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KINGSTON BLOUNT

Two late I.A. cremation vessels were dis-
covered in a pit by the side of 'Elizabeth.
Villa', Kingston Blount, by Mr. Collett
whilst digging a sewe; pipe trench.

Bach vessel contained a cremation; the
larger vessel contained that of an adult and
the smaller bead rim bowl contained the re-
mains of a child. 'The larger vessel, a jar,
was of a general late Belgic shape and, in
common with a necked bowl from the nearby
late Belgic cremation burial at Watlington
(Oxbniensia XXITI 1958, 139—41), exhibited a
false cordon at the base of the neck, lightly
incised grooves below the shoulder and a low
foot ring. The Kingston Blount cremations
appear to provide more evidence for a late
spread of Belgic burial practlse into the.,
Upper Thames Region.’ ’

OXFORD, Austin Friars

' Two small excavctions were carried out to
establish the origins of a small stone build-
ing against the E boundary wall of  the college.
The conclusion was that it had been adapted
from a Friary building, but that the visible
stone mouldings were reused and had been in-
serted since the Dissolution.

OXFORD, Blackfriars

Two small trenches were dug at the W end of
the church to facilitate the interpretation of
the site. - The excavation established the-
probability that the N-Aisle of the Nave be-
longed to the first phase of construction, and
the possible-porch, was shown to have been
added at a later date. The existence of a
probable Galilee found in 1974 outside the
extended W End of the church was confirmed.
Work on' the final report of the excavations
1961-1975 should be ready for publication in
1976.

OXFORD, CHRIST CHURCH

The reflooring of haseménts in the E range’
of Peckwater Quadrangle exposed a large area
of unstable fill which must represent the
cellars of the C17th quadrangle. In the S
range of the cathgdral cloister, builders dug

up two unused late medieval printed floor
tiles, again from the fill of an old cellar.

OXFORD Greyfr1ars

Excavations on the N and S of Turn Again
Lane have exposed walls and robber trenches
of the S -and E ranges of the Great Cloister.
Associated floor surfaces were encountered
including an area of 16 inlaid tiles in situ
in the alley of the E range. Stoneware found
in the robber trenches suggests a Ci17th date
for the robbing of the footings. Further
excavation is planned. . .

OXFORD,; Osney Abbey

Widening of the Mill -Stream exposed a
massive rubble footing and a parallel stone
drain, probably associated with one of the
Abbey's waterfront buildings.

OXFORD, 51-55 Holywell Street

Two small trenches were dug to establish
the line of the outer medieval town wall (a -
defensive feature, apparently unique in
England). The trench coincided with a block-
ed postern gate, approached by a stair on the
town side, the threshold being 3m below modern
ground level and probably very close’ to the
medieval water level. Subsequent salvage
work exposed more of this wall, which must
have formed the S bank of the town ditch until
the C17th. The N bank was also recorded be-
neath the Holywell Street houses.

OXFORD, 14-15 St. Ebbe's Street

Numerous medieval pits were observed during
the contractor's -excavation, and a small
section was recorded through the earliest . -

-road surfaces of Beef Lane.

OXFORD, St. John's College

Staircases 9 and 10, Canterbury Quad, were
observed and recorded. A sequence of deco-
rations was noted and .early C10th dep051ts
recovered from beneath the floors.



WALLINGFORD CASTLE, ABS Site

In November the Architects Benevolent
Society excavated a trench 6m x 1m to a depth
~ of 1m 50cus in the Outer Bailey of the Castle
in order to keep its planning permission )
valid on the site. The stratigraphy of the
tip layers containing 12th and Ci3th pottery
was similar to that recovered in the 1972
excavation.

 WALLINGFORD, Milbrook Development Site

Trial excavations were carried out on this
site by R. Thomas and the Wallingford Society.
Two Victorian pits and a ditch of I.A. date
were the only features located.

WANTAGE, Belmont Park

A series of trial trenches was dug at the
above site in order to learn something of the
nature - of Roman occupation in the area which
has produced material in ‘some quantity. No
evidence was found of Roman occupation and
the only feature located was an undateable
round-bottomed ditch. ‘

WEST HAGBOURNE, Hagbourne Hill

A proﬁon—magnetometer survey was carried
out along the line of the A34 extension in
this area by the Oxford Research Laboratory
for Archaeology and some of the in-service
training students, with negative results.

