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internal dimension of 5m was recorded during trenching within the foundry.
The final documentary reference to the church is dated to 1352. However a
‘lack of 14th century material from across this site suggests that some
contraction occurred before this date. '

Burials recorded on either‘side of the eastern project of Goldsmith’s Lane,
coupled with the fact that no early road surfaces were seen in the
appropriate pipe trenches, indicate that this section of the lane is Late -
or Post-medieval. ’ '

Within the eastern end of the road corridor, north of Beansheaf Terrace,
possible medieval stone walling was recorded. Though no road surfaces were
found, the above stonework may be coupled with the evidence of hearths and
floor layers recorded in the southern end of Trench I, and be used to suggest
the existence of an intramural street.

A second isolated stone building, showing two phases of construction was
recorded ‘at the west end of the road corridor. Though recorded as part of a.
‘watching brief, a ground plan was obtained and associated finds included much
tile and also 12th to 13th century pottery. The east/west alignment of this
building suggests that originally Goldsmith’s Lane continued southwards,
perhaps linking with the projected.intramural street.

Future work in this site will continue in the form of limited, selected
watching briefs.

An Open Day, held on 7 November attracted over 1000 visitors.

WALLINGFORD: 56 High Street - Brian Durham

~This is a frontage site on the main east west axis of the town, and the
developers, Trident Construction Ltd, kindly dug a small ‘sondage’ at the
front to allow the Unit to look at the stratigraphy (SU 606 895; PRN 9279).
A medieval ditch had carved through this particular area, and although there
were burnt and ashy layers on both sides, it did not seem to be the ‘vintage’
site we are always hoplng for in Wallingford.' One or two Roman sherds came
from a contractor 8 trench to the east, sealed by more Early Medieval
burning. '

In complete contrast to the eastern frontage, the rear of the site showed
extensive graveyard disturbance. The Benedictine Priory of Holy Trinity is
known to have been in this once, and burials have been noted in previous
building work. Several were in cists of the local chalky ‘clunch’ stone, but
there was no sign of masonry of the priory buildings.

WALLINGFORD: 9-11 St Martin’s Street - Brian Durham

The post excavation work is scheduled for completion by April 1983 (SU 606
892). The revised phasing has been done, and Maureen Mellor has completed
the recording and first draft of the pottery report. The picture resolves
itself into an interesting Late Saxon horizon of a sunken-floored building
and a well, and a fairly complete but less explicable 17th century horizon.
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WALLINGFORD: 12-13 St Mary’s Street - Claire Halpin

The foundation trenches (parﬁially dug) for a rear extension were observed in

November (SU 607893; PRN 13,191). Within these trenches, which were 1-2m
deep, a thick 19th century overburden was present. Below, archaeological
features probably caused by pit digging were visible. Two pre-1250 sherds
were recovered from the section, and natural soil occurred at a depth of
c.2m. No further archaeological work is envisaged. :

WALLINGFORD: Ihe_Mill, St Mary’s Street - Brian Durham

The site lies across the alignment of the defences, just beside,the existing.

south entrance to the town and therefore probably close to the gate of the
Late Saxon burh (SU 607890 PRN 7797). Rex Dixon of the Wallingford

Archaeological and Historical Society has put a section across the pronounced

break-of-slope, in the hope of exposing the face of the medieval rampart. At
the maximum permissible depth of 1.5m, however, the section show only a 17th
century bank covered with garden soil. .The natural gravel has been shown by
augering to be only 0.3m deeper, so the rampart must be further back. By
implication therefore St Leonard’s Lane must be running along the top of the
rampart, if it is Medieval at all, and Wallingford’s only example of a ‘Late
Saxon intramural street’ is clearly not what it seemed. -Considering the
problems of demonstrating an intramural street on the Wilder’s site just to
the west, these last two excavations have added significantly an
understanding of Wallingford’s topography. : :

The existing trench extends as close as safety allows to the wall on St

~Leonard’s Lane, but in the course of construction of the proposed houses it
is still possible that the rampart face will be seen. )

WENDLEBURY - see M40
WITNEY: 27 Market Square — R A Chambers and C Gott

" The excavation and recording of this site has now been completed by Charles
Gott and members of the Witney Historical Society (SP 3563 -0958; PRN 13,024).

