








































































































































































































































































































|

Several other texts imply that a wyrttruma or wyvrtwala was a linear
rather than an areal feature or at least that its length was'much
greater than its- breadth This is well shown by the bounds of! Evesty
(Somerset) (et Geofanstige)l9

&a wyrtruma sceat od’Ramleah weg :

|
|
t
!

of dam seadé s

"from-that pit just as. 1 wyrttruma shoots up to (or as far as). Ramleah
way'. The primary sense of sceotan 'to shoot' related to the discharge
of a missile, or to its jftrajectory; in charter bounds it would: seem to :
indicate that the boundary so described was fairly straight or followed ?,
a smooth curve, without sharp turns20 3 ’
In the bounds of Long Sutton (Hants) there is a clear indication that

.. the !zrttruma ran along the verge of" a wood21:;

I

of dan slade innan Witmundes lea, danne be wurtruma

andlanges wudes to deere hwitan dic

‘from that valley into Witmund 8 clearing, then by a wyrttruma beside
a wood to the white ditch'. (DIc is taken as 'ditch' rather. than-'dyke"'
as it is here feminine). The by boundary is defined by the wyrttruma which
itself runs by the side of a wood. The genitive construction suggests
the meaning 'beside’'; cr‘ along of' in modern dialects22,
. i " )

In several'charters the feature in question is. said to belong tP the
wood of a named owner; thus in Gloucestershire we have Tatan grafes
wurtwale and Qynning_grafes wyrttruman“3 (graf(a) grove’ ; Dynningc - .

'agssociated ‘with Dynne'). In the first charter for Rimpton (Som) one’. i
. section of the bounds. is thus described 24,

on widig leas‘wyrttruman, ofer cattes;fleot, on,

eatan beares wyrttruman,'donon east od Oslaces leas

: C
eastende, nord'be wyrttruman'onvda eastlangan dicwalej

Part of the wzrttruma apﬁertained to a withy-bed, part to Eata's wood
(bearu 'grove'), while part had some relation to-a dicwalu 'ditch-wale'
a compound not noted elsewhere; it is declined feminine though wala ‘is -

masculine. . |
. |

The feature was not simpl& the edge of a wood; the usual term’ for this
was efese ' eaves , and thF edge is distinguished from an associated
_wyrtwala in several chartFrs At Water Newton (Hants) the boundary
runs:

i
|

be wertwalan on‘da efsan and dan on dbne w1aig, and s&a

be wirtwalan on|dbne mere‘Z;rn'

The wyrtwala is something other than the eaves. Similarly at Ham
(Wilts):26 o : t

I
i -
i =

i
|

dbnne‘west ut d?rh henna leah, od hit cumed to ' 1

\
d3ere efese; donne a nord be wyrtwalan d7et on

evenvdone,greatangBCSC
‘The emphatic 'ever northwards implies that the wyrtwala takes us a
long way. Parallels include the two Witney charters already cited
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’At Plshlll (Oxon) the boundarv o the detached woodland estate of
Radenore (now- Pyreton) runs a be wyrtwalan for about 500 vards along
the perimeter track of Queen Wood.27

Further, the feature was an artefact subject to decay through age, as
at Fovant (Wilts):28

of wulfhylle to wude, swa;be dan eald wyrtruma in on

Nodre

. To be 'old'- in 994 it must surely have been constructed at least half
.a. century before

fTo:sum4up: wwefhave.a-linear~feature of considerable extent, constructed
to serve some purpose associated with the verge of woodland. The exact
- sense of the two compounds may help to define the aspect ‘'of this

: feature more closely.

The adjective'trum means 'strong, finn,able to resist', so that truma
is 'force, strength, support' - In the Alfredian translation of Orosius® 29
it is applied to a force of soldiers:

. He hw fde eahta ond hundeahtatig coortena, dzet we
nu triman hatap . '
"he had'QS cohorts, which we now call trumes‘“

The notion of bringing effective force to bear would lead naturally to
the sense of order or array. In Middle English, down to the 14th
Century, trume could mean either a body of troops in_battle array or a
crowd in a general sense. As a verb it meant ’to assemble in a troop’
The cognate Latin turma ’squadron of horse' was likewise generalised

to mean 'crowd, throng ‘Thus, if the first element in" wyrttruma could
still ‘be taken as ' root'_when the compound was formed, the meaning could -
- be takensas 'root-strength’ or 'root-support'; alternatively, it could
be 'root- array or 'plant-array' (cf. William Barnes' 'trees in rank
along a ledge' o) This would aptly describe the hedgebank at the edge
of a wood , especiallv if it contained 1arge trees, whose roots, v1ewed
from the field side, would be seen to support or. strengthen the bank.
'Its purpose would be to keep cattle out of the wood, and to prevent deer
or other wild animals from 1eav1ng it31, at Chetwode (Bucks) the

