






































































































































































































Several otliér texts imply that a wyrttruma or wyrtwala,was a linear 
rather than an areal feature, or at least that:its length was much 
greater than its-breadtii. This is well shown.by the bounds ofEvesty 
(Somerset) ("Ut Geofanstige)19 

of tam 
aeadb.sWa wyrtruma sceat otRamleah weg 

1 

'Iront-.that pit just as .é wyittruina shoots up to (or as far as) Ramleah 
way'. The primary sense of.éceotan 'to shoot' related to the discharge 
of a missile, or to its.ltrajectory; in charter -boUndéjt wouldIseem to 
indicate that the boundary se desicribed was fairly straight, or followed 
a smooth. curve, without sharptUrns20. 

In the bounds of Long Sutton (Hanta) there is a clear indication that 
_the myrttruma ran along-It/le verge of 'd wood21: 

of an slade.innan.WitMundes lea, tanne be wUrtruma 
andlanges wudes to here hwitan dic 

Yrom that valley into W4mund's clearing, then by a wyrttrUma beside 
a wood to the white ditch'-.(Drc:is taken as..'.ditch' rather.than 
as it is here, feminine)- The boundary is defined by the wyrttruma which 
itself. runs by the side of a wood. The genitive construction sUggesti 
the meaning. 'beside': cf! 'along of' in Modern dialects22. 

1 

In several' charters the feature in question itivsaid to belong fo the 
woOd of a named owner; thus in ploudestershire we have Tatah'.gréféé 
wurtwale and bynningcgrafee wyrttruMan22:(grii(a) 'grove.'; Dynningc 
'asSociated-with Dynne'). In the lirst 'charter forAtimpton(SoMY'One 
section of the boundsvie-thus described24: 

on witig leas wyrttrUman, ofer cattes:fleot, on, 

eatan beares wyrttruman, d'imon east otOslaces. lees 
eastende, nort be wyrttruman on de eastlangan dicwaler 

Part of the wyrttruma appertained to a withy-bed, part to-Eata'i wood 
(bearu 'grove'), while part had some relation to,a dicwalu 'ditOh-wale', 
a compound not noted elsewhere; it is declined feminine though wale is 
masculine. 

The feature was not simply the edge of a wood; the usual tériffer this 
was efeSe 'eaves', and the edge is distinguished from an assOciéted 
wyrtwala ineeVeral Charters. At Water Newton (Hanta) the bOundary 
runs:25 

be wertwalan on ta efsan and (tan on crone wialg, and sa 
be wirtwalan on dime mere Iorn 

The wyrtwala is something 
(Nilts):25 . 

other than the eaves. Similarly at Ham 

tonne west ut dilrh henna leah, od'hit cumetto 
daere efese; donne a nord'be wyrtwalan d".;et on 
even tonegreatan, Btsc 

The emphatic 'ever northwards' implies thét the wyrtwala takes us a 
long way. Parallels include the two Witney charters already cited. 
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At Tiehill (Oxon) the boundary of the detached woodland estate of 
Radenore (now Pyreton)runs abc_wyrtwalan for about 500 7ards along 
the perimeter.track Of QueenWood.27 

Further, the feature waa an artefact subjeCt to decay through age, as 
at Fovant (Wilts) :28 

of wulfhylle-to wude; awa be tin eald wyrtruma in on 

Nodre 

To be 'old' in 994 it must surely have been constructed at least half 
a century before. 

To sum up: we have a linear feature of considerable extent, constructed 
to serve some purpose associated with the verge of woodland. The exact 
sense of the two compounds may help to define the aspect of this 
feature more closely. 

The adjective trum means 'strong, firmfable t6 resist', so that truma 
is 'force, atrength, support'. In the Alfredian tranalatien of Orosius29 
it is applied to a force of soldiers: 

_Heh fde eahta ond hundeahtatig-coortena,- het we 

nu trùman hatap; 

'the had 88 cohorts, which we now-call trumes' 

The notion of bringing effective force to beer would lead naturally to 
the sense-of order or Array. In Middle English, down to the 14th 
Century, trume could mean either a body Of troops in battle array or a 
crowd ln a general sense; As A verb it meant 'to.assemble in a troop'. 
The cognate Laiin:turma 'squadron of horse' was:likewise generalised 
to mean 'crowd, throng'. Thus, if the first eleMent in'wyrttrùma could 
still:be taken as 'root': when the compound was fOrmed, the meaning could 
be taken.as 'root-strength' or trObt-support'; nAternatively, it could 
be ''rooi-array' or 'plant-array' (cf. William Barnes' 'trees ln rank 
along a ledge'30). This Would aptly.describe the hedgebank At the edge 
of a wood, especially if it contained large treén, whose roots, vie*ed 
from the fieldside, woùld be seen to support or_strengthen'ihe bank. 