WILCOTE

" A measured survey of the earthworks of the
shrunken settlement of Wilcote was made in
the face of a threat to plough the previously
unploughed site. A -small amount of excavation
revealed the outline of a stone building and
a patterned pitched stone cobbled yard of two
phases. No dating evidence was found. On
seeing this stonework the farmer decided that
it would be of no advantage to -complete the
work. A minimum of disturbances had been
caused to the previously unploughed part of..
‘the site. '

;o
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ABINGDON AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL and HISTORICAL
SOCIETY - J.B. Carter

In late 1974 the Society's digging acti-
vities were centred on the Ashville Trading
Estate site. In July work began at Langfords
Garden Centre, a town site in Stert Street.

In both instances these sites were excavated
under the direction of the Oxfordshire Archae-
ological Unit,

As a result of an enthusiastic response to
an open day at Ashville in November 1974,
with more than 3000 visitors, the Society was
prompted to promote an exhibition called ‘A
Day of Archaeology' in May 1975 at Abingdon
Abbey. Although the exhibition hinged on the
Ashville site, it also attempted to show
other aspects of archaeological work such as
conservation methods, seed/bone analysis, and
historical research. The whole 'Day' was also
designed to attract anyone interested in the
history of Abingdon. The success of the ex-
hibition, which attracted 4000 visitors was
due mainly to the enormous amount of work on
the part of our own members; however, without
the whole-hearted co-operation of the profes-
sionals from Abingdon and Woodstock Museums
and the Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit, it
would have been much more difficult to
organise.

During the past two years the Society has
been increasingly involved with historical
research, Dlcmbers have for some time been
pursuing the following projects; the tran-
scription of Borough leases of the mid C16th
to mid C19th, the copying of old Abingdon
photographs, and the distribution of public
houses in Abingdon in the past. At a meeting
in June this trend was reflected ia the Soc-
iety's decision to change its name to the
'Abingdon Area Archaeological and Historical
Society', Our principal aims for 1976 will
include a closer liaison with other organi-
sations concerned with promoting the history
of Abingdon.

BOROUGH OF ABINGDON "OLD PHOTOGRAPHS" -
R. - James for Abingdon Area Arch. & Hist.Soc.

This project, started in June 1974, to
collect and preserve old Photographs of
Architectural and Historical value has pro-
duceéd some very good results, and this year,
owing to extra help with photography and
research should move forward rapidly. We now
have well over 200 photographs copied and
these are used for Society displays, local

fetes, and schools, 'thus advertising the pro-
ject to increase our coverage.

CHESS VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL and HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

This year the 3001ety has started a Field
Survey of the Chess Valley, which 1ncludes
parts of Hertfordshire.

Some months were spent on the initial
planning, buying maps, finding out what work
had been done there in the past, obtalnlng
permission from landowners, and in worklng
out an accpptable format.

A regular field walk now takes place once
a month and there are evening meetings for
planning, recording and processing finds.

We are working within the Bucks County.
Antiuities Survey which is organised on a
parish basis, and while our documentary re-
search, which unfortunately lags behind field
work as it is less attractive, follows these
lines, field work is largely governed by which
areas are available. We are also in contact
with the Herts Antiquities Survey and provide
them any relevant information,

An area of R.B. occupation has been found
about 4 mile from the known Sarratt Roman
building, of C2nd -~ C4th A.D. and a concen-
tration of Mesolithic flakes, blades, micro-
liths and cores has been found at Latimer
Park Farm. Various surface formations, 2
‘meadow flotation complexes and possible fish
ponds, have been recorded and drawm on 1:1250
scale and finds are recorded on C3 6" maps
and on 1ndex cards supplied by the County
Museum, Aylesbury and the Herts Archaeological
Department, Copies are returned to us for
our own finds index.

Collectors with metal detectors are active
in the Chess Valley; we have made contact
with them and have been allowed to photograph
their finds and record as near as possible"”
where they were found. In return we give
them copies of the photographs and have had
some of the coins identified for them,

AMPTHILL & DISTRICT ARCHAEOLOGICAL & 'LOCAL

HISTORY SOCIETY - K.J. Fadden

A project for studying aefial photographs
of Bedfordshire, taken by Hunting Survey Ltd.,




for the National College of Agricultural En-
ineering at Silsoe was reported in 1975

Newsletter 5).

The photographs covered an' area of approx-
imately 320 square miles and were taken on
July 21st, 1974 from 6,000' in a vertical
plane giving a reduction of 6,000' to 6",
Each photograph overlapped the next by 50%
giving complete coverage and allowing the use
of a stereoscope for this study. A second
set of photographs were taken at the same time
by a camera which took four exposures simul-
taneously, on film sensitive to a) infra red
b) orange c) green and d) red. The four ex-
posures were printed on the same sheet ‘to
facilitate easy comparison. The scale used
was 6,000' to 4", The timing of the survey
was ideal as it followed almost drought
conditions just before most cereal crops had
turned colour,

The Society was allowed to use the photo-
graphic laboratory at the college, To assist
in recording, a series of cards were printed
with columns for 0.S. reference, name of the
Parish, and a description of the feature.

