




















































































































































































































used for storing grain crammed into a narrow strip not encroaching on the 
fields either side.. 

In the Roman period one of the adjacent fields was uSed for paddocks 
and other features peripheral to an unlocated settlement, while the area of 
Iron Age occupation was abandoned. This year.only part of the Roman area was 
examined. A fairly neat, largely rectilinear layout of small paddocks was 
found within the large square enclosure, the corner of which was excavated 
last year. Another large gravel pit, well or zitual hole, possibly Similar 
to one or other-of the somewhat inexplicable features of this type excavated 
last year, has been uncovered, but there was.insufficient time to do more 
than establish that it is Romano-British. It will require excavation next 
year. The only probable Roman features within the Ircin Age half Of the site 
(none weie found last year) were tWo graves with extended burials, one with 
coffin nails. 

Although no formal open day has been held at the site, several school 
and college groups were shown round as well as a number of individual 
viéitors. We also had the pleasure.of havingthe assistance :of two Rumanian 
archaeologists, who worked at-GravellTGuy for three weeks, having had a 
week's archaeological tour round Britain with Tim Allen, Who visited Rumania 
the previous two suMmers. They seem to have greatly enjoyed their visit and 
it added much,to the succest of the exchange. 

WALLINGFORD: 68-70 Wood Street - Brian Durham 
(SU608 893) 

Roger Bettess and TWHAS have dug a small trench to check whether there 
was early occupation on this back street, which rtins parallel to the Market 
Place and about 35m to the east on the riverward side. The'iesult was about 
as positive as could be hoped in a trench 2m x 4.5m, with a large pit 
producing the earliest Late Saxon assemblage known from Wallingford.'- 
Provisionally dated by Maureen Mellor to the.10th-early'11th,century, the 
pottery is of the type which was predominant in Oxford in the 9th-10th 
centuries, and was appearing as far downetream'as London in the 10th century. 

The significance of this find'is twofold: it suggests early activity- 
on Wood Street.which:may, therefore, 'havé been laid out in the foundatiOn of 
the town by.Alfred: it focuses attention on thejaany sites of potential 
redevelopment on this side of the town which may produce the-late Saxon 
evidence-which is inaccessible on the main frontages. 

WANTAGE: The Vicarage - Brian Durham 
(SU396 879) 

It has been the policy of the ,Unit to look closely at the focal points 
of the many lesser towns of Oxfordshire, and particularly those with andient 
beginnings. Wantage Vicarage occupies.the area west of the churchyard with a 
steep Slope down to the Letcombe BrOok. It seemed likely that this-large 
area ,would include evidence of any early settlement in the neighbourhood of 
the Church. A series of four trial trenches were dug'in an effort to 
substantiate this. 

" The trenches were placed to investigate the south and east frontages of 
the site, on the premise that these were the most promising areas for earlY 
settlement adjoining the churchyard. The vicarage pulled down in the 1840's 
was in this area, with an access:near the Corner of the chUrch. Other 
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trenches investigated the terraced site of the proposed replacement vicarage 
and the north éxtremity of the lawn West of the existing vicarage. There Was 
evidence of cultivation in all the trenches. In most places this extended 
down to the surface of the natural Greensand, leaving no early stratigraphy. 
The only place where a distinctive deposit survived was in the northernmost 
trench IV.- A layer of very smooth dark grey silty loam produced one sandy 
sherd and one grass-tempered sherd, which suggested an early deposit. 
Enlargement of this trench failed to produce any more of this material 
however, and ran into an area of 17th century disturbance. It is possible 
that the layer wasAmtact in other areas, but would certainly be patchy and 
there seema little prospect of recovering the sort of sealed'deposit which 
would add anything new to our knowledge of early Wantage. 

With this degree of cultivation or other disturbance it can be 
anticipated that only features dug into the Subsoil would be found, and 
Trench II produced a good ditch of the late 12th-early 13th century. It ran 
'NE-SW"at'a distance of 8.5m from the existing churchyard boundary, and the 
length excavated was precisely parallel to it. It seems not to have been the 
boundary of a larger graveyard, since there was no sign of grave cuts, human 
bone, or graveyard build-up on the church side. It may, therefore, have 
defined a lane outside the Churchyard, which perhaps at thia date led to an 
original vicarage. The building demolished in the 1840's could well have had 
medieval origins as shown by a pencil drawing in Wantage Museum. It is not 
a4ailable for excavation since its site was planted with an avenue of lime 
trees which are to be preserved in the new development. 

WITNEY: Cogges Medieval Fishpond - R A Chambers 
(PRN 4602; SP 3632 0980) 

The first known reference to a fishpond at Coggas dates to 1232 or 1233 
when a pond was described as belonging'to the Lords of Cogges. Ten years 
later another document also mentions the pond but this time in greater 
detail. This has enabled Dr John Blair to define precisely its position as 
that of a site previously identified as a possible fishpond from earthwork 
evidence. 