" founder of the Chetwode family is said to have killed a great boar

"which came out of the forest32, " and. the- enclosure map of Chetwode and
“its secondary settlement Barton Hartshorn33ishows Wild Boar Pond on
-Barton Common near the edge of Tingewick Woods. This section of the
fbounds ig thus descr1bed34 ’

donan durh wippan hoh, d%et swa be Jpem gretan

wyrtruman on dbne holan weg

'"thence through Wippa's hoo_(watershed) and so by the great wyrttruma
_to .(and then on) the hollow way'. This describes some. fourmiles of the
. northern boundary of the privileged Chetwode-Hillesden estate35, but
'great’ does not seem to refer to length in 0ld- English; its primary
sense was 'thick, stout' as opposed to ‘slender’'.  The nresent remains
-of the bank and of the ditch in front of it do not suggest that the

'~ .wyrttruma was exceptionally. ma551ve, but it could be called 'great'

because of the euceptlonal w1dth of-a: ‘green path or ride inside the
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hedgebank, with some indication of a further bank bounding the\woodland
proper. The surviving section of this ride has become somewhat over-

grown in the past sixty,years, but it is clearly shown on the six-inch.
Ordnance map of 1923 and the one-inch map of 1833. A survey of 176336
indicates that this compbsite verge extended eastwards along the estate
boundary on the north sfde of what was then Hillesden Great Wood, and

that it was of considerable width. Alternatively, and less probably,u

gretan could be an unrecbrded adjective from greot 'grit, gravel' to

indicate the mode of congtruction.

These suggestions are linked with the meaning of wyrtwala. The element
wala (m) or walu (f) comés from a Common Germanic *waluz evidenced by
Gothic walus 'rod’. The‘Sutton Hoo helmet has shown that the wala of
Beowulf 103137 was a raised ridge which ran over the top of the helmet !
from front to back to protect the head from sword-cuts38. In charters f
the sense 'ridge, bank of earth' seems appropriate for the rare simplex
wala39, However, the glhss waledra for striatarum (c. 1050)40 indicates
a broader sense 'stripe, not necessarily raised’. Eight centuries later
Thomas Hardy used 'wale'| in this sense in Tess4l: 'The broad acreage
beginning to be striped in wales of darker hrown'. In modern English
'weal' and 'gunwale' both relate to a special form of raised line or
strip, as do various specialised uses of 'wale' in dialect42, including
'a long ridge of fresh-cut hay' (the Dorset weadle 43) and 'the pointed
ridge on a spade’ thouph 'a bright margin round the edge' requires the
sense 'stripe (of colour)' Another dialectal use of 'wale' as- "the edge
or verge of a mountain’ could fairly be cited as supporting the
interpretation of wyrtwala as "the foot of a slope', but it may rather-

be some form of physical boundary separating the crops and grass ‘of the
farm from the rough grazins on the hillside (cf ge on tune ge on- dune in:
the Be gescedwisan . gerefa this would be in line with the other
medhings. ' '

It is therefore submitted that the fully developed forest verge would
include a hedgebank properly called the wyrttruma, usually with
hedgerow timber and an outer ditch, together with a path or ride between
"the hedge and the w11d-wood properly called the wzrtwala particularly
if this path were slightly raised or at least gravelled. Usually,
though not necessarily, all these would belong to the wood, so that
those perambulating the houndary of an adjoining estate would have to
keep outside, as at Newnham where the boundary ran andlang straet
widutan da wyrtwalan45 (presumablv andlang takes the accusative

- because one is on the str2et 'highroad', not: beside it). In contrast

. if the estate under survey included the woodland verge, the reeve and.

villagers would use the oerimeter track which they or their predecessors

had made and which they ﬂaintained

With the clearance of the ancient forests, or of land which had reverted
to forest during the post -Roman relapse, a need would be felt for the
effective enclosure and protection of the woods which remalned,‘and by
the early 12th century461this had led to an appropriate terminology If
boundary surveys were noqmally made by the estate reeve or geneat, to
whom the woodwards reported the use in charters of specialist terms
with little general currency becomes intelligible. Most v111agers would
probably refer to the hedge, ditch or path as such, or simply to the

