
























































































































































































































































































































































The Roman Cemetery - R A Chambers

The presence of a cemetery on this site had been known for some time

- through crop mark evidence. Prior to excavation it was believed that the

cemetery belonged to the surrounding extensive Anglo-Saxon settlement.

Excavation revealed the cemetery to date to the Roman period and to
contain both inhumations and cremations. Burial may have been begun in the
1st century AD with a series of cremations, an unknown number of which have
been partially or completely ploughed out during the medieval period or
later. The earliest cremation which can be confidently dated is a greyware
urn containing a small 2nd-century AD Oxford product greyware beaker. This
cremation appears to have been the only burial to receive its own, private
small enclosure. Several late Roman period cremations were also discovered,
some accompanied by an Oxford product colour coat pottery beaker. The
earliest colour coat beaker may have been manufactured in the late 3rd
century although the majority of the beakers belonged to the 4th century and
all were well worn. Each of the later cremations had been buried in plain
domestic pots, some of which were made in a coarsely gritten shelly fabric
dateable to the 4th and early 5th centuries AD. None of the intact
cremations appear to have had retaining lids. A1l of the vessels were buried
in an upright position (mouth upwards). Several cremation burial pits did
not penetrate the gravel. The survival of such shallow features was due
almost entirely to the protection they were afforded by the ridges of the
medieval open field system. B -

The cemetery also contained 47 inhumation graves each grave containing
a single skeleton. Thirty six of the inhumation graves were arranged in a
broad north-south l1ine. These graves may have been aligned on a major
topographical feature such as a trackway or hedgerow for which no other
archaeological evidence has survived. In each of the thirty six north-south
graves the body had been laid head northwards.. These graves reflected many
of the customs prevalent at the time including decapitation and prone burial.
Several graves contained evidence of coffins and several graves ‘each
contained a 4th century Oxford product colour coated pottery beaker. A
child's grave included hobnail boots, bracelets and glass beads.

A further eleven inhumations grouped at the southern: end of the
cemgtery were orientated west-east. None of these graves produced any grave
goods. - :
This small cemetery displayed several important features which suggest
that it is of a .different character to the usual small rural Roman period
cemetery of the Upper Thames Valley. The cremation and inhumation graves all
respected each other, none cut each other. This is unusual in small
cemeteries spanning the whole or major part of the Roman period and indicates
that the graves had been carefully marked, including at least some of the
cremations. The dated 2nd century cremation, several of the adult north-
south inhumations and the late Roman period cremations all had a common
feature, a small pottery beaker suggesting a continuous local burial
tradition spanning the 2nd to 4th or early 5th centuries AD.

Other features of the cemetery were that almost all of the inhumations
faced east, and that three of the four decapitations displayed similar but
unusual postures for this ritual.

Until the specialist’ reports have been completed no detailed analysis
of this cemetery is possible. However the burial customs exhibited in this
small discrete cemetery suggest a burial ground serving a small, closed
social group with strong, long 1ived traditions, possibly a locally important
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land owning fami]y.

There is no direct evidence to link this cemetery with the villa
excavated in the 1970's close by at Barton Court. The whole area is known to
have ‘been heavily occupied during the Roman period. A second, small discrete
inhumation cemetery excavated 30 years ago some 200m to the north-east
displayed similar qualities to the Barrow Hills cemetery.

The Anglo-Saxon Settlement - Christopher Scull

Sunken-featured buildings (grubenhauser) and very large numbers of post
and stake holes, some representing post built timber structures, were
revealed by topsoil stripping during the summer. _

The majority of the grubenhauser exposed in July had been excavated by
September. - They varied in size from features lm deep and 4.5m square toa
- 'shallow 3m x 2.5m scraping. All had a central gable-post at either end, and
‘several had internal post and stake holes. In some cases the two principa]-

