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Old Shifford Farm. 1989

© 300 m.

| Fig. 8. Old Shifford Farm: looédon of trenches.

careful analysis’of the finds but is likely to be medieval,

perhaps not quite as early as the 13th century ﬂoors from
No. 12, Market Place, a few doors to the E.. '

The medleval bmldmg was replaced by a chalk and flint
footing of which one comer was seen, encroachmg further
onto the yard. The yard was then enlarged again to its present

‘extent, with a much narrower' range extendmg back along
the plot. :

Wallingford Castle, Castle Lane House

- - Brian Durham 'SU 609896

“The owners of Castle Lane House, Mrand Mrs Harper, want

. to replace a greenhouse with a garage on part of the -
- Scheduled area of ‘Wallingford Castle. English' Heritage

‘paid for a brief excavation to look at the underlying deposits,

in case the SE curtam wall ran through the area.

: 'Beneath the gmenhouse footings was a deposit of loam with

medieval potiery to a depth of 1.5 m. It was fairly uniform

"and only at the deepest level was-there any horizontal

layering. At the SE extremity of the trench the deposit was
cut away obliquely by what may have been the side of the-

- Castle Ditch. The cut was lined with clay with a stepped

85



interface which may have helped to keep the lining in place,

. a device seen in the lrmng of Oxford castle ditch. This _

- probably means that the curtain was at a higher level built
- on the crown of this dumped material, and a thick layer of
" greenish-white silt in the ditch fill was probably. the
weathering products from the poor quality chalky limestone
or ‘clunch’ of which the castle walls are made.

Witney, Bishops’ Palace
- Brian Durharn SP 357093

A three week d1g was desrgned to complete the story of the

N range of the 12th century manor house of the bishops of

Winchester before the site is put on public display. The last

also containing domesnc debris; could be the temams of a.
hut circle. :

" The phase 1 layout was superseded-by an-arrangement of

- of the floor layers of the N range were removed, exposmg

some massive post-holes There was more detail on the line
" of the curtam ‘wall, but no NW corner tower as illustrated in
1730. Access to the wall was confirmed as being by way of
‘a stair beside the. ‘supposed gatehouse, while .the
identification of the gatehouse itself remains.only an
assumption since it proved impossible to extend the trench

. as far as the inner gateway as was hoped. A short section of

the W range was seen disappearing under the spoil-heap.

rectangular enclosures with fairly shallow ditches (1003,
1004, 1062 etc.). Occupation seemed: to-be concentrated
within one enclosure (1003, 1004) where traces of gullies,
pits and a circular enclosure were found, contalmng dark

“soils with burnt material.

The settlement expanded in Phase 3 and larger, deeper
ditched enclosures replaced the Phase 2 layout. Gullies, pits -
and a possible hayrick (1016) to the E of enclosure-
1026/1036 may belong to this phase. The remains of a small

-circular wooden structure which survived in the NE of the
‘site-could have been contemporary with the Phase 2

occupation but may fit better within Phase 3.

A large rectangular enclosure (1000, 1024 ete) with a

Careful exa_mination of the ground surface beneath the N -

range tended to confirm the notion that the palace was set
.up on a green field site. Since it forms such a natural shape

- with the church and the ‘green’ it is beginning to look as if.
~ the bishops laid out a formal settlement at a date perhaps a’

century earlier than most of the planned towns in England

Aston, Bampton and Shifford, Old Shifford Farm
 Gill Hey SP 382 023 (Figures 9-11) -

- An assessment was undertaken in May 1988 at Old Sh1fford

" Farm, a site ‘that is being used for gravel extraction by
Standlake Sands and Gravels Ltd,.and an extensive Roman
" field system with occupation areas to the S’ and NW was
discovered. An agreement between the developer and the.
~ landowner, Mrs Carter, who funded the work, allowed some
limited excavation in April and September 1989 (Fig. 8).

Stripping an area 80 m square in the S of the field exposed
the early Roman occupation area and the plan of a small
farmstead with associated animal enclosures and other
farmyard features was uncovered (Trench L, Fig. 9): Four
separate phases of - activity- could be differentiated on
archaeological grounds. Detailed study of the finds has yet

~ v ‘to be undertaken but they were consistent with a small rural

site of the first and early second century AD.

The first phase of occupation was centred in ;the E of the site

and was represented by several penannular enclosures
-(Fig. 9). A small circular enclosure (1020) and.curving
" gullies (1021, etc.) lay to the SE and E of a large sub-circular
~ enclosure (1018). The presence .of earth debris and bumt
material in these gullies suggests that this was the focus of
_.domestic activity. Another curving gully to the N (1056),

rectangular extension to the N.(1049) and containing -
another sub-rectangular enclosure within it to the E (1035)
replaced Phase 3 dltches on'a very similar alignment.
Occupation debris w1thm enclosure (1049) suggests a

domestic funcuon A ditched trackway wlnch ran across the..".".