Each photograph was allocated a card, which
was numbered accordingly. o

The photographs were scanned in a set order
at least three times 1) for square features
2) for round features 3) for linear features..
When a possitle crop mark was found it was
entered on a card with a brief description
and grid reference, -

The information from completed cards was
transcribed onto lists and made into booklet
form, copies of which were passed to the Bed-
fordshire Sites and Monuments Record and to
other responsible bodies in the County.

This project, was carried out by members of
the Society, many of whom were initially com-
pletely inexperienced in aerial photograph
scanning. The crop marks recorded must ob-

viously be treated with caution, -as they need -

not necessarily ‘be archaeological in origin,
but already DMVs have been identified. A
number of suspected barrows were located in
areas known to show surface scatter and at
least one R.B. villa has been found.

WRAYSBURY HISTORY GROUP - Victor Marchant
MANOR FARM

The excavation, which commenced as a rescue
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operation, is at an early stage and at present
has enigmatic features. The site gently
slopes away from the parish church of St.
Andrews, which marks the highest point in this
low-lying area, close to Runnymede.

Immediately below the plough line in most
of the trenches so. far dug, a thin layer of
gravel lying flat is evident. In some trenches
this appears to be a compacted surface, or
the remains of one, but no clear edges to it~
have yet been determined.

Intermingled with this gravel are flint
artefacts apparently of neolithic and earlier.
date, potsherds (over 5,000 so far) mainly
early Saxon to high medieval, many animal
bones, some with signs of butchering, and much
iron slag. It seems reasonable to assume from
the unrolled state of the flints that they
derive from somewhere very near and that they,
are- in their present position owing to dis- .
turbance in antiquity or more recently, or
soil-creep down the slope.

The gravel "surface" has also produced a
late Roman coin of Valens (364-378, copper
or bronze, minted .in Arles) and a silver
Saxon sceatta of about 680-720 AD. The sceat-

" ta has E-Kent links; . they have been found
" sporadically along the London-Oxford axis and

along the Icknield Way and the largest hoard
has been found at Aston Rowant where these
routes intersect.,

Amongst the small finds are some possible.
iron knife blades, two lead loom weights,
part of a bone comb and a blue glass bead.

Excavation continues in the directions in-
dicated by a geophysical survey.

PUBLICATION IN CBA 9 REGION

BEDFORDSHIRE

' Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal published

annually by the Bedfordshire Archaeological
Council, price £3,00 plus postage, subscrip-
tion price £2.50 plus postage. Volume 9,
1974, was used as a volume of ‘essays in honour
of the retirement of F.W. Kuhlicke as Director
of Bedford Museum and Hon. Curator of the
Pritchard Museum of Bedford Modern School.



78

Volume 9 appeared in October 1975; volume 10,
1975, is in the press and due to appear June

1976,

Editor, David’ H. Kennett, 55 Mount Grace Road,
Stopsley, Luton, Bedfqrqshiyg, Lu2 8EP (0582-
24654) . ‘ :

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Journal of Northampton Museums and t Gallery

10 (June 1974) and 11 (December 1974

" BERKSHIRE

The Berkéhire Archaeological Journal vol. 67 -
1973-4 issued free to members of the Berkshire

Arch. Soc. £2 from Hon. Sec., Turstins, High
St., Upton, nr. Didcot, Oxon. ' (v. review
article earlier in Newsletter)

CBA Group 9 Newsletters 2 (40p), 3, 4 (45p)
5 (50p) are available from Department for
External Studies, Rewley House, Wellington
Square, Oxford.

List of CBA Publications

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Record of Bucks 1974 The Council for

in 1954).
1940-46 (1949)
1948-49 (1952)

Milton Keynes Journal 1974

: OXFORDSH IRE 1950-51 (1954)

1954 (1956)
1957 (1958)
1961 (1964)
1967 (1969)
1968 (1970)
1969 (1971)
1970 (1972)
1971 (1973)
1972 (1974)
1973 (1975)

Oxoniensia vol. xxxix (1974)

" British 'Archaeological Abstracts:

(a) Publications from Headquarters

A Survey and Policy of Field Research in the Archaeology of Great Britain, Part 1
(1948). Price 28p post free.

ritish Archaeology: The First Decade, by W F Grimes. Reprinted
from The Archaeological News Letter, 8.5 (January 1955). Price 7p post free. ‘
Archaeological Bulletins of the British Isles (title changed to Archaeological Bibliograph

Price 20p post free
Price post free

20p
Archaeological Bibliography for Great Britain and Ireland

Price 20p post free
Price 40p post free

Price 4op post free

Price 70p post free .