"~ eaves of the wood47, but the foresters would speak of a Ezrttruma to
protect. their woodlands OF a wyrtwala to get round them quickly. The
path would not be for general use, but after the estate had become a
parish its use for Rogationtide perambulations would naturally: éive rise
to a limited public right| of way, which is still recognised in those

parishes where the laudable practice of beating the bounds is maintained.
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‘This right, however, is to be exercised only on formal occasions, under
" the direction of the parish officers48, ' The custom of Rogationtide
processions reached England in the 8th Century, the practice of reading
the Gospels at selected- landmarks is evidenced in the Badby (Northants)
charter of 944.49 :

on Fealuweslea :E?er Elfric biscop redan het

'to the fallow clearing (Fawsley) where: Bishon Ailfric ‘(the grantee)

- ordered reading .to take. place’. Gower, Mawer and StentonS0 found this
~clause impossible to translate and postulated a corruption in the text.
.~iSweet51 ‘thought that rédan was a derivative of rod and meant 'to measure'’
But the later charter bounds” of :Newnham begin at the oointsz

onlﬁa dic fé velfric biscop let dician

'at the ditch which Bishop £ lfric caused to be dug'; and it seems likely
that he prescribed a Gospel reading there. Reédan can be for r3edan in
the sense 'to read, especially to. read- in public’ whence ‘rPedere 'lector'
_raeding 'lection, passage read' and raedinpboc 'lectionary'. In Luke
4:16 surrexit legere 'he stood up to read [the scroll of Isaiahl]' is
translated 'he aras to redanne' (for 'r2edanne'). It . is therefore
- submitted -that ‘the clause means. that the Bishop directed ‘a regular
observance here, to. keep the site in mind.

In The Place-Names of Berkshire53. Margaret Gelling discusses 74 0ld
English surveys, seven of which include a wyrtwala (in two the term

' occurs twice). In five instances. the bounds: run 'by' the wyrtwala, and

the editor accepts.that here, as in other counties,.the term refers to

a’ linear feature The emphatic a be wyrtwalan ’ever by the wyrtwala'

occurs :three times; one of! thesed4 ‘can- be: identified with the edge of

Bagley Wood, and in the Brimpton charter55 the bounds run

andlang"herpates to IQere'efisc;‘fonne‘eft on

wyrt'walan to ‘croh hamme

'beside a public path to the eaves (of a wood), then again on the
wyrtwala (prev1ously mentioned) to a saffron meadow' .

The term wyrttruma does not occur in Berkshire, and wzrtwala presumably
took its place in describing the boundary hedgebank as well as the track.
‘Adjoining parishioners might- ‘have to keep laboriously on the field side
(on_fa fleax ?rcyres ' or the like) not entering the wood, since it was
not theirs ' :

-Perhaps the most 1nterest1ng case in Berkshire occurs at Blewbury, where
‘the boundary ran37"

of sulgeate be wyrt walan to Ebn read'leafan"mapuldre
'from-a plough—gate ‘ta gate or “gap where access was obtained from the.
wood. to the ploughland) by a wyrtwala as far as the red-leaved maple-

tree' as distinctive then as 1t would be now

A free- standing hedgebank, separated by a path -from the wood behind it,
contributes greatly to the beauty of the countryside, ‘especially:in

" /spring. Housman58 noticed that" the cherry. 'stdnds about the woodland

- ride' rather than in the wood; 1t 1s not 1ts habit ‘to grow tall and
branchless59 The composite- verge was: constructed and maintalned for
pract1ca1 reasons but there may have been ‘a deeper feeling that the
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houseless wild-wood required a margin, even an elaborate border The
forest was ceasing to bé the archetype of fear and danger, which men

entered at their perilsi, but it was still numinous, something»more
than a mere economic rejource -

Although the word wyrtwala did not last long enough to quallfy|for the
Oxford English Dictionany in any sense found in Old English, 1t seems

to have left a descendant The Dictionary recognises this derivation

of 'wartwale' or 'wurtewale', meaning 'skin at the base of the' finger-
nail.61 (or, one might‘add toenail). In several 16th-century:

glossaries62 'growth oflflesh over the nail’, and it has surv1ved in

Oxfordshire dialect. as Wartywale'64 It would appear that ‘the narrow

band of ‘skin around: the Pall was taken to correspond to a- perineter
track or 'wale' between‘the field and the wood; if so, the spec1alised
term used by verderers gave: rise to this even more specialised‘ .
analogical sense, which has maintained a fingerhold in the’ language,

though its topographical origin has been totally forgotten.
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