SWcomerof dltch (1000) and cut intoit inay ori iginally havev v
been contemporary The domestic centre shifted to the Ni m
the later Roman' penod but there appeared to be a’
discontinuity between the two occupauons The stnpped;
area 120 m x 60'm in the NW revealed.a less complete .
occupatron layout and the phasmg here is more tentauve E

-(Trench M, Flg 10)

A Roman field system cut into the alluvium. Ditches
enclosed sub-rectangular fields, the full size of whichis not
yet lcnown but whrch were more than 1 hectare. Observation

- of stripping by the gravel company wr]l recover the field -

boundanes

- The field ditches were overlain by domesnc occupatron

-86

Gullies, pits and a few post holes survived, containing dark
soils filled with domestic debris, but they had-been badly -
damaged by ploughing and no structures were discerned.
Several large pits up to. 2.0 m deep -containing some
waterlogged matérial were contemporary.’ The occupation -
seemed to extend into the Sth century ADand i in Trench M -
was overlard and cut by medleval ndge and furrow




Old Shifford Farm. 1989

TRENCH L
T

PHASE 2

PHASE 1

Z g —|—--

PHASE 4

100 m.

50

Fig. 9. Old Shifford Farm: Trench L..
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Old Shitford Farm. 1989
TRENCH M

PHASE 2

\ X PHASE 3 \ \ PHASE 4 Medieval
A /\' \ /’\ ridge and furrow
\ Y

Fig. 10. Old Shifford Farm: Trench M.
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PILLBOXES IN OXFORDSHIRE

‘AWJGmhamKerr

, Dunng the First World ‘War, and later in the Second World

War, England built miniforts, or pillboxes, :to- defend our

.. small island from the Germans. Firstly thiey were built along
" the East.Coast, then around London and the South East.
. Henry Wills wrote "Pillboxes” in 1985, recording over a
- thousand sites, but there are still many unrecorded, and

many well worth preserving. A line of pillboxes known as
"The Red Stop Line" was to go from Tilehurst, Reading to

Warwick along the River Thames and the Oxford Canal. -

Between Whitchurch-on-Thames and Shillingford there are

.32 of the 190pillboxes of the Red Stop Line. Of these, there

are 3 unusual ones which have not previously been looked
at. One, at Carmel College, (SU 607878) is a pillbox built
into a boathouse of red brick, which gives it .very good
camouflage; and another, at Goring-on-Thames (SU
597808) is camouflaged to resemble a summerhouse (Fig.

'1). This until recently was a type 24 pillbox, built on the lock

. island and surrounded with gardens and paths, with trellis’
- painted on it to disguise it. It also had a flagpole, and was

connected by a telephone to Goring. This pillbox was
demolished for a new weir in 1989. Another site lies only a
few miles upstream (SU 595833) and is a type 22 base (Fig.
2); this was discovered by SOAG whilst fieldwalking the
Thames Water pipeline. and has since been destroyed. The
latest find was ‘hidden in an old riverside garden near
Shillingford Bridge at SU 597921, and is unusual in that it

[~

- Fig. 2. Hexagonal base. SU 595833.

- 89

,b . sCALE
Fig. 1. Camouflaged as a summerhouse. SU 597808. L : i

}: 8 app.

had a thatched roof (so the
landowner told me) before
1950. This was impossible
to draw, being buried in ivy
and creepers, but parts of its
concrete walls were visible,
as were concrete
ammunition lockers in the
back of its hexagonal sides.
The preservation and
recording of these buildings
is important as they are the
most recent of British
coastal and inland defences.
The Red Stop Line was

ScALE . designed as a major line of
defenceina series of pillbox
L2 Bm app. chains round the country.



ABINDGON AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Abingdon Winsmore Lane

Excavations were carried out under the direction of Ms
A Gledhill during the winter of 1987-8 in advance of

redevelopment. A trench 6.5 m x 2 m was opened by
machine, which removed soil to a depth of approximately
1.2 m. At that stage the outlines of pits were recognised, and
these were then excavated by hand. No structural remains
were found, only a series of wells and pits. The earliest pit
(22) contained pottery dated by Maureen Mellor to the 12th
or early 13th centuries. The latest well was Victorian. The
principal results of the excavation can be summarised thus:

Prehistoric - Only one struck
flint was found in a medieval
context. A pinnacle of

undisturbed subsoil indicated

that the prehistoric ground
surface was some 1.2 m below
the modem ground surface

Roman - 4 sherds of Roman
pottery were found as residual
material in later comexts. This
is far less than has been found
in sites further east in West St.
Helens Street (CBA 9
Newsletter 8 (1978),116*117,

Fig. 1. Winsmore Lane site plan.

CBA 9 Newsletter 10 (1980),
1678), and indicates that this
area was outside the limits of
Roman Abingdon.