- use for a considerable time. No working or occupation surfaces have been
found associated with any of the sunken features, and no erosion of the sides
and bases of the features has been observed. These factors suggest that all
‘of the grubenhauser so far excavated had boarded floors above the sunken
area. Items of domestic refuse, including burnt limestone, animal bones,
broken bone combs, pins and pottery fragments, some bearing incised or
stamped decoration, have been recovered from all the sunken features, and
some partly worked animal bones and sawn-off horn cores provide evidence of
bone working on the site. However, nearly all such material has come from
residual contexts within what may be deliberate backfill of -the pit of each
abandoned and dismantled grubenhaus. There is no evidence to suggest that
debris from occupation or craftwork accumulated in the pit of " any grubenhaus .
while the building was in use.

The post-built timber structures were rectangular and approximately 7m -
long x 3.5m wide. The relative depths of the post-holes indicate that the
walls, rather than the gable-ends, bore the weight of the roof.. Other
complexes of post and stake holes may represent f11ms1er ‘timber structures
- and fence Tlines.

Anglo-Saxon settlement on the site was estab11shed during the first
half of the 5th century. How long it lasted has not yet been determined, but
there is evidence to.suggest that the site was not occupied after the end of
the 6th century. However, further finds may force a revision of th1s
preliminary assessment.

‘The summer excavation has shown that topsoil stripping must continue on
a large scale if the relationships between post-built structures and
grubenhauser are to be established. It is not possible to 1dent1fy living
units from the cropmark evidence.

ROLLRIGHT: The Rollright Stones - George Lambrick
(PRN 2249, 2252, 2253, 2257, 5025, 5026, 8854 8860, 12251
12252, 12253 12772 SP 295 310)

This year's excavations continued the assessment of the Rollright
complex of monuments commissioned by the DOE. Three areas were examined, the
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The Roman Cemetery - R A Chambers

The presence of a cemetery on this site had been known for some time
through crop mark evidence. Prior to excavation it was believed that the
cemetery belonged to the surrounding extensive Anglo-Saxon settlement.

Excavation revealed the cemetery to date to the Roman period and to
contain both inhumations and cremations. Burial may have been begun in the
1st century AD with a series of cremations, an unknown number of which have
been partially or completely ploughed out during the medieval period or
later. The earliest cremation which can be confidently dated is a greyware
urn containing a small 2nd century AD Oxford product greyware beaker. This
cremation appears to have been the only burial to receive its own, private
small enclosure. Several late Roman period cremations were also discovered,
some accompanied by an Oxford product colour coat pottery beaker. The
earliest colour coat beaker may have been manufactured in the Tate 3rd
century although the majority of the beakers belonged to the 4th century and
all were well worn, Each of the later cremations had been buried in plain
domestic pots, some of which were made in a coarsely gritten shelly fabric
dateable to the 4th and early 5th centuries AD. None of the intact
cremations appear to have had retaining 1ids. A1l of the vessels were buried
in an upright position (mouth upwards). Several cremation burial pits did
not penetrate the gravel. The survival of such shallow features was due
almost entirely to the protection they were afforded by the ridges of the
medieval open field system.

The cemetery also contained 47 inhumation graves each grave containing
a single sketeton. Thirty six of the inhumation graves were arranged in a
broad north-south line. These graves may have been aligned on a major
topographical feature such as a trackway or hedgerow for which no other
archaeclogical evidence has survived. In each of the thirty six north-south
graves the body had been laid head northwards.. These graves reflected many
of the customs prevalent at the time including decapitation and prone burial.
Several graves contained evidence of coffins and several graves each
contained a 4th century Oxford product colour coated pottery beaker. A
child's grave included hobnail boots, bracelets and glass beads.

A further eleven inhumations grouped at the southern end of the
cemgtery were orientated west-east. None of these graves produced any grave
goods.

