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right-angle originally, and when the remainder of the town's stone walls were
built in the 13th century, this corner was pushed outwards to partially
'embrace' the castle. This later alignment clearly respects the shape of

the castle, but a right-angled ditch would not. There.is" therefore an

a priori case for thinking that this corner arrangement may be older than

the castle (c. 1071), and probably the long-sought western limit of the

Saxon burh. On the presently established line of the western end of the late
Saxon defences, all but the north end would have been obliterated by the
broad ditches of the Castle and its Barbican which would explain why it was
not picked up in the Westgate excavations. There are no prospects of re-
development in this area, so it will be a long time before these findings

can be confirmed with a deep mechanical excavation.

OXFORD, Turl Street

Workmen repairing a gas main reported a skull and neck bones
apparently articulated, which must have been a burial ‘associated with the
Church of St. Mildred.  This church was suppressed 1n 1429 after the
founding of Lincoln College. . ‘

TETSWORTH, Attington

Since the survey of the deserted medieval village at Attington
(Newsletter no. 8 (1978), 24-26) more medieval pottery has been recovered
including a scatter from the ploughsoil in a field not previously investi-
gated to the north-east of the present farm house.

N

SHIPTON-UNDER-WYCHWOOD

The housing estate which was reported in last year's Report as destroy-
ing house enclosures on the deserted south-eastern edge of the medieval
village has now obliterated the whole of the site (PRN 4525; SP 281 176).
When surveyed in 1973 by R.A. Chambers (Figure 39) the site was found to
contain ridge-and-furrow running up against toft boundaries. Partial top-
soil stripping revealed some medieval occupation debris and also some early post~
medieval domestic debris indicating that at least some occupation continued
into the post-medieval period. Unfortunately it proved impossible to
locate the positions of any bu11d1ngs within the tofts.

STANTON HARCOURT

- ‘ [
Gravel extraction by ARC at Stanton Harcourt uncovered a Roman
cemetery and trackway west of the village cricket ground (Figure 40). An
excavation directed by Neil McGavin, an In-Service Trainee, recovered
evidence of the Roman trackway, which was .lim wide, and ran north-south;
the road surface had been stripped away, -but the ditches on each side re-
mained. To the east of 'the trackway was’ the cemetery.

" Thirty-six skeletons were recovered from 35 graves. The graves were
in rough rows, and were oriented north-south. Some burials were in coffins -
suggested by the presence'of coffin nails or silhouettes of rotted wood;
others perhaps in shrouds. -Finds from the grave included coins, an animal
jaw, and a pair of hobnail boots.” Three skeéeletons had had their heads cut
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CRICKET GROUND

STANTON HARCOURT

Cricket Ground 1978
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Figure 40

Roman cemetery and associated trackway
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off and placed near the feet, either before or after death.

WALLINGFORD: New Road/Thames Street

‘T.J. Weare of the Wallinéford Historical and Archaeological Society
recorded further burials from the site of St. Michael's Church.

X40, New Road from Oxford to Birmingham

During the second half of 1978 and up to the time of writing three out
of four contracts for preliminary survey of the preferred route have been
completed for the Eastern Road Construction Unit. Each contract involved
the excavation of a number of trial pits to examine the structure of the
ground over which the motorway may be built. Each trial pit also provided
an opportunity to check for archaeological remains in the area although so
far no archaeological material has been noted in the sections. The fourth
trial pitting contract will finish next spring. Incidental to the watching
of these pits several pottery scatters have been noted.



137

EXPERIMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY

AN EXERCISE IN PRIMITIVE BUILDING TECHNIQUES - Richard Thomas, David Tabrett
and Bob Mustoe ( Bedfordshire County Council Field Team)

The construction of a primitive hut began in November 1977 during ex-
cavation of the alien priory at Grovebury Farm, Bedfordshire, and it was
completed almost a year later, (I). Since work was carried out intermit-
tently during free time no realistic estimates are available of the total
man hours involved. While the project was not initially intended as a
fully recorded building trial it was soon apparent that the skills and
knowledge gained could bear. upon the understanding of primitive construction
methods. The hut was not built to specifications based upon an excavated
example, although its construction, conditioned by materials to hand, is not

unlike hut types known from the 'nghland ‘Zone'. (2) '

The hut comprlses an almost circular dry stone wall, with an internal
diameter of U4.50-m and contains a central wooden post supporting a conical
thatched roof. The wall is of irregular 'Carlstone' blocks, an iron sand-
stone, which were laid directly onto the ground surface without a foundation
trench. The wall is two stones wide and its five courses were laid in
herringbone fashion to a height of about one metre. Gaps were packed with
locally obtained clay to exclude draughts. The wall circuit was broken by
an entrance facing east, 1m in width and strengthened on each side by hor-
izontal blocks. ' : !