Price {1 post free

Price £1 post free

Pirce £ 1.50 post free
Price {1.50 post free -
Price {1.50 post free
Price £1.50 post free
Price £3 post free )
issued half-yearly: Annual subscription L9 for

institutions. £4.50 for individuals. Back numbers available from Vol. 1 (1968) at £7

for institutions. £3.50 for individuals. . ) .

Archaeological Site Index to Radiocarbon Dates Jor Great Britain and Ireland: Price 3sp
Supplement for 1971 (1972). Price 75p post free o ’

Supplement for 1972 (1973). Price 75
“Memorandum on the Ancient b

t free '
onuments Acts, 2nd Bdition (1954). Price 4p post free. -

Current Archaeological Offprints and Reports, issued yearly: Annual subscription 8op

post free,

Calendar of Excavations, issued monthly from March -until September, November
with January summary. Annual subscription 1.7§ post free. .

Archaeology in Britain. CBA Annual Report.

rice SOp post free,

. CBA Research Report No. 9, “The Iron Age in the Irish Sea Province’ (1972). Price

£1.50 post free. "

CBA Research Report No. 10, “‘Current Research in Romano-British Coarse Pottery’
~- .(1973). Price £4 post free. :
- CBA Research Report No. 11, ‘The Bffect of Man on the Landscape: The Highland

Zone’ (1975). Price
A Guide to British

7.50 post free, :
opographical Collections (1974). Price L4

t free,

The Erosion of History: Archaeology and Planming in Towns (1972). Price £1.25 post

free,

Responsibility and'v'Safeguards in Archaeological Excavation (1972). Price 1 p post free.
" "Handbook of Scientific Aids and Evidence ;or A g

rchaeologists (1970). Price 35p post free.

Standard Record Cards (Bin. X sin.) Sop per 100 plus postage,
Industrial Record Cards sop per 100 plus postage.




C.B.A. 9 MEMBERSHIP 1975 6 A

‘Societies (archaeologlcal unless otherw1se
noted), 1nst1tut10ns and. publlc authorities

Names and addtesses are of hon. secretaries or
correspondents.

BEDFORDSHIRE

Ampthill & Dist. A. & Local History
K.J., Fadden, 7 Lea Road, Ampthill

Bedford
© ‘Mrs. G.0, Cameron, 15 Windrush Avenue,
Brickhill, Bedford.

Bedfordshire A. Council
Miss E.G. Cole, 21 Manor Dr1ve,
Kempston, Bedford.

Manshead, Dunstable

' Mrs, M,H, Parry, 3 The. Square, Hockllffe,
- Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

North Bedfordshire
Miss E.G. Cole, 21 Manor Drive,
Kempston, Bedford.

Bedford Museum * -
The' Curator, The Embankment, Bedford.
(0234 53323) )

Luton Museum . T _
The Curator, Wardewn Park, Luton, Béds,
(0582 217255

Putteridge Bury College of Education
Jo Dyer, 6 Rogate Road, Cassels Park,
Luton, (0592 24808) :

‘Bedfordshire County Council
D, Baker, Conservation Officer,
County Hall, Bedford. (0234 63222 ext.22)

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Beaconsfield & Dist.Hist. =
Miss K, Day, 15 Ronald Road, Beaconsfield.

Bletchley A. & Hist.
Mrs. Se Jarvis, 1 Wordsworth Drive,
Bletchley, Milton Keynes.

|

Buckinghamshire
BElliott Vlney, c/o The Museum, Church Street,
Aylesbury,

Chess Valley A. & Hist.
Mrs. T, Stainton, Madeley, Penn Road,
Beaconsfield,

Cholesbury cum St. Leonards Loc, Hist.
H.R, Brackley, Ivy House, Chivery, Nr.Tring.

Pitstone Local Hist.
K. Saunders, 23 Marsworth Road, Pitstone;
Leighton Buzzard.
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Wolverton & District
RoJ. Ayers, 13 Vicarage Walk, Stoney
/ Stratford, Wolverton.

