










































































FIGURE 10

NEWTON PURCELL, OXON
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ENGLISH FARM, STOKE ROW SU677861

' Earthworks of a previously unrecognized medieval settlement
including two dry fishponds were noted by Don Benson. '

(PRN 3235)

MINSTER LOVELL SP323114
Between the well-known ruins of the medieval hall of the
Lovell family (with adjacent church, barn, dovecote and
three fishponds) and the picturesque village of Minster Lov-
ell, there is a field full of crofts and house platforms prob-
ably representing the site of the medieval village. This would
have been closer to the medieval church and may mean that
the present village is a post-medieval foundation (connected
with park expansion?) on regularly planned lines.

(PRN 4755)

LOWER DORNFORD SP450205
A sketch survey was carried out of the earthworks of this
known DMV (Fig: 11). '

(PRN 1059)

CHIPPING NORTON . SP309274
Below the earthworks of the fine Norman castle a dry medi-

eval fishpond remains with its dam to the southwest. The
field is now called Pool Meadow.

(PRN 4197)

BARFORD ST MICHAEL SP432327
South of the known moated site around the manor house

and marshy overgrown fishpond shown on the OS 6-inch
maps, there is a further complex of fish stews and a dam, -
west of the church. This area is very marshy and during the
digging of a trench to facilitate drainage layers of yellow clay
were observed (below the later silt) which probably represents
puddling put down to make the ponds retain water.

" (PRN 1154, moat, and PRN 4122, fishponds)

MOATED SITES IN OXFORDSHIRE

Previously unidentified moats have been noted by the Oxford
University Archaeological Society during parish surveys at:

Bentley Park, Ducklington  SP 348068 (PRN 3947)
Cassington SP455105  (PRN 3763)
Cutteslowe SP508112 (no PRN as yet)
Water Eaton (no PRN as yet)

-SP515121.

STANDLAKE SP398038

A further examination of Major Allen’s air photographs of
this area revealed a previously unrecognized moated enclosure
with attendant ditched enclosures to the southeast. A ground

. inspection revealed that the site was a rather irregular rect-

angle with a wide ditch c. 1 metre deep around it and an ap-
parent causewayed entrance on the southeast side.

(PRN 4127)

MILTON COMMON . SP643043
The identification of a fine medieval fishpond here with its
dam surviving c. 1.5 to 2m high at the north end was promptly
followed by the farmer largely destroying the site in the con-
struction of a modern fishpond on top.

(PRN 4627)

THAME SP711062

In an area scheduled for housing development-a moat has been
noted with a fish stew within its northwest corner. To the
north of this site there are three fine rectangular medieval
fishponds with a dam and retaining banks on the north and
northeast sides.

(PRN 5246, moat; PRN 5247, fishponds)

ASCOTT EARL . SP297184

This small earthen motte and bailey castle recently had a
drainage ditch dug across the north side of the bailey reveal-
ing a rampart built up of deposits of yellow clay. Threats by
the farmer to bulldoze and level the earthworks resulted in an
emergency ‘scheduling’ of the site (Fig. 12).

(PRN 3190)

LEAFIELD POTTERIES

Leafield village was an important centre for the production of
rural red-earthen ware pottery in the 18th and 19th centuries.
The site of the earliest pottery exists at Pot House (SP 321148,
PRN 4756) and this was probably in production from the 18th
to mid 19th century. After the disafforestation of Wychwood
in the 1850s a second pottery was built at SP312155 (Crown
Pottery, PRN 654) complete with kilns, pugmill (horse driven),
claypits and workshops. Pottery was not produced after c.
1900. :

M.A. ASTON
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LOWER DORNFORD DMV, WOOTTON, OXON.
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FIGURE 12
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SURVEYS AND URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE

A programme of fieldwork was begun in May 1971 which it
hoped will eventually result in a survey of all the parishes
from the Thames north to the Crowmarsh-Henley road
(A4130 and A423).

To date significant traces of old roads and trackways, field
boundaries and lynchets have been noted, as well as old gra-
vel, clay and chalkpits. Every field, woodland and coppice
in the parish of Goring Heath has been surveyed, and a
moated site found at SU64508065. Most of a 13th-14th-
century cooking pot was recovered from pipeline trenching
at SU63657847.

