




































































































































































account with a plan of the park is published in our newsletter
Archaeological News XVI 3 (September 1988).

Abingdon: J Curtis and Son’s Pit, Abingdon Sewage
Works - Jeff Wallis
(Centred SU 4979 52)

Since May 1988 the Abingdon and Area Archaeological and
Historical Society have continuously observed gravel
quarrying at this pit which lies near a known Bronze Age

settlement site and a recently examined Neolithic long'

enclosure.

Topsoil removed by the gravel company has revealed
alluvium filled linear boundary ditches and a trackway. The
contracted remains of a human burial was aiso located. On
removal of a yellow brown clay and gravelly silt the almost
intact skeletal remains of a young male ? were revealed. The
burial was tightly contracted in a shallow sub rectangular pit,
0.14m deep. There was no indication of .surrounding ditch
or .other -associated features. The crouched burial was
orientated with the head to the NE resting on the left side
with the skull pressed tight down into the upper ribs. The
grave could be described as typically Beaker with the left
‘arm and hand up against the skull and the right arm down
against the hip with the hand bent upward. Only a-few toe
bones survived. Two flints, a denticulated blade above the
left knee and.a tertiary flake resting by the right foot were
the only.grave goods apart from two possibly residual flints.

The grave pit filling was similar to the Neolithic soil horizon

seen in section 12.5m to the east. There were numerous tree
holes associated with this surface and one typical sausage
shaped pit contained thirty struck flints in fresh condition,
one with utilised edges. Several similar pits contained burnt
stone and charcoal.

The Bampton Project - Sarah Baker

The latest instalment of the ‘Bampton Project’ is now

underway: the OUAS has opened three trenches in' the

churchyard, in an area designated for cremation. This is
promisingly placed on the axis which forms the focus of
early settlement. It is hoped that if any structure originally
linked the 11th century phases of the church nave to the east
and the deanery:to the west, this excavation will stand a fair
chance of uncovering it. The ground is, predictably, much
disturbed, but the finds are just beginning to appear
interesting, with in situ skeletons emerging at a metre below
ground level. A mixture of pottery including somc late Saxon
(with. one sherd stamped. with a rosette) was unearthed
during the most recent session of digging.

Faringdon District History and Archaeologicel 'Society :
Farmgdon Fueld-walkmg

Early in 1982 we completed a field map of Fanngdon Parish,
collecting ficld names from the Tithe Map and from local
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farmers. This stimulated us to start fieldwalking later that
year. Some farmers were qmte mterested in the historical and
archaeological -aspects of their farms. Work was
concentrated -mainly on Sunday afternoons from
March-May and September-December. It seemed like a drop
in the ocean and that it would take at least 20 years! In six
years we have not covered anythmg like a quarter of the
parish, but have found a number of early occupation sites
with many hundreds of pottery sherds and flints. From the
beginning we kept a record of the fields walked, what was
found etc. and found it useful to make a note of weather
conditions. We have currently stopped fieldwalking whilst
the many bags of pottery: sherds are identified and
catalogued.

Two Roman sites were found, very different in character
from each other. The first s1te was on Highden Farm, near
Faringdon, revealed by pottery in the car park of a cross
country event. After an initial rapid fi eld walk the majority
of the site was gridded in 10m squares and fieldwalking finds
systematically logged. Unfortunately we were unable to-
finish 'gridding’ the whole area before it was ploughed.
When this happened all the pottery disappeared, so when it
comes up again we hope to have another go.

The second Roman site was discovered on Camden Farm
just on the south edge of the floodplam of the river Thames,
quite close to Radcot Bndge We had walked the field a
couple of years before as a grass field and noted platforms
of possible buildings, but it; was the recovery of Roman
pottery by the farmer during the insertion of land drains that
confirmed the Roman ocwpauon However one platform
was excavated and shown to be post-medreval (OAU
Newsletter Vol. XIV, no. 3). Medxeval occupation has been

discovered closer to the river.

Future work in Faringdon Parish is hoped to include a survey
of theridge and furrow which is still quite noticeable in many
fields. This will hopefully show- the extent of Faringdon’s
North and West fields.