County Museum
The Curator, Church Street, Aylesbury
HP20 2QP (0296 2158)

Milton Keynes Development Corp.
D.C. Mynard & H.S. Green, Bradwell Abbey F1e1d
Centre, Bradwell (Wolverton 2475)

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Corby Nat. Hist. & A. ' )
We Mawdsley, 89 Steyning Close, Corby i

Higham Ferrars Hundred .
D.N. Hall,. 322 Newton Road, Rusden.

Northants Anthuarlans : B
B.,A. Bailey, 24 The Hall, Monks Hall Road,
Northampton. i :

Northants Nat. Hist. & Field Club
The Humfrey Rooms, Castlllan Terrace,
Northampton. NN1 1LD re

Northants: Socmety of Archlteots o
K. Casson, 1 Isham Close,\Boughton Green Road,
Northampton. .

South Northants . ..l
B.C. Hastings, The Folly, Tlffleld, Towcester.

Upper Nene :
Mrs. D. Priendship-Taylor, Central Museum,_.
.Guildhall Road, Northampton. NN1 ADP. ’

Wellingborough & District’ : ‘
Mrs, M. Traxton, 26 Roberts St.,Wellingborougu

Northampton Museum
The Curator Gulldhall Road, Northampton.
(0604 34881) TR .

Westfield Museun, Ketterlng BT B
The Curator, West Street, Ketter1ng.(Q53§?ﬁ5)

Northamptonshlre County Council

Northampton Development Corporatlon'
Jo Williams, Arch. Officer, Northampton. Dev.
Corpe., Lumbertubs Lane, Northampton.NN31AQ
(0604 45811)

OXFORDSHIRE _ .

Abingdon & Distriet’ «° o "
J.B. Carter, 63 The Motte, Ablngdon.~

Banbury Hist. Lo
Miss C. Bloxham, Oxfordshire’ County Museum,
Fletchers House, Woodstock

Enstone Local Hist,
Mrs. E. Bendixon, Five Chlmneys, Church o
Enstone, Oxford. :

LI
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Oxford Archltectural & Hist.
‘Mrse Nea Stebblngs, c/o Ashmolean Museum,
Oxford.

Oxford University
c/o Ashmolean Museum,

South Oxfordshire A. Group
Mrs. M. Fallowfield, 64 Woodcote Way,
Caversham, Reading.

Ashmolean Museum
P,D.C, Brown, Dept. of Antiquities,
Beaumont Street, Oxford (0865 57522)

Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit .
T.G, Hassall, 3=5 Luther Terrace, Oxford,
(0865 43888)

Oxfordshire County Museum
C.J. Bond, Field Dept., Fletchers House,
Woodstock. (Woodstock 811456)

Museum of Oxford
Ste. Aldatets, Oxford.

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council
L.W. Wood, 20 Beaumont Street, Oxford,

Oxford University Institute of Archaeology
Prof, B, Cunliffe, 35 Beaumont St. Oxford.
0X1 2PG (0865 56350)

Oxford University Rezearch Lab., for Archae-
ology and History of Art

The Director, 6 Keble Road, vaord.

(0865 55211)

Oxford Univevsity Dept. for External Studies
R.T. Rowley, Rewley House, Welllngton Square,
Oxford (0865 52901)

' Wallingford Hist. & Arch. :
Mrs, J. Dewey, 38 Papist Way, .Cholsey,
Wallingford,

Wantage & Dist, Field Club
P, F, Peck, 76 Charlton Road, Wantage.v

'EXTRA-REGION

North Herts
Mrs. D. Cadwallader, c/o Museum & Art
Gallery, Broadway, Letchworth Herts,

Letchworth Museum
The Curator as above

Leicester University Dept. of Adult Education
A.E, Brown, University Road, Leicester,
LE1 7RH (0535 50000 ext 108)

Wraysbury Hist.
A,C,H, Walters, "Quarter Deck", Lammas
Drive, Wraysbury, nr. Staines, Middx,

Individual Members :
Miss C, Baker, New Conkers, 176 Aylesbury
Road, Bierton, Aylesbury, Bucks,

Miss J. Easton, Bentley, Perks. Lane, Prestwood,
Great Missenden, Bucks.

Mro J.W. Press, 193 Cowley Road, Oxford.
0Xx4 1UZ

Mre Be Pullen, The White House, Marsworth,
Nr, Tring, Herts.

Mr. R.A., Rutland, 23 Westminster Road,
Leicester LE2 2EH

CBA HEADQUARTERS

H,F. Cleere, Director
7T Marlybone Road,
London NW1 SHA

01 580 1116

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments,
Department of the Environment,
Fortress House,

23 Savile Road,

London W1X 2AA

01 734 6010