The excavation has revealed a sequence of medieval hearths and floor levels.
cut by later, undated, substantial stone founded walls, all of which pre-date

the inn built on the site in the 18th century.
The present town plan and asSociated hiétorical evidence strongly suggests
that Witney originated as a planned Medieval town. The excavation has

provided archaeological evidence which appears to confirm that the line of
-the market place frontage has not altered since it was first laid out.

WARWICKSHIRE

LONG COMPTON - see OXFORDSHIRE: Rollright
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OXFORD ARCHAEOLOCICAL ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY

ANIMAL BONES - Bob Wilson
Oxfordshire
BERINSFIELD:. Mount Farm.

The bones have.proﬁided some useful data for the Neolithic end Bronze Age, as
well as for later periods: particularly it is hoped, for determining the
continuity of site functions over a long time.

The University Museum reference collections proved useful in identifying
uncommon species at Mount Farm. Species names of interest are: Beaker
period, blackbird; Iron Age, roe deer, pine marten, cat (probably wild) and
raven; Romano-British: donkey and badger; and Saxon: goat and otter. The
overall impression from these records is that the site was a moderately
remote farming area compared to other local settlements, yet is only a few
miles from Dorchester, so perhaps there was marginally more vegetational
cover around or near the site. .

Some large aggregations of water vole bones in Roman ditches are intriguing
and suggest burrowing instrusions as the field ditches silted up. The bones
are not predator meal remains but conceivably could be food caches. They are
indirectly assoclated with the skeleton of a young badger and what appears to
be a fossilised fox scat containing frog bones ~ except that frogs are not
known to. be common in the diet of modern foxes.

All these finds may point to the Roman ditches becoming over-grown, possibly
from unkempt hedges, and becoming a refuge for wild animals. The observation
is useful because the site was ploughed during the medieval period, so that
the appearance of the landscape may well have changed.

‘Articulated’ bones are common. Comparison of Iron Age and modern sheep
skeletons from the site give greater confidence about previous determinations
for reports where there has been uncertainty about the dating of burials.
Not only are modern skeletons morphologically distinctive, but the butchery
was different too. Modern farmers are more economical in removing nearly all
of the. skin. ‘

Most attention will focus on the economic and cultural aspects of the site
particularly on. the continuity of the Iron Age subsistence pattern into the
Roman period. A key to this is to obtain the age distribution of slaughtered
sheep from the mandibles. The contrast with results from the farmstead at
Barton Court Farm, Abingdon/Radley will be of interest. :

See also above: QAU report..
DORCHESTER. By-pass
Bones ffom Dorchester. By—pass'wefe ohly sufficient. to saynthat fhe greups of

Neolithic.and Roman bones were.typical of their respective periods. See also
above, OAU report. :
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OXFORD: Westgate (31-34 Church Street)

The post medieval reports on the St Ebbe’s area of Oxford were completed with
the identification of 657 bird bones from the Church Streét site.
Interesting records include Smew Mergus albellus (only identified previously
- in the Mesolithic at Thatcham, Berkshire - in addition to modern records of
course), tawny owl (perhaps roosting in post medieval buildings), turkey and
peacock (first or second records in the region - the turkey was of course an
introductions from North America). See also above, OAU report. :

PLANTS AND INVERTEBRATES - Mark Robinson
Gloucestershire
LECHLADE/FAIRFORD: Claydon Pike

A waterlogged deposit, from between the islands of gravel upon which the Iron
Age settlement was situated, was examined. It contained a late glacial
flora. The lower part of the deposit was a Chara marl while the upper part
was 'a peat dominated by Menyanthes trifol iata (bog bean). Interestingly;
there was a transition between Betula nana (dwarf birch) in the Cchara marl
and tree species of Betula in the peat, suggesting a warming of climatic¢
conditions. ‘ ‘

Molluscs were identified from a sample of the alluvium which covers the Roman
features in the low-lying parts of the site. Work also continued on a
waterlogged Iron Age sample from the site. :

The archaeology of the site is described above.

Oxfordshire
ABINGDON/RADLEY: Barton Court Farm.

The ants from the Roman wells at the villa were identified. Amongst them was
Formica rufa (the wood) ant, which no longer occurs in this area, and
Tetramorium caespitum, a species which now has a coastal distribution but has
been identified from several archaeological contexts in the Oxford region.