Medieval - The presence of pits
and wells some 6.5 m from
Winsmore Lane may indicate
that they did not belong to
premises fronting that lane, but
served properties on Anketills
Lane, which has been
postulated as running NS to the
east of the site (Lambrick
1968). A similar pit site has
been recovered in Broad Street,
Abingdon, (Parrington and
Balkwell 1975) and this
produced some 10,000 sherds.
As the Winsmore lane site is
smaller it can add relatively
little to Abingdon’s pottery
series. All sites which are
formed largely of pits have the
difficulty of residual pottery
contaminating groups. In view
of this only a brief analysis of
the pottery was carried out,
with the exception of the
pottery from pit 22, which
being earliest was least liable to
contamination (Table 1).

Other medieval finds included
bone pins, tiles and a small
amount of slag.



QUANTIFICATION OF POTTERY FROM SEVERAL PITS

- sand tempered

feature glazed
‘ ‘ no. - weight (g) no.
6 above 6/4 . ‘10 175 9 .
" 6 below 6/4 - 50 -852- 36
4 above 4/5 : 6 50 1’
. 4 below.4/5 82 13995 58 -
.25 . 11 80 - 5
26 - 3 55 7
8 _ .8 61 6
22 .3 20 : 3
. 24 ' 1

5 0

flint tempered

weight no. _weight
148 . 0O .0

449 ‘ 19 326

5 : 4 - 165
960 35 - 732
60 2 15

140 5 25

59 2 .23

85 25 485

0 1 7

A more detailed analy51s of pit 22 was carried out by Maureen

Mellor. Thls showed:
s ’Fabric ’I;ype no. of she;'ds
ABC/OXAQ (flint temperj . 24 -
ABA Sénd temper . . 4
‘ABD sand temper, glazed : 1
Other sand temper S 2

ﬁottex'y types

storage jar, shallow dish, cooking pot |
pitcher, jug ,

Brill (probably intrusive contamination)

cooking pot

Table 1.

away. The boundaries of the site are s1m1lar to those shown
in Chests Hospltal map of 1844.

Post medieval - There was relatively little 17th century
" pottery noticed in the upper layers when they were machined

The bones and shells have been analysed by Mr B. Wilson -

and"Mr B. Levitan. Their full report and table giving the

*. identification of the. material and its contexts is mcluded in

the site archive. Some features of their report can be

- summarised here.

The earlier pits, 22 and 24, containéd high proportions of
cattie bones which had been broken up, perhaps for marrow -

extraction. The relative lack of the smaller bones could

indicate .that these pits served a butchery rather than

domestic occupanon

th 6 contamed 97 of the 159 ammal bones ldenuﬁecL It
contained domestic type refuse and the bones of smaller
species such as sheep, pig, domestic fowl and goose, 77 of

the site’s 95 oyster shells and a sea mussel. Both this pit and ‘
. the well (4) contained fairly complete sheep foot elements
“which suggests slaughterhouse or skinners refuse of a type

wtnch has been found at the Old Gaol site (Wllson 1975).

The finds and archive material will be deposited with

- Oxfordshire County Councﬂ s depantment of Museum
Services. - ,

Mustrated finds

1.Jug from well (4) Brill type, slashed handle, mottled green
glaze over upper half: decorated with altemate strips of buff
and brown clay, the latter being rouletted.

2. Brill type jug from well (4) slashed handle mott}ed green

. glaze over upper half -

3 Shallow dish in Abmgdon B ware from pn 22,30 cms
diameter

4. Coolcmg potin Abmgdon C ware, 20 cms dlameter from
pit22.

5. Cookmg pot m Abmgdon B ware from pit 22 20 cmsin
diameter ‘

6. Sherd of Abingdon B ware from pit 22. Has applled clay

strip with thumbed decoration
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7. Possxble bone spoon from layer 6/ l

8. Bone point from pit 24



15 cm.

10 cm.

8 @ L

Fig. 2. llustrated finds.
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FRAGMENT FREQUENCIES OF ANIMAL BONES AND SHELLS AT WINSMORE LANE,

ABINGDON
Period 12th-14th - 13th-14th 13th-14th 13th-15th 13th-15th 19th-
century -century century century century century
Features 22 & 24 26 4,12 & 25 6 7&8 2&3
Type Pits Pit Well Pit Pits Layers
Species
Cattle 5 1 17 28 6 1
Sheep 4 4 10 33 5 4
Pig - 1 1 31 1
Dog - - - 2 -
Cat - - 1 3 - .
Rabbit - - - - 1
Total 9 6 29 97 12 6
Domestic
fowl - - 3 10 - 1
Domestic
goose - - - 1 - 1
Domestic
duck - 1 - ] R
Seafish - - - 2 - -
Unident. 12 15 24 94 6 1
Burnt. 5 - 2 5 - -
Frag. .
>10cm. 4 1 11 13 2 1
Oyster - - 10 77 2 6
Common
sea musse] - - - 1 .
Table 2.
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