This small cemetery displayed several important features which suggest
that it is of a different character to the usual small rural Roman period
cemetery of the Upper Thames Valley. The cremation and inhumation graves all
respected each other, none cut each other. This 1is unusual in small
cemeteries spanning the whole or major part of the Roman period and indicates
that the graves had been carefully marked, including at least some of the
cremations. The dated 2nd century cremation, several of the adult north-
south inhumations and the late Roman peried cremations all had a common
feature, a small pottery beaker suggesting a continuous local burial
tradition spanning the 2nd to 4th or early 5th centuries AD.

Other features of the cemetery were that almost all of the inhumations
faced east, and that three of the four decapitations displayed similar but
unusual postures for this ritual.

Until the specialist reports have been completed no detailed analysis
of this cemetery is possible. However the burial customs exhibited in this
small discrete cemetery suggest a burial ground serving a small, closed
social group with strong, long 1ived traditions, possibly a locally important
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land owning family.

There is no direct evidence to link this cemetery with the villa
excavated in the 1970's close by at Barton Court. The whole area is known to
have been heavily occupied during the Roman period. A second, small discrete
inhumation cemetery excavated 30 years ago some 200m to the north-east
displayed similar qualities to the Barrow Hills cemetery.

The Anglo-Saxon Settlement - Christopher Scull

Sunken-featured buildings (grubenhauser) and very large numbers of post
and stake holes, some representing post built timber structures, were
revealed by topsoil stripping during the summer.

The majority of the grubenhauser exposed in July had been excavated by
September. They varied in size from features 1m deep and 4.5m square to a
shallow 3m x 2.5m scraping. All had a central gable-post at either end, and
several had internal post and stake holes. In some cases the two principal
posts appear to have been replaced during the life of the building,
indicating that these structures were well maintained and may have been in
use for a considerable time. No working or occupation surfaces have been
found associated with any of the sunken features, and no erosion of the sides
and bases of the features has been observed. These factors suggest that all
of the grubenhauser so far excavated had boarded floors above the sunken
area. ltems of domestic refuse, including burnt limestone, animal bones,
broken bone combs, pins and pottery fragments, some bearing incised or
stamped decoration, have been recovered from all the sunken features, and
some partly worked animal bones and sawn-off horn cores provide evidence of
bone working on the site. However, nearly all such material has come from
residual contexts within what may be deliberate backfill of the pit of each
abandoned and dismantled grubenhaus. There 1is no evidence tc suggest that
debris from occupation or craftwork accumulated in the pit of any grubenhaus
while the building was in use.

The post-built timber structures were rectangutar and approximately /m
long x 3.5m wide. The relative depths of the post-holes indicate that the
walls, rather than the gable-ends, bore the weight of the roof. Other
complexes of post and stake holes may represent flimsier timber structures
and fence lines.

Anglo-Saxon settlement on the site was established during the first
half of the 5th century. How long it lasted has not yet been determined, but
there is evidence to suggest that the site was not occupied after the end of
the 6th century. However, further finds may force a revision of this
preliminary assessment.

The summer excavation has shown that topsoil stripping must continue on
a large scale if the relationships between post-built structures and
grubenhauser are to be established. It is not possible to identify l1iving
units from the cropmark evidence.

ROLLRIGHT: The Rollright Stones - George Lambrick
(PRN 2249, 2252, 2253, 2257, 5025, 5026, 8854, 8860, 12251,
12252, 12253, 12772; SP 295 310)

This year's excavations continued the assessment of the Rollright
complex of monuments commissioned by the DOE. Three areas were examined, the
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barrow with megalithic remains known from antiquarian sources to have stood
in the field west of the King Stone; the Whispering Knights; and the stone
cairn discovered last year immediately next to the King Stone.