In September, the fishpond waa sectioned across its width in advance of 
house building at -thereguest of HBMC. This revealed that a medieval 
fishpond in' this position would not have been rectangular aa previously 
thought, buttrapizoidal in plan. The pond was apparently created by 
constructingtwo dams across the flood plain of the Madley Brook.' Also a 
bank was conetructed along the soUth,eastern edge of the flood plain- to match 
the height of the north-western edge. The Madley Brook was diverted along a 
leat which passed to the north of the fish pond. This leat, broadened and 
deepened in recent times, still carries the brook. 

'Further survey work has revealed that the dam which presumably formed: 
the head of the pond now lies beneath houses to the NE. The earthworks of 
what was presumed to be the remains of the demolished NE dam have now been 
shown to be extensive domestic rubbish dumps deposited during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries, presuMably within the pond. 

The positions of the entry and exit sluices which controlled the rate 
of flow of water through .the pOnd are no longer visible. 

The section showed that thelpase of the pond was level. During this 
century much earth and building material had been dumped over the whole of 
the pond area to a depth of several feet in places. This rubble sealed 0.3m 
- 0.5m of buff, silty clay which covered the bottom of the pond. This bottom 
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deposit was examined. by Dr Mark Robinson who found that only 4% of the 
molluecs present were aquatic species. Theterrestrial molluscs suggested 
damp, shaded conditions. Such an assemblage might have occured in a drained 
and-derelict pond overgrown with coarse herbage or scrub. The high 
percentage of:terrestrial molluscs was inconsistent with the deposits 
accumUlating in a water-filled fish pond. 

WITNEY: Mount House and Mount Mills: residence of the bishops of Winchester. 
(SP35720927) 

'The Mount' is a large house in 1.5 acres of garden next to Witney 
church. It had always been associated with the Witney manor of the bishops 
of Winchester, but there were no visible signs of ruins to substantiate this 
and the' site was-never scheduled.: This may explain why there was no 
archaeological response when a. planning application was made to build a 
complex Of retirement homes. The Oxford Unit was, therefore, fortunate that 
C H Pearce Homes of Bristol permitted trial trenching and then a ten week 
excavation. The understanding was that the development would proceed 
imMediately. thereafter, but the results were so impressive that the District 
Planning Committee is ieeking ways to protect the site. 

- In broad terms, the garden encloses, the east, .south and probably west 
ranges of a large 12th.century 'country house', together with the north moat 
and probably the bridge and gatehouse. The principal private lodgings appear 
to be a tower solar at the southeast corner, to whiCh was added a full-width 
latrine block. An antechamber or narrow hall formed the east range and seems 
to have,had a 'chaper.-projecting eastwards. The term ',chapel' is applied 
because Of its orientation and exterior roll-moulded pilasters. This complex 
survives in many places,' to head7height as a result of having been embanked in 
the 12th century, and then buried by 18th century landscaping. 

The second area of excavation investigated the north range, which was 
built against the substantiaLcurtain wall. The range had an original wall- 
fireplace with a roll-moulded surround, .but there were also several central 
hearths'within a. good accumulation of medieval floor surfaces. A section of 
the rock-cut moat was excavated, and shown to have been silting steadily 
since the 13th. century.. 

-The documentary background to the site is likely to be as good as any 
of the manors of. the' Winchester bishopric. Patricia Hyde used the detailed 
accounts of the bishops pipe rolls for a B. Litt. thesis on the manorial 
economy and she has recently transcribed the entries for 125152. There are 
references to the aisle of the hall, 'the kitchen and the bakehouse, all of 
which remain'to te located by excavation. It will, however, be an enormous 
task:to collate all the reference's, and this has been deferred until the 
'future of the site is known. If the refusal of planning permission is upheld 
by the Queen's Bench Division, the site'will be purchased by the local 
authority and will be displayed as an ancient monument. There would 
logically. be some further excavation to assist in display. The remains will 
never:have the grandeur of the Winchester palaces of Wolvesey and Bishops 
Waltham, but they have the merit of being relatively pure 12th-century work, 
with little in the way of later rebuilding'and modification. 

There is no close parallel among excavated .sites for a major 12th- 
century country house built around a Court-yard, part of which is embanked as 
an adulterine castle in the 'Anarchy. It is the rectilinear terracing of the 
tower 'area in both.Phases 2 and 3 which promises to be most challenging for 
both excavation and display. It may be that the site was effectively a 
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'castle' at this time. For this reason it is difficult to see it as simply a 
large moated Manor, and hence the temptation to follow 18th' century 
antiquarians and refer to it as Witney 'Palace':- An interim,report: 
Palace: Excavation's at Mount House, Witney. in 1984 by Brian Durham was 
published and is.available from the Oxford Archaeological Unit. 