CHALGROVE: Harding’s Field.

A small waterlogged sample and much charcoal was examined from ‘this moated
Medieval manor house (see above). Two interesting species were identified
from the waterlogged sample, Xestobium rufovillosum (the death watch beetle)
and nutshell fragments of Juglans regia, (the walnut). The charcoal was
almost all:beech branchwood, from slowly growing trees, which was probably
used as firewood. It provides a useful piece of dating evidence for the
beechwoods of the Chilterns. ' : :
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HARDWICK WITH YELFORD: Mingies Ditch.

Further Iron Age seed and insect identifications were made in finishing work
on this site. The most interesting addition to the list of plants was a
tentative identification of Peucedanum ostruthzum (master-wort), a species
formerly cultivated as a pot-herb and persisting as a naturalized plant in
northern Britain. The insects included onthophagus nutans, a dung-beetle
_ which is now extinct in the British Isles. See above.

_HARDWICK WITH YELFORD: Smith’s Pit.

What proved to be an early Post Glacial peat deposit was examined from an old
‘stream bed. The stream itself seems to have been overgrown with M,
trifoliata (bog bean) and Schoenoplectus lacustris (bullrush). The seeds and
insects suggested the presence of both grassland and stands of willow and
birch trees. See above.

MIDDLETON STONEY: the Castle. '

A sample from the 12th century latrine shaft contained a diverse range of
biological material including plant remains and insects which had been
preserved by calcium phosphate mineralization. The high status of the site
was reflected by the presence of seeds of grape, fig and black mulberry.
Other items included semi-digested bone splinters and possible gall stones.
Abundant sewage flies (Sphaeroceridae) lived in the contents of the shaft
while a water shrew was amongst the creatures which accidentally fell in and
were unable to escape.

OXFORD: Churchill Hospital.

Examination of rather poorly preserved seeds from a well bottom on this Roman
kiln site produced a flora characteristic of neglected areas around
settlements such as Chel idonium majus (greater celandine), Urtica dioica
" (stinging nettle) and Sambucus nigra (elder). There was also yet another
Roman example of Papaver somniferum (opium poppy). Carbonised chaff of spelt
~wheat and other threshing debris was abundant in the sample. See above -
Oxford, Churchill Hospital.

OXFORD: New Inn Court and 14-18 Queen’s Street.

Bread wheat, hulled barley and rye were identified from a mid to late Saxon
floor layer at 11 Queen’s Street, all probably ordinary domestic debris.

The usual range of mineralized items were recovered from a late Saxon cess

pit at New Inn Court: fruit pips (apple or pear) and sewage/latrine fly
puparia (Sphaeroceridae and Fannia sp). See above - 11-18 Queen’s Street.

STANTON HARCOURT: Blackditch.
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Work has begun on examining a waterlogged sample from an Iron Age ditch

exposed by the construction of the Blackditch By-pass. The site was close to
the edge of the second gravel terrace, which is so thin that the water table
is not far below the ground surface. The macroscopic plant remains suggest
hazel woodland while the beetles suggest pasture, dung beetles being well
represented. Perhaps the ditch surrounded a small hazel coppice on the
terrrace edge while the general landscape was open. O. nutans has also been
identified from this site. (See above).

SUTTON COURTENAY: Drayton Cursus.

The samples mentioned last year of alluvium from this site (see above) were
sieved and the molluscs identified. The lower part of the alluvium had been
decalcified but molluscs were very abundant in the upper part. These
assemblages were dominated by Anisus leucastoma and Lymnaea truncatula, which
tend to be regarded as slum aquatic species. Investigations on Port Meadow,
however, showed that they are the predominant species in that part of the
pasture which is under water for several months but is reasonably dry in the
Summer. It is possible that the closely grazed pasture suffers from too much
insolation in the summer for the usual marsh fauna to be present. - See above.

WALLINGFORD: River Bank.