Several isolated features have already been recorded

including a pillow mound (amﬁcral rabbit warren) and a

medieval or early post-medxeval fish pond system both of

which were surveyed before their destruction.
i

Sutton Courtenay: A Neolithic Long Enclosure
- Alison Gledhill and Jeff Wallis
(Centred SU 492 947)

With permission from a very helpful farmer, Mr Bob Allen .
of Sutton Courtcnay, the Abmgdon and Area Archaeologtcal
and Historical Society were allowed to place trenches across
a Neolithic long enclosure. The enclosure ditches are about

20m apart and the enclosure: runs. parallel to the Drayton

cursus. A large ovoid posslbly contemporary enclosure lies

some 15m to the south. ‘Ekcavations on the Cursus at
Drayton,’ Oxon RAmshe,JWalhs, Oxoniensia L11 (1987),
fig 2).



The east of the linear Neolithic enclosure was sectioned by
a hand dug trench which ran from the centre of the feature
eastwards to the edge of the field. Originally with almost
vertical sides and a flattish base, the ditch sides had eroded
and collapsed :forming a thick layer of primary silt and
gravel. Turf clods then fell in, followed by a period of
stabilisation. Later silt layers incorporated struck flint
including a microlith. The ditch was two thirds full of silt by
the early Bronze Age, as a sherd of pottery located in one of
aseries of smaller trenches across the drtch suggests

The monument appears to have been carefully placed along '

the top of the gently sloping edge of the first gravel terrace.
If it had an internal bank (no evidence in section) it would
have appeared as an impressive long mound. Roman and
Medieval alluviation later buried the monument beneath a
new flat ground surface

No internal features were located dunng the excavation
although modern ploughing has removed any trace of early
land surfaces. The function of this monument is still
unknown as is its relationship to the cursus. Further
excavation is planned to discover how the monument relates
to the large oval enclosure to the south and to examine the
square terminals and trackway.

MARY KIFT, MARION FALLOWFIELD AND
PATRICIA PREECE

In Search of Applehanger

While working on a parish survey of South Stoke for the
South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group the name
.*Applehanger’ appeared time and again in the medieval
period. The name seemed to be that of a manor in the
Woodcote-Goring region but just where was not clear.
Determined to attempt to discover its possible position many
hours were spent studying relevant passages in the Goring
and Eynsham cartularies and other documents besides
walkmg the area and looking at appropnate maps.

Applehanger was a small manor, partly.in South Stoke and
partly in Goring. Although an area of it was in South Stoke
its affinities appear to be with Elvendon which is in Goring.
_ It was in the jurisdiction of Elvendon manor court and some
of the clues came from the Elvendon court rolls.

A bricf description of the ownership of the manor may be

helpful. Applehanger originally. appeared in 1181 when the

' Priory of Goring was given land from the King by a gift of -

Thomasde Druival "--- and five acres near to Appelhangre”.

(1) Thomas de Druival must have owned Applehangre

because in 1205 he granted it to Hugh de Bixa. (2) After this
the picture becomes confused; Matilda, the widow of Hugh,
claimed the manor as a dower in 1224, however there seems
to have been some problem. The Abbot of Oseney was
involved and was said to have recognised that it was the
inheritance of Emma Brande, wife of Robert Brande, who
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was the warrant of the dower. Matilda paid 100 marks to the
Abbot of Oseney and obtained the manor. (3)

Emma Brande had the manor on the death of Matilda and it
seems possible that Emma and Matilda were related - even
mother and daughter? This seems probable because after
Emma’s death, Applehanger was held in 1300 by her

‘daughter Matilda Brande (4) who might have been named

after her grandmother.

In 1347 William Loveday held the manor (5) - though no
reference could be found as to how he acquired it. His brother
John held the adjacent manor of Elvendon and Applehanger
was represented at the manor court there. On William’s death
the manor was divided between his two daughters, Eleanor
and Joan. Eleanor married John Soundy and when he died
she married John atte Beche and had a son William; Joan
married John Tyrel. Their rights in the estate were laid out
in a document dated 1358-9..(6) About the same time, Joan
leased her share to the manor to Thomas Brounz and shortly
afterwards William atte Beche (after the death of his
mother?) did the same. It seems that it is possible that it
remained. in the Beche family for one or two generations
after this but there is no-documentary proof.

The division of the manor provides the clue to the extent of
the manor. The division was as follows:-

Eleanor atte Beche  Joan Soundy
Dovecote Longfelde
Hayfield Woodscrofte
Appleharrger Park Bykkefeld
Parkfeld Stokkyng
Philippeslith | Wellegrove
Ruggecroft

Barrecroft

Ruycroft (also called Raycroft)

Some of these places cannot be found on any available map
but those that can, or can be traced in any other way, give a

" clue to establishing the content of Applehanger manor.