At the centre of the hut, a forked post was set against one side of a
hole 60 cm. deep and stood to a helght of approximately 3.5 m. The roof
timbers were pollarded willows (Sali X fragilis), which radlated downwards
from the central post and were embedded in the top of the encircling wall.
A series of horizontal lengths were bound onto the main timbers at 30 cm
intervals to support the thatch. The entrance was protected by a thatched
porch, resting on two timber portals.

An abundant supply of reeds growing nearby provided thatching material.
Two species of the genus Calamagrostis were present: the small wood-reed
(C. epigeios) and the purple small-reed (C. canescens). These are both
inferior in size and quality to the more common thatching reed, Phragmites
communis, (3). Bundles of reeds were harvested with short-handled sickles.
Contaminants such as nettles, docks, common bur-reed and various grasses
increased the bulk of material. Since cutting took place in season, it
was necessary to dry the bundles in the sun before use. :

The thatching bundles were fixed to the roof by willow battens tightly
stitched with sisal to the underlying horizontal lengths. Sufficient reed
was gathered to provide a moderate covering of thatch, 15cm. thick. A
small opening at the top of the roof was left to allow the escape of smoke
from a central hearth. The thatch successfully withstood heavy rain and
strong gales. Unfortunately, its temptation as fodder proved too great
for the local cattle and they devoured the lower part of the roof covering
at the beginning of January 1979. Is this why so many round-houses are

"surrounded by a fence or ditch? : ‘ ' '

Notes

1. The authors would like to thank the Job Creation workforce and volun-
teers for their assistance, also Brian Pix for many helpful comments.

2. R. Bradley, The Prehistoric Settlement of Britain, RKP London 1978 pp.
60-62 is a recent review ‘of the evidence from-these~areas.

3. J.E. Manners, County Crafts Today, David and Charles, London and Newton
Abbot, 1974, p.70 '
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PUBLICATIONS
PUBLICATION IN THE REGION

BEDFORDSHIRE

Bedfordshire Archaeological Journal, the periodical covering all the work
done in the county, is published by the Bedfordshire Archaeological Council,
price £4.00 plus postage; available from the Hon. Treasurer, 63 Ampthill Road,
Maulden, Bedford. Volume 12 appeared in late 1978; volume 13, 1978, being
'Excavations in Bedford, 1965-1976' is in the press and scheduled to appear
in April/May 1979. Volume 14, 1979 is in preparation and it is hoped will
be published in late 1979. Volume 15, 1980, closure date 3lst August 1979,

Editor: David H. Kennett, 55 Mount Grace Road, Stopsley, Luton, Bedfordshire,
LU2 8EP (telephone 0582- 24654)

General

David H. Kennett, Anglo-Saxon Pottery, (Shire Archaeology, 1978), 1nc1udes
figures of 173 early Anglo-Saxon pots, many from the CBA 9 region, espec-
ially Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire sites.

David H. Kennett, Portrait of Bedfbrdshlre, (Robert Hale, 1978), includes
substantial comments of the archaeological remains of the county, in par-
ticular those of the Anglo-Saxon period.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

'A Roman Veterinary Physician from the Thames Valley', R.P. Wright,
Britannia, 8 (1977), 279-282.

(Graffitto on a sherd from Amerden, Bucks).

'Saxon and Medieval Walton, Aylesbury: Excavations 1973-4', M. Farley,
Recs of Bucks 20 (1976) ‘

(Available for £3.00 post paid, from Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society,
County Museum, Aylesbury).

See also under individual units.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM OXFORD UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT FOR EXTERNAL STUDIES

£BA Group 9 Newsletters No. 2 £ 0.40
. No. 3 £0.45

No. 4 £0.50

No. 6 £1.20

No. 7 £1.20

No. 8 £1.20
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PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM CBA HEADQUARTERS

Newsletter and Calendar of Excavations: March to September, plus November
with summaries in the following January. Available only on annual subscrip-
tion: UK & Europe £3.30; USA & Canada surface mail $7.00; USA & Canada

air mail $11.00; Other countries surface mail £4.00; Other countries air
mail £5.00.