A column of samples was taken from the bank of the Thames where the river is

eroding away a late Bronze Age site. At the bottom of the column were coarse.

channel deposits, dominated by aquatic species. Above them were overbank
deposits, initially dominated by damp open-country terréstrial_species. Dry,
short-turfed grassland was indicated for the late Bronze Age horizon by
Pupilla muscorum and Vallonia excentrica. Covering the Bronze Age level
however, was alluvium dominated by aquatic species. Towards the modern
ground surface, the proportion of terrestrial species increased until the
present turf, which had a fauna very similar to that from the bronze Age

levels. Modern river management means that the site is dry for most of the
year, and probably does not flood very often. See above - Thames Floodplain
Survey. ‘

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ARCHAEOLOGY SURVEY - Mark Robinson and Bob Wilson

The Department of the Environment has commissioned a survey of the
archaeology of CBA Group 9 Region (Beds, Bucks, Northants and Oxon). It is
hoped that the results of the survey will be published at the end of 1983.
Bob Wilson’s preliminary review of animal and human bones (and marine
molluscs among dietary debris) is given here.

There were some difficulties in reviewing the bone reports. The first was
the large amount of information available = much time was spent re—examining
the known literature and discovering further material. The second was that
the quality of the data varied greatly. These two aspects suggested that a
detailed site by site presentation of data, as in some of the other surveys,
would have been lengthy, repetitive, partly unstandardised, .and not
informative enough. C
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A general consideration only :confirmed the view :that there are fundamental
differences. between the analysis of bones and:of other ‘environmental
material. Bones are intimately associated with many cultural ‘and ecological
processes so that indications of the literal physical environment of man
ought to be derived .during the. last stages of: analysis.  For writing
individual site reports. there is no great problem: interpretation 'is taken as
far as. the specialist decides, and the lack of an explicit means of

comparative analysis usually-restricts this part. For regional studies
" better methods require invention. However the review of the animal bone
material is largely discursive, because there was not time to develop a
method of analysis, even supposing that this had been the aim of the survey.

A related difficulty was that often environmentalists, eg. pollen
specialists, have a simple over-view of the surroundings of man. Humans are
almost irrelevant. But domestic animals and people are so closely associated
that they collectively characterise what a culture is. If ‘environment’ is
used more strictly it should be applied to what is external to each cultural
complex.

It is tempting to call such a complex an ecoculture because this word makes
the orientation of the archaeologist or specialist much clearer. The use of
‘ecosystem’ is not sufficient because it tends to be applied to smaller
natural or managed communities several of which could comprise an ecoculture,
and because social phenomena are involved and clearly lie outside the scope
of biological organisations. Further, each culture and its subsistence
pattern could be defined usefully in terms of its ecological trophic level
not merely as, for example, pastoralist or hunter gatherer but as part of a
more coherent ecological rationale.

A decent paradigm would allow general analysis of bones to proceed more
rapidly than at present because it should clarify how regional information
(chronological, spatial, and cultural) would be used in examining bones for
evidence of social structure before detailed evaluation of minor contexts
occurred. At least the regional survey was written with this problem in
mind., It also tried to heed that there are a number of competently written,
if out-dated, volumes on the same of similar themes, for example, The Oxford
Region, ed. A F Martin and R W Steel. Results so far are helpful for
bringing. together material which shows marked contrasts between others, eg
medieval - post medieval periods.

Perhaps the Neolithic period is of most interest. Still meagre site records
(Abingdon; Puddle Hill, Bucks; Fengate) indicate that the aurochs is the most
frequently hunted species and it is not until the mid or late Neolithic that
red deer bones become more prolific among the bones of domesticated animals.
This suggests that hunting centred on the largest species until these became
less common. It also implies that small game resources were less necessary
to supplement the normal diet and Neolithic subsistence was at a relatively
high level of meat production. There was a considerable emphasis on
management of cattle and pig but not of sheep. Consequently secondary
products appear less important and therefore arable farming may have been a
much smaller part of the economy than in later cultural periods.

Clearance of forest appears liﬁiied in some parts of the region, for example,
"Late Neolithic Puddlehill sites on the Chilterns or at Fengate over the
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border at Peterborough.

In the Thames valley, faunal samples indicate slow clearance of forest around

Buscot and Lechlade, but the:Abingdon and Dorchester areas is moderately open
at an early date. .- S : S : : :

Overall the regional survey is worthwhile if slow, because it gives a

perspective. to our work which probably was lacking previously. ‘A small o
example was: the decision .to include and utilise information from human o
skeletons as a part of reviewing what animal bones will tell us. ‘ ‘
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