There will be references to ‘shaws’: these in Oxfordshire are
strips of woodland left after clearance of woodland that act
as field boundaries. The names. that can be traced are as
follows:-

1 Hayfeld - can be assumed to be enclosed by Hayfield
shaws as marked on the 6 inch OS map.

2 Applehanger Park - can be equated with Elmorepark

-Wood, for in 1358 it belonged to Eleanor Beche and was

‘Eleanors park® because in the 1409 Elvendon court roll the
name is written as ‘Elynore Parke’ (8); in 1672 it is found as



‘Elnar Park’ (9) this must have altered over the centuries to
Elmorpark. The size was 76 acres - deer parks in' the

Chilterns tended to be small, mostly below 200 acres. On the-

northern edge of the wood there is a substantial bank which
is approximately 1 1/2 metres high and 3-4 metres wide; this
must have been part of the park pale. There are other banks,
as marked on the map, but they are not so large.

3 Parikfeld - in the area west of EImorepark wood the tithe
- award map of Goring (10) shows ‘Elmore Park shaws’, these
surround an arable field which might have been ‘Parkfeld’:

4 Ontheeastof Elmorepark wood is found Ruscroft Wood.
There are banks surrounding an area which was probably
shaws ‘around a field; the erstwhile field has now become
woodland but was probably Ruycroft - assarted at an early
date. '

5 Barrecroft - must have been on the Bar Way11 which is
now the South Stoke road. William de la Barre was granted
land in South Stoke circa 1264-68. (12) Could Broad Street
farm have once been Barrecroft?

6 From acharter of 1285 it seems possible that part of High
Wood was called Phelippesgrof (13) and therefore

. Philippeslith- was in that vxcmnty As High Wood has no

wood bank on the eastern side it is probable that Philippeslith -
lay to-the east of the wood and that the wood was
considerably smaller at that | ume, as were so many of the
woods due to the land hunger of the late 13th and early 14th
centuries.

7 Woodscroﬁe is now Woodcroft Wood.
8 WeIIegrove must have been a wood as its name unphes

and Wellground ‘Shaw on the OS map would seem tobein’
the right area.

9 Longfelde -is ; probably the field called Longclose onthe

Tithe Award map of South Stoke (14)

Somewhere thhm the :manor there . must have- been the
manor house (with its dovecote) and Beech farm seems to
be the most hkely site. The transmon from Beche to Beech
is obvious. The present fannhouse apparently, has a very old
part and there was a tradmon in Woodcote that Beech farm
was Applehanger .

PROBABLE EXTENT OF APPLEHANGER MANOR
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Finally to establish the extent of the manor it was necessary

to look for surrounding areas that could be excluded adn
therefore the possible borders were followed round.

On the west Wroxhills Wood and Plantation was part of land
probably held by the Wroxhale family from an early period
(15) and therefore can be excluded from Applehanger.
Travelling clockwise from Wroxhills on'the map, Lycroft
shaw is reached which can be equated with Leycroft which
was held by the de Purye family (16) in the 14th century.
" Lyecroft shaw therefore cannot be part of Applehanger.

Next is Childs Lands which are found on the Tithe Award
map for Goring (17) and belonged from early medieval times
to Eynsham Abbey. The land was leased by the Abbey to a
family called Passelewe from the 13th century onwards. (18)
This sets it apart from Applehanger.

The eastern boundary of Applehanger is conjectural but it
may be that the double banks bounding the track though
Lambournes Wood may have formed part of it. There is a
path from this towards Beech Lane which may be a
continuation of the edge of the manor. The remainder of the
ecastern boundary cannot be established. The southern edge

is clearly delineated by the Battle road which forms the

northern boundary of Elvendon manor. There is a bank
running parallel with the road which as well as forming the
park pale may also have been a boundary bank of
Applehanger. An interesting survival is the track which must
have been the connection between the two manors, running
southwards from Beech farm to what is now.called Elvendon
Priory although it was only a grange of Goring Priory.
Elvendon Court was held there and Applehanger’s affairs

were handled at it so a road connecuon must have been

essential.