Some work has been done and is continuing in the parishes
of Whitchurch, Goring, Mapledurham, Kidmore End, South
Stoke and Ipsden.

The results are going into the Oxfordshire Sites and Monu-
ments Record at the City and County Museum, Woodstock,
and the Assistant Field Officer is giving considerable assist-
ance with the project.

CLIVE HART for the
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP

THE UPPER THAMES ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMMITTEE

Mr N. Clayton has undertaken a survey of all archaeological
cropmarks on the Thames gravels between Oxford and Lech-
lade. It is hoped that this report will be published in the
spring. A similar survey is planned between the Goring Gap
and Oxford. Both these reports will contain detailed 6in
plans of all cropmark sites and the information will be passed
to the planning authorities and contractors. Copies of the
report will be on sale from the Oxford City and County
Museum, Woodstock. .

THE M40 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH GROUP

is jointly sponsored by the Oxford University Department
for External Studies and the Oxford City and County Mu-
seum. The group has been in existence since November 1970
and is currently bracing itself for the strenuous months that
will follow the start of road construction along the nine-mile
stretch from Stokenchurch to Waterstock scheduled for end
March /early April 1972.

Reconnaissance pinpointed three areas of major interest
and several minor ones. The three majors were at Lewknor
at the foot of the Chiltern scarp, where field walkers found
large quantities of pottery and tile in several fields, from
Romano-British to late Medieval, and where air photographs
subsequently taken by the National Monuments Record
showed extensive cropmarks. Trial trenches dug during the
summer appear to confirm that most of these features lie off
the motorway by a matter of yards. The area will be paid

particular attention during the construction phase. A nearby |

area south of Postcombe was mechanically and manually
excavated but proved sterile, and here again it would appear
that the area of interest lies to the south of the route.

33

At Tetsworth, earthworks indicated probable deserted medi-
eval sites adjacent to the existing village. Trial trenches on a
site south of the village confirmed the existence of the settle-
ment, but placed it off the motorway route. West of the
village, the site will be obliterated by the motorway and the
Oxford University Archaeological Society excavated during
July and August (see above p. 17).

At Milton Common, on the gravel plateau, including grass-
tempered sherds, field finds and air photographs had raised
thoughts of continued occupation from Romano-British
times. Mrs Margaret Gray carried out a major excavation at
the Camp Corner site here during September and October
before being flooded off, just as an interesting complex
seemed to be emerging (see above p. 12). It is hoped that
further work can be carried out here this summer before the
site is built over. From the work so far it seems that this
area includes the edge of a late Roman settlement where
iron working was a major.concern.

The line of the northern extension of the M40 from Ox-
ford to Birmingham is expected to be announced in the
middle of the year and the Group, in association with the
Birmingham Motorways Group, will survey the proposed
route for archaeological sites.

MAX DAVIES, Secretary

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY MUSEUM, RADCLIFFE
LIBRARY EXTENSION SP515069
Nature and reason for work: Radcliffe Library extension.

Discoveries and conclusions to date: The site is a typical
Thames gravel site and ditches, postholes, and burials in
three large ditches, two certainly of Roman date, were ob-
served. One of these ditches contained Romano-British
burials. One further ditch may be the ditch of the Civil
War defences of the city.

Future prospects for the site: Total destruction.

CHURCHILL HOSPITAL SP 546058

Nature and reason for work: Hospital extension.

Discoveries and conclusions to date: At Easter trial excava-
tions relocated a kiln found in 1956 and discovered a hitherto
unknown kiln. During a seven-week excavation in June and
July an area of 2000 square metres around the trial trenches
was stripped by mechanical excavator and mvestlgated
Within this area were four kilns, a large T-shapéd pottery
dryer, a circular stone building containing two smaller dry-
ers, a well and a square stone structure, probably of the late
3rd century. Drainage trenches of this phase were also found.
In the late 4th century, after this workshop group had gone
out of use the well was filled with rubbish, predominantly
pottery, but also including a human skull and half a sheep,
and a kiln was dug into one of the silted drainage ditches.
The workshops which must have been associated with this
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later kiln were not found in the excavated area. The earlier
kilns produced mortaria and orange cooking pots, the later
one mortaria and parchment wares. It is hoped to continue
work on the site next year. One of the kilns has been
moved to the Oxford City and County Museum.