The barrow with large stones west of the King Stone field was well
illustrated at the end of the 18th century, and a pltan of it in relationship
to the Stones themselves which is preserved in the Bodleian is clearly very
accurate as it gives the correct dimensions between the three main monuments.
The excavation could thus be accurately sited and it demonstrated that no
trace of a barrow or of a buried ground surface survives. There was no trace
of a burial at the centre of the mound as shown on the plan, but since it is
unclear whether it was a long barrow or a round one, and there is no need for
burials to be cut into bedrock, this is not significant. No sign of quarries
was found, but again without evidence for the shape of the mound their
position was not predictable. The barrow may well have been removed soon
after it was illustrated (perhaps in the process of quarrying for enclosure
walls and road metalling) as it was described then as "a fallen stone on a
mound undermined”. o

Trenches round the Whispering Knights designed to locate traces of a
mound and/or guarries associated with a possible long barrow also showed that
no substantial features remain. Immediately next to the railings of the
Whispering Knights beyond the extent of ploughing the undisturbed soil
beneath the monument was covered by a thin layer of small rubble. Larger
stones over this may be stones placed round the railings to prevent the path
getting too muddy. Except on the east side no trace of the original soil
survived: steam ploughing earlier this century had cut into the top of
bedrock well below the modern level of ploughing. On the east side the
undisturbed soil contained Neolithic, Iron Age and Roman sherds. The
occurrence of the latter very close to the Whispering Knights suggests that
if there ever was much of a mound it may have been removed by the end of the
prehistoric period. The west side of the trackway leading to the Iron Age
settlement on the other side of the road to the north, which was examined
last year, was found again.

The small scale trial work on the site of the cairn found last year by
the King Stone, was intended simply to define its shape, examine the central
area for signs of a chamber and further assess its preservations. Only the
topsoil and other disturbances were excavated. The cairn is circular and has
what appears to be an intact chamber or cist though its form was unclear
without further removal of superficial cairn material. Some disturbance had
occurred on the east side as a result of the construction of the Royal
Observer Corps bunker, but this does not seem to be toc serious.

Examination of carbonised material from last year's work has just
begun. One of the cremations by the cairn includes tubers of onion couch,
familiar from Bronze Age cremations at the Ashville Trading Estate, Abingdon
and Mount Farm, Berinsfield. The Iron Age sample includes spelt wheat and a
variety of weed seeds. One sample from a pit includes fragments of degraded
bone, a coprolite and some small pebble-like objects which may be tapeworm
cists. These suggest that the pit may have been used as a cess pit when it
was being back filled.

SHRIVENHAM BY-PASS - See Watchfield
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STANTON HARCOURT: Gravelly Guy - George Lambrick
(PRN 8281 8286; SP 403 054)

Excavations on this extensive Iron Age and Roman site were carried out
from mid-September until Christmas 1983. The layout of the Iron Age
settlement is particularly clear cut. A dense linear spread of pits is
delimited by notably straight rectilinear edges on one side and it clearly
respects two areas enclosed by roughly penanular gullies or ditches on the
other. The pits range from early to mid Iron Age, though most have rather
little domestic refuse, and the latest ones encroach on the penanular
gullies, though not on the areas they surround. One of these areas contains
numerous post holes possibly, though not clearly, representing a house. Two
other houses, evident from circles of post holes lie adjacent to the main pit
cluster, and seem to have been encroached upon by the pits after demolition.
Three 4 post structures (?granaries) form a row adjacent to a gap or path
through the pit cluster. One of these structures is clearly cut by the pits,
another was cut by one of the post built houses. The pits vary in size, some
are large classic storage pits, others are much smaller. The density of the
pits and the absence of much intercutting, particulariy between the large
storage pits, suggests that they were dug fairly systematically. Some were
left open long enough for their sides to start slumping in, others were back-
filled before this could occur.

The Iron Age settlement is bounded by a shallow heavily recut ditch,
the latest parts of which seem to be early Roman. The boundary marks a
remarkably clear-cut division between the south-east side of the site where
only Iron Age material has been found and the north-west side which is almost
exclusively- Roman. The main features here are some very large holes, one
very deep one surrounded by heavily recut ditches (which respect the main
boundary) was a well c. 3.5m deep. This had a ramp with shallow steps leading
down to it. A very shallow wide pit with a ditch round the bottom and a
slight ramp from a gap in the ditch may be the beginnings of a gravel pit. A
third large pit of similar form but deeper was cut through a concentric
complex of recut ditches whose outline at least at one stage was hexagonal.
The function of this feature remains a mystery at present. A large
rectangular enclosure laid out from the line of the main boundary across the
site is also Roman, but its north-west side may have originated as an Iron
Age boundary. A number of irregular scoops adjacent to this are interpreted
as casual gravel digging. There was also a Roman cremation in this area.