It is believed that after the atte Beches the manor passed to
the Lovedays of Elvendon, who held it from the Priory, and
lost its identity. The last reference found is in 1526 in the
Elvendon Court rolls where the ‘Beche lands’ are described
as ‘alias Appulhanger”. (19)
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F JMALPES
A Roman Road - East Hanney to Brightwell

In the central part of southern Oxfordshire two Roman roads
run roughly parallel to each other, from Frilford to Wantage
(Margary’s 164) and from Dorchester to Silchester
(Margary’s 160). Both run approximately N-S; a W-E road
connecting them seems reasonable.

" The search for the line of this Roman road must start form

the Mere Dike, a straight ditch forming the parish boundary
between Drayton and Steventon for 2.3km form
SU45709325 to SU48009275. This is an unmistakably Roan .
feature, first mentioned in 958. Maps of Berkshire by
Rocque (1761) and Cary (1891) show a road still running
along its northern side.

" From its western end the Roman' road .alignment swings
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about 15 to the south and heads for East Hanney, on the road .
north of Wantage. For the last 1.8km into East Hanney the
alignment is preserved by the modern road, whicii (like the

road north from Wantage) is raised 30-60cm above the

neighbouring fields. This height is evidence for the Roman
origin of this stretch of the modern road, for it is not present
east of the bend at SU43809315, where the modern road
leaves the Roman line. There was a Roman building 22m
north of this road bend; pottery and other material have also
been found. The road is aligned from East Hanney via the
west end of the Mere Dike on to Dorchester.
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Fig 1 East Hanney to Didcot

A-B: Modem road on Roman line
C: Roman building -
D-E: Parish boundary . - -
-E-F:. Mere Dike

F-G: Field boundaries
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Fig 2 Didcot to Brightwell

H-K: Parish boundary
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I Ladygrove Farm |
L

J. Possible villa
L:  Swelling across
M, N: Bams

N-$ track

O:  Swelling across roa

P-Q:- Hedge, modern roaid, former hedge .. -

R-S: Village street
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From the west end of the Mere Dike the straight parish
boundary and the Roman road line swing north west for
600m, then south west to head across open country towards
the bend in the modern road. This diversion from the straight
alignment can be explained by the area of Kimmeridge Clay
across the direct line, still damp today. The modern road,
similarly, goes to the south of this damp area..

_ The Mere Dike is aligned eastwards directly at the junction
at Brightwell-cum-Sotwell of the road the dike represents
with the Roman road running southwards from Dorchester.
This alignment is maintained in typical fashion by straight
stretches of road line changing direction occasionally by a
few degrees. ,

The first 700m from the east end of the Mere Dike are shown
by filed boundaries north of Milton Manor, there by 1771.
The field boundaries swing up to 50m north from the straight
line; this could be in response to a patch of wet ground
represented now by a small pond at SU48329270, or it could
be a result of medieval ploughing, still showing as
ridge-and-furrow, pushing the boundaries gradually out.

Nothing can be seen in the freshly ploughed fields to the east,
where a footpath crosses the Roman line at SU49379245,

though there is a kink in the path at this point, and a Roman

cemetery has been found 300m south of the road line, and
just outside the power station: there are enclosures and
fieldways 400m north of the line.

The road line is preserved next by 1.8km of straight
boundary between long Wittenham and Didcot parishes,
from SU543914; Ladygrove Farm stands also on this line,
for old buildings often take advantage of the firm foundation
offered by Roman road metalling. There is a possible villa

'450m north of this stretch, at SU540919. At SU55539118
‘there is a swelling across the North Moreton - Long

Wittenham road where the Roman road crosses it.

The Roman line is shown next by 100m of hedge to the west
of the A4130 at SU569909, then by the modern road past

- Island Farm, west of Brightwell (now a cul-de-sac, but the

main road before the by-pass was built). The line continues
towards the churchyard, with the swelling of the first 250m
of agger or former field boundary clearly visible in
November under winter corn; south of here (at SU576906?)
ahoard of coins was found in 1759. From the churchyard the
line is preserved by the main street of Brightwell to its
junction with Mackney Lane (and the Roman N-S road) at
SUS8209075. There have been many finds of Roman
material in this area.

Eastwards from Brightwell there are indications of a possible
continuation of the road to cross the Thames at Wallingford
and to climb past Coldharbour Farm to the Icknield Way.
Westwards from East Hanney the road could follow the Vale
of the White Horse, cross the Ock at Sandford, and meet
Ermin Street (the Silchester - Cirencester road) at
Wanborough (Durocornovium), where the road from
Mildenhall (Cunetio) also comes in. No fieldwork has been
done, however, on this possible westward continuation.
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