Future prospects for the site: Probably second season in
1972 followed by total destruction.

79-80 ST ALDATE’S , SP514058
Nature and reason for work: Office and shop redevelopment.

Discoveries and conclusions to date: The series of medieval
occupation levels reported last year were found to continue
into the late Saxon period and finally rested on a man-made
clay bank resting on the alluvium of the last gravel terrace.
In association with the clay bank were a series of wattle
fences preserved beneath the modern water level. The pur-
pose of the bank is not clear: it might be the original cause-
way of St Aldate’s or alternatively an artificial island con-
structed for a settlement site. The dating also poses diffi-
culties, since the pottery found in association with the bank
does not yet fall into a known typological sequence. The
problem of the dating is being investigated by thermolumin- -
escence and C14.

Future prospects for the site: No future excavation possible.
Heavy piling on the site will destroy the latest levels, but

the earliest levels although heavily perforated will be other-
wise undisturbed.

20-27 ST EBBES STREET and
16-19 LITTLEGATE STREET SP512059

Nature and reason for work: New office and shop development.

Discoveries and conclusions to date: The city wall has been
exposed and can be shown to date from the 13th century.
The western side of the Littlegate has also been uncovered
and was found to have been constructed in two phases of
13th and ?14th-century date. There is no sign so far of a
late Saxon defence; instead domestic occupation has been
found, including a shallow 13th/14th-century cellar. There
is also an indication of a large 14th-century building on the
site possibly belonging to the Greyfriars.
Future prospects for the site: Total destruction of the
whole site except for the scheduled parts of the city wall.

GODSTOW ABBEY SP484091

Nature and reason for work: Erosion and looting.

Discoveries and conclusions to date: A very small excava-
tion was carried out here to rescue parts of a tiled pavement
being exposed in the bank of the river Thames and subject

to looting. It is clear that the site will continue to be eroded
unless the bank is consolidated. Observation was maintained
on thirteen sites during the year.

Future prospects for the site: Safe from any large-scale threat.

T.G. HASSALL, OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATION COMMITTEE

REVIEWS

P.J. WOODS, Excavations at Brixworth, Northants, 196 5-1970.

Part I: The Roman Coarse Pottery and Decorated Samian Ware,
(102 pp, fold-out plan) (Privately printed, 75p or 85p by post from
the author, c/o 7 Stone Close, Wollaston, Wellingborough, Northants)

Prefaced by a summary of the building phases on the site (see
Brixworth in RB section), this consists of an analytical and descrip-
tive catalogue of the considerable amount of pottery found, corre-
lated with analogous material in Northampton Museum, hitherto un-
published. With over 300 illustrations in full profile, the publication
is very good value and, for its region, will stand comparison with
John Gillam’s Northern Types..., the methods of which are followed.

Both detail and wider implications are fascinating. Microscopic
examination of colour-coated wares from Brixworth and Duston/
Weekley has shown the use of the same stamps for decoration and
that all were derived from the same Samian type and came from the
same workshop (pp. 39-44).

Of the mortaria only one~-from Oxfordshire-did not originate
from the Hartshill-Mancetter potteries, indicating the exceptional
influence of the Midland potters. The complete absence of lower
Nene ware could show a trade block {pp. 32-33).

Perhaps the main implication is that in pottery making there was
much continuity. The earliest painted wares ‘represent the natural
extension of a technique introduced ... by the Belgae’ (p. 36), while
the discussion of the origins of the Nene industry (p. 7) stresses the
previous existence not far upstream of an industry ‘of great poten-
tial and no mean achievement’, evidenced in particular by the rich-
ness of the Brixworth finds.

WJ.F.

KEITH BRANIGAN, Latimer. 201
Published by the Chess Valley Archaeological and Historical Society
1971. 201pp. £1.95.

This finely produced volume consists of an account of the Chess
Valley Society’s excavations at Latimer Romano-British Villa, Bucks,
carried out between 1964 and 1970. The occupation at Latimer
began in the Belgic period and continued well into the sub-Roman
5th century, then after a considerable gap, late and post-Medieval
material was found. The interpretation of the post-Roman building
structures has already led to controversy, but it is particularly pleas-
ing to see such a careful examination of this often neglected phase,
concerning the end of the villa. Apart from the detailed excavation
report, the book contains a reassessment of previous excavations,
beginning in 1864, at Latimer. There are also two very useful chap-
ters on the Latimer Villa in its regional context. The final chapter
very properly traces the history of the Latimer estate up to the
present day.