WITNEY: St Mary's Church - R A Chambers 
(SP 3562 0923) 

Contractors installing new rainwater drains and soak-aways at-St Mary's 
parish church, Witney, have recovered several fragments of decorated flOor 

The church was extensively rebuilt in the first half,ofthe 13th 
century when north, and south transepts.were added. Part of the:nave and 
north porch of the previous :Norman church were incorporated" in the 
rebuilding. 

- The south transept has recei-Ved extensive alterations.since the 13th 
centtry, one of Which is the blocked ardh which formerly led'to a Chapel on 
ths.east side (J. Sherwood and-N. Pevsner, .0xfordshire (1974); 845). The 
excavation of a pipe trench and new soak-away immediately east of the blocked 
archway revealed several fragmentary, decorated medieval floor tiles. These 
tiles appeared as a thin layer of rubble overthe presumed site of the former 
chapel floor of which nothing was seen. The chapel:floor may have comprised 
floor tiles laid directly on the raw, natural clay subsoil. NO trace of the 
chapel foundations were seem 

Other Oxfordshire dites 

In addition to the sites described above the Unit was involved in 1984 
with a number of other smaller watching briefs and excavations .which have 
been described in the Unit's Newsletter. Thèse included:- 

BICESTER, St Edburg's ChurCh: examination of 'the floor of the north aisle. 

CHALGROVE, (SU6360950): watching brief during the. laying Of drains across an 
earthwork site. 

DIDCOT, site of Vaux Hall (SU5210 9090) excavation by the Didcot and District 
Historical and Archaeological Society. 

DORCHESTER.(SU5748 9448): undated. inhumation. 

DUCKLINGTON CHURCHYARD (SP: 3590 4768): watching brief' duiing trenching 
adjacent to the 'Manor House% 

KENNINGTON, Old Man's Piece (SP 509 014): fieldwalking on post-medieval kiln 
site. 

KIDLINGTON, Moat Cottage (SP488137; PRN 9219): watching brief on site of. 
partly moated early post-medieval hotse. 

OXFORD, Abingdon Road: Survey of Norman arches of the:Grandpont. 
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WITNEY: Mount House. An exercise in reconstruction of the phases of 
the development of the palace drawn by Kate Steane. From B. Durham, 
'Witney Palace: Excavations at Mount House, Witney in 1984'. 



OXFORD, 3 Beaumont Buildings: medieval pottery fraM gravel quarry or ditch 

OXFORD, Broad Street (Exeter College)1 17th century pottery from the city 
ditch. 

OXFORD, 9-10 Queen Street: examination of 12th century cellar or pit in 
watching brief. 

OXFORD: 39-41 Queen Street: watching brief. 

SOMERTON, the Rectory (SP28754967): watching brief during trenching across a. 

medieval fish pond at Castle Yard. 

WALLINGFORD, .High'Street (pu009 895): observation of street surfaces and: 
central drainage 'kennel'. 

Warwickshire 

LONG CciMPTON: The Rollright Stones - George Lambrj.ck 

Excavations with. the University Archaeological Society:investigating 
sites round the R011right StoneS for HBMC were brought to completicin this - 

year when the remainder of the.small barrow west of the King Stone,.-first 
examined in 1982, was exCavatecL A central pit produced-burntbone,'*t:.had 
probably been robbed. However a more peripheral siall,pit Contained a 

Fig. 29 

LONG COMPTON: 

decorated collared urn. 
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decorated collared urn with cremated bone, providing valuable.dating 
evidence: Immediately adjacent: to it wes a post holewhich had:contained a 
'thick, plank placed over a fisrtner cremation partly occupying a hollowed out 
void beneath the cremation in the pot. 

The excavation also recovered the remainder of the .pcatter:of. 
Mesolithic flint bladelets in the old ground surface beneath What little 
iemained of the barrow mound. With the 1982 material about 180 flints Were 
foUnd, almost all small blades. struck from a well prepared core. Almost all 
had been snapped but show'little sign of subsequent working or use. They 
thus deem. tO represent a .temporary knapping site concerned only with 
producing bladelets, not pritary involving knapping nor final working.:' 

The trench-like feature which produced an assemblage of post glacial 
woodland snails in 1982 was also further excavated. Its character remains 
somewhat uncertain but is most likely to be A natural feature rather than 
being Man-made. 

In January 1985 a contour survey of the stone circle was carried out by 
Andrew Mudd and Frances Peters. Preparation of' a final report on the project 
is now well under way. 