A few earlier prehistoric features are suspected but not excavated as
yet, though one possible tree clearance pit has produced ?Beaker pottery.
There is a general scatter of worked flint on the site, including a few
pieces of Mesolithic date, but otherwise mainly late Neolithic and Bronze
Age.

WATCHFIELD: Shrivenham By-pass - R A Chambers and Christopher Scull
(PRN 13,455; SU 2325/8925)

Much material of archaeological importance has been discovered during
the initial stages of the construction of the Shrivenham by-pass.

Mr J. Simpson, assisted by other members of the Shrivenham Local
History Society, has recorded extensive remains of a Roman period settlement
west of the Highworth Road. Pits, ditches, cobbled areas and areas of dark
soil have all yielded much pottery. An extensive spread of large limestone
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rubble indicated the presence of a substantial stone building on, or just
beyond the edge of, the by-pass. Several Roman coins have been recovered for
the 0AU by members of the Wyvern Metal Detector Club.

An important 5th-6th century Anglo-Saxon cemetery has been discovered
at the northern end of the by-pass in Watchfield parish (NGR centred
SU2490/9075 PRN 13,196). The site has also provided a collection of
Neolithic-Bronze Age flintwork and early Iron Age settlement features.

The cemetery was discovered when the mechanical excavation of a
roadside drainage.ditch revealed the remains of four human skeletons. The
excavation team working at Barrow Hills, Radley was transferred to the by-
pass for six days to excavate and record the remains within the area affected
by the by-pass. The County Council and the contractors kindly made this time
available.

The conditions under which the graves were excavated were far from
ideal. Previous to the discovery of the cemetery heavy machinery had removed
the top soil. The immense weight of the machinery had cracked and crushed
the underlying skeletal material although metal objects survived remarkably
intact.

The existence of Iron Age and possibly earlier features in the subsoil
made the identification of graves in the heavy and clayey loam a difficult
and time-consuming task.

A total of twenty-seven inhumations of early Anglo-Saxon date, aligned
west-east and north-south, were excavated. Unstratified finds indicate that
this was not the original number of burials in the area, and it is possible
that a considerable number of graves were destroyed before the nature of the
site was recognised.

The earliest burial excavated may date from the first half of the 5th
century AD, but most are of the later 5th or 6th century. These include the
grave of a woman buried with a pair of gilt-bronze saucer brooches, and iron
cloak-pin, a pair of bronze tweezers and a string of amber beads, and that of
a warrior buried with his sword, spear, shield, knife and a bronze cauldron
which may have been made in the Rhineland. Another male burial contained an
iron knife and iron shield-boss, an elaborate bronze belt buckle and
fittings, and a balance inside the remains of a leather and bronze case which
also contained weights and Roman coins.

Other finds include a wooden bucket with bronze and iron bindings and
an iron handle, and a second bronze cauldron. The quality and quantity of
the grave goods appear to indicate that this was the burying ground of a
wealthy and important community. Unfortunately, we do not know what
proportion of the original cemetery is represented by the excavated burials,
and this places severe constraints upon the interpretation of the site..

The OAU would 1ike to thank Oxfordshire County Council, the engineers
and contractors for allowing excavation to take place and for providing
machinery.

The 0OAU wuld also Tike to thank the local volunteers who helped with
the excavation and those who maintained a watch over the site whilst the road
cutting was machined. The QAU is also grateful to Guy Grainger and to Kevin
Harvey, Sally Jones and Gwen Pedder of the Unit's Manpower Services Scheme
for working until after dark to complete the excavation.
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