As this report was published in book form it should have included

.an-index and a list of figures and photographs would also have been

useful. The introduction is rather cursory and a more comprehensive
survey together with more regional plans would have been helpful. As
it is the lay reader might have some difficulty in finding his way around
the book. Nevertheless this volume represents an extremely valuable
addition to the published work in our region and the Chess Valley
Society and Dr Branigan must be congratulated on their comprehensive
study of this site.

R.T.R.
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USEFUL ADDRESSES

OFFICERS OF CBA
Headquarters  Miss B. de Cardi, FSA
- Council for British Archaeology
8 St Andrews Place
LONDON NW1 01 486 1527
Secretary of W.J. Fowler Esq
Group Nine 25 High Street
- WATLINGTON
Oxfordshire Watlington 734
Convenor of James Dyer,FSA
Group Nine 6 Rogate Road
: Cassel Park
LUTON, Beds 0592 24808
COUNTIES
~ Bedfordshire  Group Convenor (see above)
Berkshire Reading Museum and Art Gallery
Town Hall
READING RGI1 1QN 0734 55911
Buckingham- Buckinghamshire County Museum
shire - Aylesbury (see below)
‘Northants University of Leicester
- Department of Adult Education (see below)
Oxfordshire Department for External Studies

Rewley House
Wellington Square
OXFORD

MUSEUMS AND EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS

Abingdon Mrs Cox
Abingdon Borough Museum
ABINGDON, Berks

C.N. Gowing,MA,FMA, and
Michael Farley

Buckinghamshire County Museum
Church Street

AYLESBURY, Bucks

Miss C. Bloxham

Public Library and Museum
Marlborough Road
BANBURY, Oxon

F.W. Kuhlicke, BA,FSA
The Bedford Museum
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BEDFORD

David Baker

Planning Department '
Bedfordshire County Councnl
County Hall

BEDFORD

F.V. Lyall, MA

Westfield Museum

West Street :
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A.E. Brown

Department of Adult Education
University of Leicester
University Road

LEICESTER LEl 7RH

Aylesbury

. 0296 2158
Banbury
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Kettering )

0536 2315
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0533 50000
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Abingdon 3703

Luton

Milton Keynes

Newbury

Northampton
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Reading
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- P. Smith, FGS

Museum and Art Gallery
Wardown Park :
LUTON, Beds 0582 21725

Department of Archaeology and History
Putteridge Bury College of Education

- (contact Convenor)

Dennis Mynard and Stephen Green
Milton Keynes Development Corporation
Wavendon Tower
Wavendon
BLETCHLEY, Bucks

H.H. Coghlan, FSA
The Borough Museum
Wharf Street
NEWBURY, Berks

W.N. Terry, FRGS, FRNS and

Bletchley 4000

Newbury 4000
exterision 64

W.R. Moore

Central Museum and Art Gallery E
Guildhall Road 0604 34881
NORTHAMPTON extension 391
J. williams -

Northampton Development Corporation
Lumbertubs Lane
NORTHAMPTON

P.D.C. Brown and D. Hinton
‘Ashmolean Museum
Beaumont Street

OXFORD

Don Benson and Mick Aston
Oxford City and County Museum
Fletchers House

WOODSTOCK, Oxon

Trevor Rowley

Department for External Studies
Rewley House

Wellington Square

OXFORD

96 High Street
Wheatley, Oxon

The Director

Research Laboratory for Archaeology
and the History of Art

6 Keble Road

OXFORD

T.G. Hassall, Director
Oxford Archaeological Excavation Commlttee
1 Cambridge Terrace
OXFORD

University of Oxford
Institute of Archaeology

0604 45811

0865 75722 .

Woodstock
811456

0865 59588/
57203

Wheatley 339

0865 55211

0865 43888

* 35 Beaumont Street

OXFORD 086558850

Mrs J. Greenaway and R.A. Rutland
Reading Museum

Inspector of Ancient Monuments
Department of the Environment
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