Barford St. Michael 55. Berinsfield, Mount Farm 

Bicester, The Causeway 56. Berinsfield, Wally Corner 

Bicester, King's End Farm 57. Chalgrove, Harding's Field 

Blewbury, Churn 58. Hardwick with Yelford, Mingle's 

Blewbury, Woodway. Farm Ditch 

Checkendon, The Devil's Churchyard 59. Oxford, 31-34 Church Street 

Cholsey, Manor Farm 60. Oxford, The Hamel 

Deddington, Ilbury 61. Oxford, Ail Saints, High Street 

Didcot, A4130 62. Oxford, Post-medieval pottery 

Didcot, The Rectory (31-34 Church Street, 

Drayton Greyfriars, Littlegate, 

Eynsham Selfridges, Westgate) 

Fencott and Murcott 
Goring Heath 
Great Coxwell 
Hardwick with Yelford, Smith's Field 

Horley 
Kidlington, Moat Cottage 
Kirtlington 
Launton 
Leafield 
Marcham 
Oxford, Abingdon Road 
Oxford, Blackfriars 
Oxford, Bulwarks Lane 
Oxford, Catte Street 
Oxford, 51-55 Holywell 
Oxford, 21 Longwall Street 
Oxford, 1-7 New Inn Hall Street 

Oxford, Frewin Hall, New Inn Hall Street 

Oxford, 11-12 Queen Street 
Oxford, St. Aldates 
Oxford, 31-34 St. Clements 

Radley, Abingdon Peripheral Road 

Radley, Thrupp 
Radley, Tuckwells Pit 

Ramsden, Brize Lodge 
Stanton Harcourt, Linch Hill 

Wallingford, Goldsmith's Lane 

Wallingford, 9-11 St. Martin's Street 

Wroxton St. Mary 
Yarnton 
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LOCATION OF PROJECTS CARRIED OUT BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE OXFORDSHIRE: 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT IN 1980. THE NUMBERS REFER TO THE NUMBERS OF 
THE SUMMARIES CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT. 



PUBLICATIONS 

PUBLICATIONS IN THE REGION 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal, the periodical covering all the work 
done in the county, is published annually by the Bedfordshire Archaeolog- 
ical Council, price £5.25 plus postage for individual issues; subscription 
rate £4.00 plus postage. Issues are available from the Hon. Treasurer, 
the Bedfordshire Archaeological Council, 63 Ampthill Road, Maulden, Bedford. 

Bedfordshire Archaeological 
Contents include: 

P. Martin and 
D.N. Hall 

R.F. White 

K. Bilikowska 

A.H. Simco and 
D. Sherlock 

D.N. Hall and 
J.B. Hutchings 

J.M. Bailey 

It 

D.H. Kennett and 
T.P. Smith 

Bedfordshire Archaeological 
Contents include: 

A. Taylor and 
P.J. Woodward 

C.L. Matthews 

J.M. Hassell, D.B. Baker, 
and E.M. Baker 

J. Haslam 

P.G. Tilson, M. Petchey, 
and D.C. Mynard 

D.H. Kennett and 
T.P. Smith 
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Journal 14 (1980) appeared in autumn 1980. 

'Brixworth, Northamptonshire: new evidence 
for early prehistoric settlement and agri- 

culture' 

'The Bedford Southern Orbital Sewer: a 
watching brief' 

'The Anglo-Saxon Settlement of Bedfordshire' 

'Bushmead Priory: excavations and medieval 
alabaster' 

'Thurleigh Church Excavations' 

'Two Hall and Crosswing Buildings in East 
Bedfordshire' 

'Numbers 7 and 9 West Street, Dunstable' 

'A timber-framed house at Harlington" 

Journal 15 (1981) due out summer 1981. 

'Excavations at Roxton: the late Iron Age 
and Roman sites' 

'A Roman Cemetery at Friary Field, Dunstable' 

'Excavations in Bedford' 

'The Origin and Town Plan of Bedford' 

'Medieval Pottery at Flitwick' 

'Mavourn Farm, Bolnhurst' 

Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal 16 (1982) is to contain B. Dix, 

'Excavations at Harrold Pit, Odell, 1974-1978: final report', and is 

scheduled for production early in 1982. Editor: David H. Kennett, 27 
Lords Lane, Bradwell, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 8NY (telephone 0493- 
68605). 