Archaeological Bibliography for Great Britain and Ireland 1974 . £6,00
‘(details and prices of back numbers available on request) '

Current Aréhaeoiogical Offprints and Reports: an annual catalogue of

current offprints from journals and various archaeological reports £1.60
Archaeology in Britain 1975-76 (and CBA Annual Report) _ -+ £2.00
(details and prices of back numbers available on request) :
Bulletin of the CBA Churches Committee (per copy) £0.30
Bulletin of the CBA Schools Committee v (per copy) . £0.20
Romano-British coarse pottery: a student's guide, ed Graham Webster

(Res Report 6; 3rd ed, 1976) £1.253
The Iron Age in the Irish Sea province, ed Charles Thomas _
(Res Rep 9 1972) - o £1.50
The effect of man~onvthe landscape: the Highland Zone, ed. J.G. Evans,

Susan Limbrey and Henry Cleere (Res Rep 11l: 1975) , £7.50
Aerial reconnaissance for archaeology, ed D.R. Wilson £8.00

(Res Rep 12: 1976)
The archaeological study of churches, ed P.V. Addyman and R.K. Morris

(Res Rep 13: 1976) £4.50
The plans and topography of medieval towns in Englahd and Wales,
ed M.W. Barley (Res Rep 14: 1976) £4.50

Excavations at St. Mary's Church, Deerhurst, 1971-73, by P.A. Rahtz
(Res Rep 15: 1976)

Medieval moated sites, ed F.A. Aberg (Res Rep 17) £6.00
The Saxon Shore, ed D.E. Johnston (Res Rep 18: 1977) £6.00

Historic churches - a wastin asset, by Warwick Rodwell with Kirsty
Rodwell (Res Rep 19: 1977) £5.00

Gazetteer of Mesolithic sites of England and Wales, ed John Wymer
with a Gazetteer of Upper Palaeolithic sites i England and Wales,

ed C. Bonsall (Res Rep 20) - ‘ £12.00
The effect of man on the landscape: the Lowland Zone, ed. J.G.

Evans and Susan Limbrey (Res Rep 21) : ‘ £10.00
Burial in the Roman srorld - ed Richard Reece (Res Rep 22) £5.50
Roman shipping and trade: Britain and the Rhine provinces, ed

Joan du Plat Taylor and Henry Cleere (Res Rep 24) ‘ £7.00
Castles and artillery fortifications, by J.R. Kenyon (Res Rep 25) £3.50
Viking Age York and its context, ed R.A. Hall (Res Rep 27) £6.00
The Archaeology of Susséx, ed P.L. Drewett (Res Rep 29) £7.00

The excavations of an Iron Age settlement, Bronze Age ring-ditches
and Roman features at Ashville Trading Estate, Abingdon (Oxon) 1974-76
ed M. Parrington (Res Rep 28) £8.00
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°~ How to record graveyards by Jeremy Jones (1976) ' £0.75
British Archaeology: an introductory booklist {1976) : £0.90
Archaeology and agriculture by George Lambrick (1977) ' - £1.65
Opportunities for archaeologists (published by RESCUE, 1976) . £1.05
Archaeology in schools (information folder) £1.00
Archaeological site index to radiocarbon dates for Great Britain and
Ireland (1971) Main index plus three supplements £5.00 complete
Guide to British topographical collections by M.W. Barley (1974) £4.00
Responsibility and safeguards in archaeological excavation, ed
P.J. Fowler (1972) : £0.50
After rescue, what next? (The lst Beatrice de Cardi Lecture) by
Charles Thomas (1976) £0.60
Archaeology and government (1974) : £0.50
Record Cards
Standard record cards £2 per 100 + postage*
Industrial record cards £2 per 100 + postage¥*
Graveyard memorial record cards ' : £4 per 100 + postage*

(*postage at 50p for first 100,'reduced postage rate for greater quantities)

Note: Basic and Consolidated Subscribers are entitled to purchase many of
the above publications at a substantial discount. For details apply to CBA.

CBA 9 MEMBERSHIP 1978-9

Societies (archaeological unless otherwise noted), institutions and public
authorities

Names and address are of Hon. secretaries or correspondents

BEDFORDSHIRE

Ampthill & District A. & Local History
K.J. Fadden, 7 Lea Road, Ampthill

Bedford Arch. Soc. . _
Mrs. G.0. Cameron, 15 Windrush Avenue, Bedford

Bedfordshire Arch. Council
Miss E.G. Cole, 21 Manor Drive, Kempston, Bedfcrd

Dunstable Historic Building Study Group
J. Bailey, 16 Derwent Drives Dunstable, Bedfordshire

Manshead Arch. Soc.
Mrs. F.E. Lavery, Glebe House, Valley Road, Studham, Dunstable, Beds.