.Its purpose would be to'keep cattle out of the wood, and tO.prevent deer' 
or:other Wild anima's from.leaving ii31.' At Chetwode (Bucks) the 

-founder of the Chetwode familY'is said tojiave killed a great boar 
which came out of the forest32 and:the-enclosure map of Chetwode and 
A.ts secOndary settlementliartOn Hartshorn22-ehows Wild Boar Pond on 
-Barton Common near the edge of Tingewick Woods.'. This section of the 
:.bounds iathus described34, 

46nan tilrh wippan hoh, het awa be aiem gretan 

.'wyrtruman on &Tie holan weg 

- 'thence ihrough Wippa's hoo (watershed) and so by the great wyrttruma 
.to .(and then on) the hollow,way'-. This desCribes somefourmiles of the 
northern boundary.of the privileged Chetwode-Hillesden estate35, but 
'great' does not seem to refer to length in Old-.English; AfspriMary 
sense wes 'thick, stout' as opposed to slender'... The :nresent remains 
of the bank and of the ditch in front of-it. do not suggest that the 
wyrttruma was exceptionally massive, butAt could be called 'great' 
because of the exceptional width of-a green path or ride inside the 
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hedgebank, with some indication of a further bank bounding thelwoodland 
proper. The surviving section of this ride has become somewhat over 
grown' in the past sixty Years, but it is clearly shown on the aix-inch 
Ordnance map of 1923 and the one-inch map of 1833. A survey of 176336 
indicates that this composite verge extended eastwards along the estate 
boundary on the north side of what was then Hillesden Great Wood' and 
that it was of considerable width. Alternativeli, and less probably, 
gretan could be an unrecbrded adjective from greot 'grit, gravel' to 
indicate the mode of construction. 

These suggestions are linked with the meaning of wyrtwala. Thé element 
wala (m) or walu (f) comes from a Common Germanic *waluz evidenced by 
Gothic walus 'rod'. Thel Sutton Hoo helmet has shown that the Wala of 
Beowulf 103137 was a raised ridge which ran over the top of thé helmet 
from front to back to protect the head from sword-cuts38. In Charters 

- 1 the sense 'ridge, bank of earth' seems appropriate for the rare simplex 
wala39. HOwever, the glbss waledra for striatarum (c. 1050)40Hindicates 
a broader sense 'stripe, not necessarily raised'. Eight centuries later 
Thomas Hardy used 'wale' in this sense in Tess41: 'The broad acreage ... 
beginning to be striped in wales of darker bzown'. In.modern English 
'weal'.and .'gunwale' both relate to a special form of raised line or 
strip, as do various specialised uses of 'wale' in dialect42, including 
'a long ridge of fresh-cut hay' (the Dorset weile 43) and 'the pointed 
ridge on a spade', though 'a bright margin round the edge' reqUires the 
sense 'stripe (of-colour)'. Another dialectal use of 'wale' as 'the edge 
or verge of a mountain' could fairly be cited as supporting thé 
interpretation of wyrtwala ai 'the foot of a slope', but it maY rather: 
be some form of physicallbbundary separating the cropti and-gras.A:of thé 
farm from-the roUgh grazingom the hillside (cf ge-bn tune geoh,dune 

1 the Be gescedwisan.gerefa44 ): this would be in line with the other. 
meanings. 

It is therefore submitted that the fully developed forest verge would 
include a hedgebank, properly called the wyrttruma, usually with 
hedgerow timber and an oûter ditch, together with a path or ride between 
.the hedge'and the wild-wbod, properly called the wyrtwala, particularly 
if this path were slightly raised or at least gravelled. Usually, 
though not necessarily, All these would belong to the wood, so that 
those perambulating:the boundary of an adjoining estate Would have to 
keep outside, as at Newnham, where the boundary ran andlang straet 
widiltan alt wyrtwalan45 (presumably andlang takes the accusative 
because one is on the straet 'highroad', not-beside it). In contrast, 
if the estate under survéy included the woodland verge, the reee and. 
villagers would use the Plerimeter track which they or their predecessors 
had made and,which they maintained. 