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

The recent volume of the Records of Buckinghamshire includes the follow- 
ing papers ( Vol.20 part 4 1978) 

Bucks County Museum 
Archaeological Group 

S. and P. Cauvain 

D.D. and D.M. Miller 

G.H. Rusbridger with 
drawings by B.E. 

Rusbridger 

Bucks County Museum 
Archaeological Group 

Richard V.S. Wright 

Michael Farley 

R. Cowell 

Brian Durham 

Michael Farley and 
Barbara Human 

R.A. Adkins and 
D.C. Mynard 

Michael Farley 

M.R. Petchey with a 
contribution from 

C. Woodfield 

E.J. Bull 
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM. OXFORD UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT FOR EXTERNAL 
STUDIES 

CBA Group 9 Newsletters: No.2 (1972) 

No.3 (1973) 
No.4 (1974) 
No.5 (1975) 

No.6 (1976) 

No.7 (1977) 
No.8 (1978) 
No.9 (1979) 

No.10(1980) 

£0.40 
£0.45 
£0.50 

OUT OF PRINT 

£1.20 
£1.20 
£1.20 
£2.20 
£2.25 

The Oxford Region £5.25 (including postage and packing) 

'Buckinghamshire Windmills' 516 

'A Romano-British Site at Micklefield, 
High Wycombe' 528 

'Hartley Court Moat and Enclosure' 535 

'Medieval Graffiti in Some Buckingham 
hamshire Churches' 538 

'A 17th Century Pottery at Potters Row, 

Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire' 586 

'A Skull of Neolithic Shape from Newport 
Pagnell, Buckinghamshire' 597 

'Excavations at Low Farm, Fulmer, Bucks. 

1: The Mesolithic Occupation' 601 

'Middle Iron Age Pottery from Long 
Crendon, Bucks' 617 

'Traces of a Late Saxon Church at St. 
Mary's, Aylesbury' 621 

'Inscribedand Dated Pots of the 18th 
and 19th Centuries from Brill, Buck& 627 

'Neolithic Axes from the Milton Keynes 
Area of the Upper Ouse Valley' 630 

'A Witch-Bottle from Winslow' 635 

'A Roman Field System at Broughton, 
Buckinghamshire' 637 

'A Medieval Settlement Area Adjacent to 
Pitstone Church' 646 
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM CBA HEADQUARTERS 

Newsletter and Calendar of Excavations: March to September, plus November 

with summaries in the following January. Available only on annual sub- 

scription: UK & Europe £4.00; USA & Canada (surface mail) £8.00; USA 

and Canada (airmail) £12.00; Other countries (surface mail) £5.00; Other 

Countries (airmail) £6.00. 

RR6, 3edn. Romano-British coarse pottery: a student's guide 

Webster (Ed) £1.75 

RR11 The effect of man on the landscape: the Highland Zone 

Evans, Limbrey, Cleere (Eds) £7.50 

RR12 Aerial reconnaissance for archaeology, Wilson (Ed) £9.50 

RR15 Excavations at St. Mary's Church, Deerhurst, 1971-73 

Rahtz £4.00 

RR17 Medieval moated sites, Aberg (Ed) £7.50 

RR18 The Saxon shore, Johnston (Ed) £7.00 

RR19 Historic churches - a wasting asset, Rodwell and Rodwell £5.00 

RR20 Gazetteer of Mesolithic sites in England and Wales + 

Gazetteer of Upper Palaeolithic sites, Wymer and Bonsall (Eds) £14.50 

RR21 The effect of man on the landscape: the Lowland Zone 

Limbrey and Evans (Eds) £12.50 

RR23 Stone axe studies, Clough and Cummins (Eds) £11.75 

RR24 Roman shipping and trade, du Plat Taylor and Cleere (Eds) £8.50 

RR26 Excavations at Little Waltham 1970 -7/,Drury £16.00 

RR27 Viking Age York and the north, Hall (ed) £7.50 

RR28 The excavation of an Iron Age settlement, Bronze Age ring - 
ditches and Roman features at Ashville Trading Estate, Abingdon, 