North Bedfordshire
Miss E.G. Cole, 21 Manor Drive, Kempston, Bedford

Bedford Museum
The Curator, The Embankment, Bedford (0234 53323)



142

Luton Museum
. The Curator, Wardown Park, Luton, Beds (0582 21725)

Putterldge Bury College of Educatlon :
J. Dyer, 6 Rogate Road, Cassels Park, Luton (0582 24808)

.South Bedfordshire A.
D.H. Kennett, 55 Mount Grace Road, Stopsley, Luton, Beds, LU2 8EP

Bedfordshire County Council :
D. Baker, Conservation Officer, County Hall Bedford (0234 63222 Ex. 22)

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Beaconsfield & Dist. Hist.
Miss K. Day, 15 Ronald Road, Beaéonsfield

Bletchley A. & Hist.
C. Hoptroff, 20 Great Br1ckh111 Lane, Little Brickhill, Milton Keynes,
- MK17 9NQ

Buckinghamshire
Elliott Viney, c/o The Museum, Church Street, Aylesbury

Chess Valley A. & Hlst.
Mrs. T. Stainton, Madeley, Penn Road Beaconsfield

3

Cholesbury cum St. Leonards Loc. Hist.
H.R. Brackley, Ivy House, Chivery, Nr. Tring

Pitsone Local Hist.
K. Saunders, 23 Marsworth Road, Pitstone, Leighton Buzzard

Wolverton & District Arch. & Hlst. Soc.
Mrs. M. Hansford, 72 Filgrave, Nr. Newport Pagnell Bucks (Bedford 711566)

County Museum
The Curator, Church Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2QP (0296 2158)

Milton Keynes Development Corp.
D.C. Mynard, Bradwell Abbey Field Centre, Bradwell (Mllton Keynes 312475)

Milton Keynes & Dist. Arch. Soc.
Mrs. J. Burbridge, ‘108 Church Street, Wblverton, Milton Keynes (Milton
Keynes 318031)

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Corby Nat. Hist. & A.
W. Mawdsley, 89 Steyning Close, Corby

Higham Ferrers Hundred v
David Hall, 322 Newton Road, Rushden

Middle Nene A. Group
J. Hadman, ‘25 Church Street, Warmington, Peterborough

Northamptonshire
Mrs. F. Williams, 41 Stannard Way, Brixworth

Northants Antiquarians '
B.A. Bailey, 24 The Hall, Monks Hall Road, Northampton

Northants Arch. Soc.
Martin Howe, The Museum, Peterborough
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Northants Nat. Hist. & Field Club
The Humfrey Rooms Castilian Terrace, Northampton NN1 1LD

Northants Soc1ety of Architects

M. Hickling, 38 Kingsley'Road, Northampton
South Northants

B.C.. Hastings, The Folly, T1ff1e1d Towcester

Upper Nene
Mrs. D. Frlendshlp—Taylor, 8 Pinetree’ Close, Hackleton, Northants NN7 2AQ

Wellingborough & District
Mrs. M. Traxton, 26 Roberts Street, Wellingborough

Northampton Museum
The Curator, Guildhall Road Northampton (0604 34881)

Westfield Museum, Kettering
"~ The Curator, West Street, Kettering (0536 2315)

Northamptonshire Arch. Unit
A. Hannan, County Hall, Judges Row, Northampton

Northampton Development Corporatlon
J. Williams, Arch. Officer, C11ftonv111e House, Bedford Road, Northampton
NN4 OAY (0604 34734)

 OXFORDSHIRE

Abingdon & Area Arch. & Hist. Soc.
Mrs. J.A.M. Moores, 53 West St. Helen Street, Abingdon

Banbury Hist.
Ms. Nan Clifton, Senedone House, Shenington, Banbury, Oxon _

Enstone Local Hist.
Mr. R.W. Field, Graystones, Cleveley, Oxon

ﬁenley Arch. & Hist.
D. Humphries, Burnside, Satwell Close, Rotherfield Greys, Henley on Thames

Oxford Architectural & Hist.
Mrs. J. Young, c/o Ashmolean Museum, Oxford

Oxford University '
c/o Ashmolean Museum, Oxford

South Oxfordshire A. Group
Mrs. M. Fallowfield, 64 Woodcote Way, Caversham, Reading

Ashmolean Museum v
P.D.C. Brown, Dept. of Antiquities, Beaumont Street, Oxford (0865 57522)

Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit
T.G. Hassall, 46 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford (0865 43888)

Oxfordshire County Museum
J. Steane, Field Dept., Fletchers House, Wbodstock (Woodstock 811456)

Museum of Oxford
St. Aldate's, Oxford

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council
L.W. Wood, The Hadow Rooms, 101 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6JY




'CBA 9
1979

NORTHANTS

0 10 2_0 m