With the clearance of the ancient forests, or of land which had reverted 
to forest during the post-Roman relapse, a need would be'felt for. the 
effective enclosure and protection of the woods which remainedand by 
the early 10th century46 this had led to an appropriate terminology. If 
boundary surveys were normally made by the estate reeve or genetit, to 
whom the woodwards'reported, the use in charters of specialist terms 
with little general currency becomes intelligible. Most villagers would 
probably refer to the hedge, ditch or path as such, or simply té the 
eaves of the wood47, but the foresters would speak of a wyrttruMa to 
prOtect, their woodlands or a wyrtwala to get round them quickly. The 
pAth would not be for general use, but after the estate had become a 

1 pariah its use for, Rogationtide perambulations would naturally give rise 
to a limited public right of way, which is still recognised in ihose 
parishes where the laudable practice of beating the bounds is maintained. 
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This-right, however,-is to .be.exercised only on formal occasions, under 
- the direction of the parish officers49. The custom of Rogationtide 
processions reached England in the 8th Century; the practice of reading 
the Gospels at selected-landmarks is evidenced in the Badby (Northants) 
charter of 94449 

on Fealuweslea,per glfric.biscop redan het 

'to the fallow clearing (Fawsley) where-BishonAElfric (the :grantee) 
.ordered rvading:to take.place. Gower, Mawer and Stenton50 found this 
-Clause impossible tn translate and postulated a corruption in the text. 
Sweet51 thought that rgdan was a deriVative of rolid and'Meant .its6 measure'. 
But the ldter charter bounds-of:Newnham begin at the noint52 

sa din' le.7elfric biscop let dician 
'at the ditch which Bishop glfric caused to be dug'; and it seems likely 
that he prescribed a Gospel reading there. Rédan can be for redan in 
the.sense 'to read, especially to. read-in public' whence :r57edere 'lector', 
rleding 'lection, passage read' and riédingb5c 'lectionary'. In Luke 
4:16 surrexit legere 'he stood up to read [the:scroll of- Isaiah]' is 
translated 'he aras to redanne' 'raedanne'). It.is therefore 
submitted that-the 'clause means. thertthe Bishop directed-a regular 
observance here, to keep the siteA.n mind. 

In The Place-Names of Berkshire53 Margaret Gelling discusses 74 Old 
English surveys, seven of _which include a wyrtwala (in two the term 
occurs twice). In five.instancss. the boundsrun 'by' the wyrtwala, and 
the editor accepts.that here, as in othercounties,-the term refers to 
a.-linear feature. The emphatic a be wyrtwalan 'ever by the wyrtwala' 
oncùrs:three times; one ofthese54-can-beidentified-with the edge of 
BagleY:.Wood, and in the Brimpton charter55 the bounds run 

andlang-herpates to l'ere efisc; tonne eft on 

wyrt walah to'crOh hamme 

'beside a public path to the eaves (of a wood), :then.again on the 
wyrtwala (previoUsly mentioned) to'-a. saffron meadow'. 

The term wyrttruma does not occur in Berkshire, and wyrtwala presumably 
took its place in describing the boundary hedgebank as well as the track., 
Adjoining parishiones mightr,have to'keep:laboriously on the field side 
(onla fleax -Ntyres56 or the like); not entering the wood, since it was 
not heirs. - 

-Perhaps the most interesting case in Berkshire occùrs at Blewbury, where' 
the boundary ran57-- 

of sulgéate be wyrt Walan to on read ledfan mapuldre 

'from a plough-gate ::(a gate or gap where acceis was obtained from the 
wood.to the ploughland) by a wyrtirala as far as the red-leaved maple- 
tree', as distinctive then as it would be now. 

A free-standing hedgebank,Separatedb a path:lrom the wood behind it, 
contributes greatly to the beauty of the couUtryside;:especiallyin 

/spring. Housman59 noticed that thé cherrystandi-abnut the woodland 
ride! rather than in the wood; it is not iis habit to grow tall and 
branchless59. The composite verge Was .COnstrUcted and maintained 'for 
practical feasons, but there may have'been.a deeper feeling thaithe 
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houseless wild-wood required a margin, even an elaborate border. The 
forest was ceasing to be the archetype of fear and danger, which men 
entered at their peri160, but it was still numinous, something! more 
than a mere economic resource. 

Although the word wyrtwala did not.last long enough to qualifylfor the 
Oxford English Dictionary in any sense found in Old English, it seems 
to have left a descendant. The Dictionary recognises this derivation 
of 'wartwale' or 'wurteWale'', meaning 'skin at the base of the:finger- 
nail.61 (Or, one might add, toenail). In several 16th-centurY- 
glossiries62 'growth of flesh over the nail', and it has survi*ed in 
Oxfordshire dialect.as 'wnrtywale'64. It would ppear that the narrow 
band of nkin around:the nail las taken to correspond to a OeriMeter 
track or 'mile' betWeen the field and the wood; if-so, the speCialised 
term used by verderers gave rise to this even more specialisédl, 
analogicgl sense, which has maintained a fingerhold in the language, 
though its topographical.origin has been totally fOrgotten... 
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