Oxfordshire 1974-76, Parrington £9.50 

RR29 Archaeology in Sussex to AD /500,.Drewett (Ed) £8.50 

RR30 TheAliceHoltlFa.rnham Roman pottery industries, Lyne & 

Jefferies £8.50 

RR32 Iron Age and Roman riverside settlements at Farmoor, 

Oxfordshire, Lambrick and Robinson £18.00 

RR33 Excavations at Melbourne Street, Southampton 1974-7, 

Holdsworth £15.00 

RR34 Archaeology in Essex to AD 1500, Buckley (Ed) £10.75 

RR36 Excavations at Castle Green, Hereford, Shoesmith £9.00 

How to record graveyards, 2 edn., Jones £1.50 

British archaeology: an introductory booklist £0.90 

Signposts for archaeological publication, 2 edn. £1.95 

Archaeology for agriculture, Lambrick £2.25 

Guide to British topographical collections, Barley £6.00 
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Archaeological site index to radiocarbon dates for Great Britain and 

(All these publications are available from CBA Headquarters - Cash with 
orders please) 

NB. Basic and consolidated subscribers are entitled to certain discounts. 
Details can be obtained from the CBA. 

CBA 9 MEMBERSHIP 1980-81 

Societies (archaeological unless otherwise noted), institutions and public 
authorities. Names and addresses are of Hon. Secretaries or correspondents. 

BEDFORDSH IRE 

Ampthill and District A. & Local Hist. 
K.J. Fadden, 7 Lea Road, Ampthill 

Bedford Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. G.O. Cameron, 15 Windrush Avenue, Brickhill, Beds. 

Manshead Arch. Soc. 

C.L. Matthews, 22 Gt. Northern Road, Dunstable 

Beds, Bucks & Cambs.. Historical Buildings Research Group 
J. Bailey, 16 Derwent Drive, Dunstable 

Bedford Museum 
H.J. Turner, AMA Director, The Embankment, Bedford 

Bedfordshire County Council 
D. Baker, Conservation Officer, County Hall, Bedford 

North Bedfordshire Arch. Soc. 
Miss E.G. Cole, 21 Manor Drive, Kempston 

Luton Museum 
The Curator, Wardown Park, Luton 

South Bedfordshire Arch. Soc. 
D.H. Kennett, 27 Lords Lane, Bradwell, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR31 8NY 

Archaeology and government £0.50 

Archaeology in the Ordnance Survey, Phillips £3.95 

Survey by prismatic compass , Farrar £1.25 

Guide to university courses in archaeology, Roe (compiler) £1.95 

Recording old houses: a guide, McDowall £1.95 

Peopling past landscapes, Steane and Dix £3.00 

Ireland (complete) £6.00 

Historic buildings and planning policies, Peace £1.60 

Archaeological resources handbook for teachers, Corbishley (Ed) £2.50 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Beaconsfield & Dist. Hist. 
Miss K. Day, 19 Ronald Road, Beaconsfield 

Bletchley A. & Hist. 
Hoptroft, 20 Great Brickhill Lane, Little Brickhill, Milton Keynes 

MK17 9NQ 

Buckinghamshire Arch. Soc. 
Elliott Viney, c/o The Museum, Church Street, Aylesbury 

Chess Valley A. & His. 
Mrs. M.B.A. Stainton, Madeley, Penn Road, Beaconsfield 

Cholebury-cum-St. Leonards Loc. Hist. Group 
H.R. Brackley, Ivy House, Chivery, Nr. Tring 

Pitstone Loc. Hist. 
K. Saunders, 23 Marsworth Road, Pitstone, Leighton Buzzard 

Milton Keynes & Dist. Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. C. Ashby, Moneybury Cottage, 5 High Street, Potterspury, Northants, 
NN12 7PG 

Milton Keynes Development Corporation 
Archaeological Unit, Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Milton Keynes 

Wolverton & Dist. Arch. Soc. 
R. Croft, Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Milton Keynes 

Buckinghamshire County Museum 
The Curator, Church Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2QP 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Corby Nat. Hist. & A. 

W. Mawdsley, 28 Hereford Close, Corby 

Higham Ferrers Hundred 
Hall, 322 Newton Road, Rushden 

Northamptonshire Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. Phillips, 16 Blandford Avenue, Kettering 

Northants Nat. Hist. & Field Club 
Hon. Sec. Humfrey Rooms, Castilian Terrace, Northampton, NN1 1LD 

Northamptonshire County Council 
Archaeological Unit, County Hall, Northampton 

Northampton Development Corporation 
Arch. Officer, Cliftonville House, Bedford Road, Northampton NN4 GAY 

Northampton Museum 
The Curator, Central Museum & Art Gallery, Guildhall Road, Northampton 

South Northants Arch. Soc. 
B. Rowlinson, 13 Kipling Drive, Newport Pagnell, Milton Keynes 

Upper Nene Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. Friendship-Taylor, 8 Pinetree 

Wellingborough & Dist. A.S. 
Miss L. Fairey, 95 Croyland Road, Wellingborough 

Close, Hackleton, Northants NN7 2AQ 
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OXFORDSHIRE 

Abingdon Area Arch. & Hlst. Soc. 
Mrs. J.A.M. Moores, 53 West St. Helen's Street, Abingdon 

Banbury Hist. Soc. 
Mrs. N. Clifton, Senedone House, Shenington, Banbury 

Enstone Loc. Hist. Soc. 
R.W. Field, Greystones, Cleveley, Enstone, Oxon 

Henley A. & Hist. S. 

D. Humphries, Burnside, Satwell Close, Rotherfield Greys, Henley 

Oxfordshire Arch. Unit 
T.G. Hassall, 46 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford 

Oxford University Arch. Soc. 
c/o Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street, Oxford 

Oxford University Institute of Arch. 
Prof. B.W. Cunliffe, 35 Beaumont Street, Oxford 

Oxford University Research Lab. for Arch. & the Hist. of Art. 
The Director, 6 Keble Road, Oxford 

Oxfordshire Architectural & Hist. Soc. 
c/o Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street, Oxford 

Oxfordshire County Museum, 
Fletchers House, Woodstock, Oxon. 

Oxford University Department for External Studies 
R.T. Rowley, Rewley House, 3-7 Wellington Square, Oxford 

Wallingford Hist. & Arch. Soc. 
Mrs. J. Dewey, 38 Papist Way, Cholsey, Wallingford 

Wantage Industrial Arch. Group 
D. Lawson, 54 Larkdown, Wantage, Oxon 

South Oxon Arch. Group 
Mrs. M. Fallowfield, 64 Woodcote Way, Caversham, Reading 

EXTRA-REGION 

Reading Museum & Art Gallery 
Post Office Box 17, Town Hall, Reading 

.INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

Miss C. Baker, 176 Aylesbury Road, Bierton, Aylesbury, Bucks 

Mr. A.E. Brown, 50 Harborough Road, Kibworth, Leicester 

Mr. S. Cauvain, 97 Guinions Road, High Wycombe, Bucks 

Mr. R.A. Croft, Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Milton Keynes, Bucks 

Mr. M. Davies, The Old Crown, Long Crendon, Aylesbury, Bucks 

Mr. J. Dyer, 6 Rogate Road, Cassals Park, Luton, Beds. 
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Mr. J.W. Press, 9 Lews Road, Timperley, Altringham, Ches. 

Mr. B. Pullen, The White House, Marsworth, Nr. Tring, Herts 

Mr. R.A. Rutland, 25 Westminster Road, Leicester 

Mrs. J. Taylor, Myrtle Cottage, Great Kingshill, High Wycombe 

Mrs. S. Williams, e/o Northampton Dey. Cor. Arch. Unit, Billing Arbours, 
Lumbertubs Lane, Northampton 

CBA HEADQUARTERS 

H.F. Cleere, Director, 
112 Kennington Road, 
London, SE11 6RE Tel. 01 582 0494 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments, 
Fortress House, 
23 Savile Row, 
London, W1X 2HE Tel. 01 734 6010 
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